
  

Unknown printer, [Ira Aldridge's first appearance at Covent Gardens in the role of Othello - a play bill dated 1833 plus 2 small engraved portraits and 

an article in German, mounted together]. London: unknown publisher, early to mid-ninetenth century. Folger ART File A365.5 no.5 

The mid-nineteenth-century actor Ira Aldridge replaced Edmund Kean as Othello at the Theater Royal, Covent Garden in 1833 when the latter collapsed 

and died during a performance. The production was soon cancelled -- contemporary critics dismissed Aldridge for his race and relative inexperience -- but 

Aldridge's career continued to swing upward, especially when he began performing as Aaron the Moor in Titus Andronicus. Aldridge began his career in 

New York City, but left the United States in 1824 because of its resistance to black actors. After departing London, too, in the 1840s, his fame soared 

during tours of the Continent, where he continued to perform as Othello and Aaron the Moor. He continued to add Shakespearean roles to his repertoire -

- Richard III, Lear, Shylock -- and made a triumphant return to the London stage in 1855. 
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