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Instructions to Authors  

Articles for publication in The Canadian Entomologist are accepted in English. A French abstract will be 

published upon acceptance of a manuscript if the authors provide the abstract. Manuscripts from all 

disciplines of entomology will be considered, unless they have been submitted simultaneously for peer 

review elsewhere or have been previously published in another venue. Theses, dissertations, and preprints 

are not considered to be previous publication. 

Manuscripts must contain significant new findings of fundamental and (or) general entomological interest. 

Low priority is given to confirmatory studies, investigations of local interest, techniques (unless of broad 

application), range expansions, new records, and non-replicated experiments. Single species descriptions, 

without significant value-added components (e.g., richly illustrated key, phylogenetic analyses), will not be 

considered.  

Authors should deposit voucher specimens, documenting the identity of the organisms studied, in 

recognised institutions and note these repositories in the body of the paper. This should be described in the 

methods (or supplementary material if extensive), ideally with the name of the contact person and 

accession number(s) for each institution to facilitate rapid relocation of voucher specimens. Information on 

voucher specimens is available at: http://biologicalsurvey.ca/assets/file/43  

Types of papers 

Reviews (10–15 printed pages) should deal with topics of general interest or current importance, and should 

be synthetic rather than comprehensive in emphasis. Reviews will be solicited by the Editor-in-Chief. 

Proposal for unsolicited reviews should be emailed to the Editor-in-Chief for consideration.  

Articles should report the results of original observations or research in any aspect of entomology. The 

material should not have been previously published elsewhere, except in a preliminary form (i.e. theses). 

Non-analytical items such as lists of specimens or bibliographies will normally not be considered.  

Notes (1–3 printed pages) are concise but complete descriptions of an investigation, limited in scope, that 

will not be included in a later paper; therefore, they may not be used for publishing preliminary data. They 

should be as completely documented as a standard paper, both by reference to the literature and by 

description of the experimental procedures employed. An abstract is required, but other usual subheadings, 

such as Introduction, Discussion, etc., should not be included.  

Forum (3–6 printed pages) articles should be short, providing a chance for suggesting hypotheses, 

challenging current thinking on issues, discussing new ideas or ways of interpreting existing information, 

or responding to forums previously published in The Canadian Entomologist.  

Submission of manuscripts for review  

Manuscripts should be submitted using the ScholarOne Manuscripts system, found at the following web-

site address: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/tce. Manuscripts should be prepared as a Microsoft Word 

document in advance of logging on and uploading to the ScholarOne Manuscripts system. 

All submitted manuscripts will be subjected to software-based plagiarism checks prior to full consideration 

for publication. Revised manuscripts may also be checked at the discretion of editors. 

As required by our publisher, Cambridge University Press, corresponding authors must provide their 

ORCID iD during the submission process. ORCID provides a unique identifier for individual researchers 

that may enhance discoverability and that provides a way to keep track of your academic record. 

If you don’t already have an ORCID iD, you will need to create one to submit a manuscript to The 

Canadian Entomologist. You can register for one directly from your user account on ScholarOne or via 

https://ORCID.org/register. 

If you already have an ORCID iD, please use it when submitting a manuscript by linking the iD to your 

ScholarOne user account. To do this, simply log in to your account using your normal username and 

password. Edit your account by clicking on your name at the top right of the screen and from the dropdown 

menu, select 'E-Mail / Name'. Follow the instructions at the top of the screen to update your account. 



For peer-review purposes, Figures may be embedded in the document following the list of figure captions, 

or Figures can be uploaded separately. Figures in a Word document should be inserted as JPEG (JPG) or 

GIF files. Do not insert uncompressed files (e.g., BMP, TIFF) and do not “cut” the images from other 

applications and “paste” them into the document, as this can result in an excessively large file. Reduced 

resolution is recommended for the review process. All text should use True Type fonts. Please contact the 

Editor-in-Chief if you are unable to submit a manuscript using ScholarOne Manuscripts.  

Competing interests  

All authors must include a competing interest declaration in their manuscript. This declaration will be 

subject to editorial review and may be published in the article. Competing interests are situations that could 

be perceived to exert an undue influence on the content or publication of an author’s work. They may 

include, but are not limited to, financial, professional, contractual or personal relationships or situations. If 

the manuscript has multiple authors, the author submitting must include competing interest declarations 

relevant to all contributing authors.  

Example wording for a declaration is as follows: “Competing interests: Author A is employed at company 

B. Author C owns shares in company D, is on the Board of company E and is a member of organisation F. 

Author G has received grants from company H.” If no competing interests exist, the declaration should 

state “Competing interests: The author(s) declare none”.  

Author publishing agreement 

The policy of Canadian Entomologist is that authors (or in some cases their employers) retain copyright 

and grant the Entomological Society of Canada a licence to publish their work. In the case of gold open 

access articles this is a non-exclusive licence. Authors must complete and return an author publishing 

agreement form as soon as their article has been accepted for publication; the journal is unable to publish 

the article without this. Please download the appropriate publishing agreement here. 

For open access articles, the form also sets out the Creative Commons licence under which the article is 

made available to end users: a fundamental principle of open access is that content should not simply be 

accessible but should also be freely re-usable. Articles will be published under a Creative Commons 

Attribution license (CC-BY) by default. This means that the article is freely available to read, copy and 

redistribute, and can also be adapted (users can “remix, transform, and build upon” the work) for any 

commercial or non-commercial purpose, as long as proper attribution is given. Authors can, in the 

publishing agreement form, choose a different kind of Creative Commons license (including those 

prohibiting non-commercial and derivative use) if they prefer. 

General  

Letters of permission for any “personal communication” cited by the authors must also be emailed to the 

Editor-in-Chief prior to final manuscript acceptance. These must state clearly that the originator of the 

personal communication has read the text, agrees with its wording, and gives permission to cite it.  

Open Access 
Authors have the option to publish their manuscripts via Open Access. The Open Access Copyright 

Transfer form can be accessed here: 

http://journals.cambridge.org/images/fileUpload/documents/TCE_ctf_oa.pdf.  

Peer review / evaluation  

In the ScholarOne Manuscripts system, authors are asked to suggest appropriate reviewers; this is strongly 

encouraged to help with the review process. Submissions may be checked for plagiarism by the Editor-i-

Chief using plagiarism detection software.  Each submission is assigned by the Editor-in-Chief, based on its 

topic, to a Subject Editor, who is responsible for the peer-review process of the article. Authors may 

indicate a preferred Subject Editor during the submission process. The Subject Editor selects at least two 

reviewers and does not disclose their names unless explicitly authorised to do so by the reviewer. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/canadian-entomologist/information/author-publishing-agreement
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/


Information on the status of a submission can be checked directly by the authors through the ScholarOne 

Manuscripts system or by contacting the Editor-in-Chief. Depending on the reviewers, a manuscript will be 

returned to the author(s) for revision or considered unsuitable.  

Submission of accepted manuscripts  

Accepted manuscripts are uploaded to ScholarOne Manuscripts and continue to production directly from 

the ScholarOne Manuscripts system. Formatting must be in the manner indicated below. Specific details for 

final figure preparation are in the section “Illustrations for accepted manuscripts”.  

Cambridge Journals Language Editing Service  

Cambridge recommends that authors have their manuscripts checked by an English language native speaker 

before submission; this will ensure that submissions are judged at peer review exclusively on academic 

merit. We list a number of third-party services specialising in language editing and/or translation, and 

suggest that authors contact those as appropriate. Use of any of these services is voluntary, and at the 

expense of the author. Please see: https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/authors/language-services  

Manuscript format  

General  

Manuscripts that do not conform to the requirements outlined below will be returned to the author(s) for 

modification. The Editor-in-Chief will assess the English/French language quality and substandard papers 

will be returned to authors. Manuscripts should be double-spaced throughout (including footnotes, 

captions, synonymies, and reference lists), should contain only 12-point font, and all margins should be at 

least 35 mm. The first page of the manuscript should have only the title and the names of the authors, 

affiliations (with complete mailing addresses), and email addresses. Pages should be numbered sequentially 

to the very last page, including pages with tables, figures, and appendices. Line numbers are requested, and 

should be numbered sequentially from page 2 (Abstract). Spelling of English words should conform to the 

usage recommended in the Oxford English Dictionary. Canadian/British spellings should be used (e.g., 

labelled not labeled, acknowledgements not acknowledgments, colour not color, minimised not 

minimized). Use The Torre-Bueno Glossary of Entomology (1989 or later) as a reference for definitions of 

entomological terms. Dates in the text or figures and tables should be written as 1 April 1991, 28 June 

2003, etc. unless they related to Type material or Material examined. Dates in Type material or Material 

examined sections of taxonomic papers should be written 1.iv.1991, 28.vi.2003, etc., except when in 

quotes. In the text, figures are cited as “(Fig. 1)”, “(Figs. 1–5)”, etc. Footnotes should be kept to an absolute 

minimum. Where essential, they should be typed at the bottom of the page to which they refer and 

separated from the text by a line.  

All genus-level and species-level taxa should include scientific authorities when mentioned first in the 

abstract and in the body of the text (but not in the title). For arthropods and other Animalia they should be 

followed by the order and family placement (e.g., “the genus Strobilomyia Michelsen (Diptera: 

Anthomyiidae), including Strobilomyia varia (Huckett)”), whereas for plants they should be followed only 

by family placement (e.g., “Quercus velutina Lamarck (Fagaceae)”). The Missouri Botanical Garden 

Tropicos website should be used as an authority file for plant names: www.tropicos.org. When using 

common names for insects, the official Entomological Society of Canada list (Common Names of Insects in 

Canada, available from http://esc-sec.ca/entomology-resources/common-names) should be followed.  

Identification methods - The methods section should cite reference to original species description(s), if 

more recent than the latest taxonomic revision of the group, and/or to keys, field guides, or other 

methodology (e.g., DNA barcoding, common and well-known pest of a crop, etc.) that were used to 

identify taxa. The methods section should also describe any assistance provided by taxonomic experts, 

including their name(s) and address(es) or affiliation(s), and ideally, any published resources that the 

experts used for taxonomic determinations. DNA sequences derived from the study organisms should be 

deposited in recognised, DOI-based repositories (e.g., GenBank, BOLD) and accession numbers, DOI 

numbers, or other identifying codes should be listed in the manuscript.  

Taxon concepts and higher taxonomic classifications differ over time and even among contemporary 

authors. It is therefore important to cite the source or sources on which these were based. Often these are 

the same works used for identification (see previous paragraph). A statement in the methods such as “We 

identified specimens using the key in Smith et al. (2010), from which we also derived our taxon concepts 



and taxonomic classification.” would suffice for a simple scenario. In general, authors should strive to 

follow best taxonomic practices for accurate scientific reporting. See: 

Packer, L., Monckton, S.K., Onuferko, T.M., and Ferrari, R.R. 2018. Validating taxonomic identifications 

in entomological research. Insect Conservation and Diversity, 11: 1–12. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/icad.12284. 

Identification keys should be left justified with minimal formatting and hard returns between each couplet 

and each half of individual couplets. Here is an example: 

 

Identification key to adult Xus species from Canada 

1. Protibial spur with large punctures (Figs. 17–18); dorsal surface of pronotum yellow with black maculae, 

densely setose, and with one medial tubercle adjacent to apical margin (Fig. 24); British Columbia to 

Saskatchewan… Xus maculatus Jones, 2012 

–. Protibial spur impunctate (Figs. 19, 21); dorsal surface of pronotum red, sparsely setose, and evenly 

convex without tubercles (Fig. 25)… 2 

2. Antenna with 10 antennomeres, metafemur black, southern Québec… Xus quebecensis Martin, 2009 

–. Antenna with nine antennomeres, metafemur orange or red… 3 

 

The following references are helpful in constructing effective identification keys: 

Blackwelder, R.E. 1967.  Taxonomy. Wiley and Sons, New York, New York, United States of America. 

Metcalf, Z.P. 1954.  The construction of keys.  Systematic Zoology, 3: 38–45. 

Acronyms and abbreviations should be avoided, especially for place names, author names, and 

institutions (e.g., United States of America not U.S.A., United Kingdom not U.K., Ontario not ON, New 

York not NY, Linnaeus not L., United States Department of Agriculture not USDA). Abbreviations and 

symbols for words, phrases, and terms are in general those recommended in Scientific Style and Format: 

The CBE Style Manual for Authors, Editors, and Publishers, Sixth Edition (1994) (Council of Biology 

Editors, Inc., Chicago, Illinois, 60603, United States of America). The Système international d’unités (SI) 

for measurements and weights should be used. This system is explained and other useful information is 

given in the Metric Practice Guide (2000), published by the Canadian Standards Association (178 Rexdale 

Boulevard, Toronto, Ontario, M9W 1R3, Canada).  

Taxonomic papers must conform to requirements of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature: 

www.nhm.ac.uk/hosted-sites/iczn/code. Authors are urged to regroup pertinent information on newly 

described or revised taxa under the following main sections (if applicable), which preferably should be 

introduced in the order given here: Synonyms, Type material or Material examined, Diagnosis, Description, 

Variation, Etymology, Natural history, Hosts and distribution, and Discussion (Comments or Remarks).  

When describing a new taxon (species or genus), authors are to place the taxon in proper context by 

providing a key or a modified couplet of an existing key, where possible. Both the author and the date are 

often used for scientific names in taxonomic papers. These should be separated by a comma to indicate that 

they are part of a scientific name and not a bibliographic reference to be cited in the References section 

(e.g., Pelidnota punctata (Linnaeus, 1758)).  

When proposing formal supraspecific taxa, authors must justify these using phylogenetic methods. Ideally a 

formal phylogenetic analysis will be conducted, but in exceptional cases a list of synapomorphic character 

states with documentation of plesiomorphic character states in the outgroup(s) will be acceptable. Authors 

are encouraged to provide information on primary types as it appears on labels. Primary types must be 

deposited in prominent institutional collections. It is strongly recommended that authors deposit secondary 

types among different institutional collections (especially in the country of origin) so they are easily 

accessible by the scientific community.  

All taxonomic papers will be registered with zoobank.org by the journal editorial staff to ensure that online 

taxonomic papers are International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature code compliant.  



Title and abstract  

When the name of an organism is given in the title, use either its common name or its scientific name 

(without scientific authority), not both. All organism names should be followed by (order: family) for 

animals and (family) for plants. All types of papers must be preceded by an abstract no longer than 200 

words. Abstracts are only required in the language in which a paper has been submitted; i.e., either English 

or French. Should authors wish to submit a French or English translation of their abstract they are welcome 

to do so.  
 

Acknowledgements  

These should be restrained and grouped in a separate paragraph at the end of the text.  
 

References  

Citation of references in the text should be in the form “Klimaszewski (2003) showed”, “(Klimaszewski 

2003)”, “(Walker 1976, 1978)”, “(Walker 1976; Allen 1977)”, or “(Walker 1976; Allen 1977a, 1977b)”. 

The reference list should be in alphabetical order of authors at the end of the manuscript. The names of 

serials and periodicals cited should be written out in full. The full title for each reference and the complete 

pagination for all items except books must be given. Pages or figures should not be cited in the Reference 

list but, if necessary, in the text as “(Nealis and Turnquist 2003, p. 906, Fig. 1)”. Use the following formats 

for listing references.  

Article:  

Truman, J.W. and Riddiford, L.M. 2002. Endocrine insights into the evolution of metamorphosis in insects. 

Annual Review of Entomology, 47: 467–500.  

Book:  

Layberry, R.A., Hall, P.W., and Lafontaine, J.D. 1998. The butterflies of Canada. University of Toronto 

Press, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  

Conference:  

Knudson, A. 1996. Evaluation of the biosprayer for the application of Trichogramma to cotton. In 

Proceedings of the Beltwide Cotton Conference, Nashville, Tennessee, 9–12 January 1996. Edited by P. 

Dugger and D. Richter. National Cotton Council, Memphis, Tennessee, United States of America. Pp. 788–

791.  

Chapter in a book:  

Marshall, S.A., Buddle, C.M., Sinclair, B.J., and Buckle, D.J. 2001. Spiders, flies and some other 

arthropods of the Fathom Five National Marine Park islands and the upper Bruce Peninsula. In Ecology, 

culture and conservation of a protected area: Fathom Five National Marine Park, Canada. Edited by S. 

Parker and M. Munawar. Backhuys Publishers, Leiden, The Netherlands. Pp. 191–229.  

Journal article with DOI:  

Wahlberg, N., Oliveira, R., and Scott, J.A. 2003. Phylogenetic relationships of Phyciodes butterfly species 

(Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae): complex mtDNA variation and species delimitations. Systematic 

Entomology, 28: 257–273. http://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-3113.2003.00212.x.  

Journal article with URL:  

Wahlberg, N., Oliveira, R., and Scott, J.A. 2003. Phylogenetic relationships of Phyciodes butterfly species 

(Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae): complex mtDNA variation and species delimitations. Systematic 

Entomology, 28: 257–273. Available from  http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1046/j.1365-

3113.2003.00212.x/full  [accessed 7 January 2016].  

Journal article available online only (with DOI):  

Lambshead, P.J.D., Brown, C.J., Ferrero, T.J., Hawkins, L.E., Smith, C.R., and Mitchell, N.J. 2003. 

Biodiversity of nematode assemblages from the region of the Clarion–Clipperton Fracture Zone, an area of 

commercial mining interest [online]. BMC Ecology, 3: 1. http://doi.org/10.1186/1472-6785-3-1.  



Web site citation:  

Peck, S.B. and Newton, A.F. 2001. The leiodid beetles of Costa Rica [online]. Available from 

www.inbio.ac.cr/papers/leiudidae/index.html [accessed 29 October 2012].  

Authors may not refer to their own unpublished information as “submitted” or “in preparation” but need 

simply state what was found. Do not cite “unpublished data” and “personal communications” in the 

Reference list.  

Tables  

The title of each table should follow the conventions of the journal for capitalisation and punctuation, and 

should adequately explain the contents of the table. Tables should be numbered in Arabic numerals and 

grouped at the end of the text (i.e., after the list of references), each on a separate page. Each table 

footnote should be labelled with a typographic symbol keyed to the title, boxhead, or entry of the table. 

Descriptive material not requiring a specific footnote should be placed under the table as a general note 

rather than in the title of the table.  

Figure captions  

Captions for all illustrations should be numbered consecutively and typed double-spaced in order at the end 

of the manuscript, immediately preceding the illustrations. Captions must be self-explanatory. Captions 

must not be attached to illustrations.  

Supplementary Material  

There will normally be one of the following reasons for you to be supplying supplementary material to 

accompany the online version of your article:  

1. You wish to link to additional information which due to its nature does not lend itself to print 

media (examples: full data sets, movie or sounds files, etc.)  

2. The Editor of the Journal has requested that you extract certain information from the original 

article in order to allow for space constraints of the print version.  

3. You have requested additional material to be available to accompany an article that does not 

normally allow such material to be included (example: tables to accompany a correspondence 

article).  

N.B. Please note that reduced copyediting or quality assurance measures will be undertaken on 

supplementary material. 

Submission  

To supply supplementary material to accompany the online version of your article, follow these steps: 1. 

Supplementary material must be submitted as a separate file or files. Do not supply this material as part of 

the file destined for publication in the print journal.  

2. Each supplementary file must have a clear title (e.g., Supplementary Figure 1).  

3. Provide a text summary for each file of no more than 50 words. The summary should describe the 

contents of the file. Descriptions of individual figures or tables should be provided if these items 

are submitted as separate files. If a group of figures is submitted together in one file, the 

description should indicate how many figures are contained within the file and provide a general 

description of what the figures collectively show.  

4. The file type and file size in parentheses.  

5. Ensure that each piece of supplementary material is clearly referred to at least once in the print 

version of the paper at an appropriate point in the text, and is also listed at the end of the paper 

before the reference section.  

Format and file size  

 File sizes should be as small as possible in order to ensure that users can download them quickly.  

 Images should be a maximum size of 640 x 480 pixels at a resolution of 72 pixels per inch.  



 Authors should submit fewer than 10 files with a combined size not exceeding 3 MB. Exceptions 

include submissions with sound/movie files (up to 10 MB per file) and colour PDFs/PowerPoint 

files (up to 5 MB per file).  

 Authors should limit the number of files to under 10, with a total size not normally exceeding 3 

MB. Sound/movie files may be up to 10 MB per file; colour PDFs/PowerPoint may be up to 5 MB 

per file; all other general file types may be up to 2 MB per file but most files should be much 

smaller.  

 We accept files in any of the following formats (if in doubt please enquire first): MS Word 

document (.docx), Adobe Acrobat (.pdf), Plain ASCII text (.txt), Rich Text Format (.rtf), HTML 

document (.htm), MS Excel spreadsheet (.xlsx), GIF image (.gif), JPEG image (.jpg), TIFF image 

(.tif), MS PowerPoint slide (.ppt), QuickTime movie (.mov), Audio file (.wav), Audio file (.mp3), 

MPEG/MPG animation (.mpg)  

If your file sizes exceed these limits or if you cannot submit in these formats, please seek advice 

from the Editorial Assistant: asmith@esc-sec.ca.  

Illustrations for accepted manuscripts  

Cambridge University Press requires the submission of separate electronic illustration files for 

accepted manuscripts. To ensure that your figures are reproduced to the highest possible standards, 

Cambridge Journals recommends the following formats and resolutions for supplying electronic 

figures.  

The approximate dimensions for inside the margins of a printed page are 21.5 cm by 14.5 cm. 

Please ensure that your figures are saved at final publication size and are in our recommended file 

formats. Following these guidelines will result in high quality images being reproduced in both the 

print and the online versions of the journal.  

Line artwork  

Format: tif or eps 
Colour mode: black and white (also known as 1-bit) Resolution: 1200 dpi  

Combination artwork (line/tone)  

Format: tif or eps 
Colour mode: greyscale (also known as 8-bit) Resolution: 800 dpi  

Black-and-white halftone artwork  

Format: tif 
Colour mode: greyscale (also known as 8-bit) Resolution: 300 dpi  

Colour halftone artwork  

Format: tif 
Colour mode: CMYK colour Resolution: 300 dpi  

All lines must be sufficiently thick (0.5 points minimum) to reproduce well, and all symbols, 

superscripts, subscripts, and decimal points must be in good proportion to the rest of the drawing 

and large enough to allow for any necessary reduction without loss of detail. Avoid small open 

symbols; these tend to fill in upon reproduction. Lettering produced by dot matrix printers or 

typewriters, or by hand, is not acceptable. The same font style and lettering sizes should be used 

for all figures of similar size.  

All terms, abbreviations, and symbols (see above) must correspond with those in the text. Only 

essential labelling should be used, with detailed information given in the caption. Scale bars must 

be provided for line drawings of insects and all micrographs. Maps must indicate latitudes 

and longitudes and a scale. All place names and geographic features on Québec maps must be in 

French, with proper accents and capitalisation, except those that are considered areas of pan-

Canadian significance. For a complete list of areas of pan-Canadian significance, see Le guide du 

rédacteur: www.btb.termiumplus.gc.ca/redac-chap?lang=eng&lettr=chapsect11&info0=11.  



Permission to reprint material published in The Canadian Entomologist 
Requests for permission to republish a paper, in whole or in part, should be sent to the Entomological 

Society of Canada, 503 - 386 Broadway, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C 3R6 (email: info@esc-sec.ca)) 

First-view and Publication charges  

Under publication with Cambridge University Press, Authors will be able to access their accepted paper 

online as a "First-view" paper prior to print publication. Authors will also receive a PDF version of their 

final paper free of charge.  
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