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Cover Swayne’s hartebeest Alcelaphus bucelaphus swaynei, once 
widely distributed in the Horn of Africa, is now limited to two relict 
populations in the Ethiopian Rift Valley, in Senkele Swayne’s Hartebeest 
Sanctuary and Maze National Park. Investigation of the size and genetic 
diversity of these two remaining populations indicates a positive 
population trend in both protected areas, but suggests that spatial 
overlap with livestock could lead to future population decline 
as a result of resource competition and disease transmission. Genetic 
diversity is higher in the larger population in Maze National Park. 
A translocation of individuals from Senkele Swayne’s Hartebeest 
Sanctuary to other protected areas within the subspecies’ former range 
could reduce the vulnerability of this population. For further details, 
see pp. 336–344. (Photograph © NaturesMomentsUK/Shutterstock)
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