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In clinical trials involving experimental subjects who are also patients, what is supposed to become of the 
imperative to focus on the patient’s best interest? A second set of policy questions concerns patients who 
want to die. Are there limits to the imperative to let patients choose for themselves? Is commodi� cation 
a threat to autonomy? When, if ever, do costs and bene� ts become decisively important? Can we know 
what to count as a cost-effective preparation for the next pandemic? When we put procedures in place to 
protect against abuse, is there any way to prevent such measures from becoming bureaucratic obstacles 
to accomplishing anything at all?
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