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Troilus and Cressida exists in two different early versions, both of which have complicated histories, although the textual variants are not significant enough
for most readers to notice. The play was first published in 1609 as a quarto that exists in two different states. The earlier state (Qa) has a title page describing
the play as a "Historie" published "As it was acted by the Kings Majesties servants at the Globe." The second state (Qb), however, has a title page that does
not refer to the play's performance and includes a prefatory letter, "A never writer, to an ever reader," that asserts that the play was "never stal'd with the
Stage, never clapper-clawd with the palmes of the vulger." (Scholars are divided on the assertion that the play was never performed.)
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