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Forthcoming international events
6–8 October 2005
V European Congress on Mental Health in Mental
Retardation: Integrating Research and Practice
Barcelona, Spain.
Contact: Dr Luis Salvador-Carulla.
Email: luis.salvador@telefonica.net
Website: www.aeecrm.com

20–21 October 2005
4th European Conference on Violence in Clinical Psychiatry
Good clinical, evidence-based practice for understanding
and managing aggressive and violent behaviour
Otto Wagner Hospital, Vienna, Austria.
Email: conference.management@freeler.nl
Website: www.oudconsultancy.nl

20–23 October 2005
Fourth International Congress on Vascular Dementia
Porto, Portugal.
Contact: Kenes International – Global Congress Organisers
and Association Management Services, 17 Rue du Cendrier,
PO Box 1726, CH-1211 Geneva 1, Switzerland.
Email: vascular@kenes.com
Website: www.kenes.com/vascular

30 October–2 November 2005
Strengthening Bonds Opening Horizons. Psychiatry and its
bonds as a medical specialty
WPA Regional Meeting, Mexican Psychiatric Association
Los Cabos, Mexico.
Contact: Dr Luis E. Rivero Almanzor.
Email: aspsiqm@prodigy.net.mx

3–6 November 2005
55th Annual Meeting of the Canadian Psychiatric Association
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
Email: asaunders@cpa-apc.org
Website: www.cpa-apc.org

12–13 November 2005
1st Asia-Pacific Conference on Trauma Psychology: Life
Adversities and Challenges
Chinese University of Hong Kong.
Email: trauma@psy.cuhk.edu.hk

15–18 November 2005
XIV Russian Congress of Psychiatry
WPA co-sponsored conference with the Russian Society of
Psychiatry.
Email: krasnov@mtu-net.ru

16–20 November 2005
WPA Regional Meeting and XIX Congreso Nacional de la
Asociacion Psiquiatric Mexicana
Los Cabos, Mexico.
Contact: Dr Luis E. Rivero Almanzor.
Email: aspsiqm@prodigy.net.mx

17–20 November 2005
2nd Congress of the International Society on Brain and
Behaviour
Thessaloniki, Greece.
Website: www.psychiatry.gr/intro_brain2_eng.html

25–26 November 2005
Second Workshop of Franciacorta. New Developments
on Diagnosis and Treatment of Mood Disorders
WPA Section on Private Practice.
Provaglio d’Iseo, Brescia, Italy.
Contact: Dr Giuseppe Tavormina.
Email: president@censtupsi.org
Website: www.censtupsi.org

25–27 November 2005
Second International Mental Health and Cultural
Psychiatry Conference
WPA co-sponsored conference with the Indo-Australasian Psy-
chiatric Association, Australasian South Asian Psychiatry Forum.
Sydney, Australia.
Email: RDSOUZA1@bigpond.net.au

2–4 December 2005
First Conference of the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Psychiatric Federation
WPA co-sponsored conference.
Agra, India.
Contact: Dr Roy Abraham Kallivayalil.
Email: ktm_roykalli@sancharnet.in; ucg@sancharnet.in;
uttam_garg@yahoo.com

6–8 December 2005
3rd International Conference on Psychiatry: Mental
Health in Developing Countries: Challenges and Prospects
Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Email: bap@agni.com
Website: www.icp2005.info

3–6 March 2006
Affective Disorders: Integrated Approaches Across the
Lifespan
WPA co-sponsored conference with the International Society
for Affective Disorders.
Lisbon, Portugal.
Website: www.isad.org.uk

4–8 March 2006
14th European Congress of Psychiatry: ‘New
perspectives on treatment in psychiatry’
Association of European Psychiatrists (AEP)
Nice, France.
Email: aep2006@kenes.com
Website: www.aep.lu; www.kenes.com/aep2006

6–10 March 2006
14th European Congress of Psychiatry
Association of European Psychiatrists.
Website: www.aep.lu

30 March–1 April 2006
15th Annual Meeting of the International Association for
Forensic Psychotherapy: Perspectives on Crime and
Punishment
St Catherine’s College, Oxford, UK.
Email: 2006reg@forensicpsychotherapy.com

20–23 April 2006
WPA thematic conference (Zone 8) Lopez Ibor
Foundation
Madrid, Spain.
Contact: Dr Juan J. Lopez Ibor, Jr.
Email: jli@lopez-ibor.com

16–20 May 2006
2nd Kyoto Conference: The interfaces between
psychology, psychotherapy, analysis and Buddhism
Email: dalemathers@yahoo.co.uk; miller@norwich.edu

13–16 June 2006
15th ISPS Congress (International Society for the
Psychological Treatments of Schizophrenia and other
psychoses)
Madrid, Spain.
Contact: Dr Manuel Gonzales de Chavez.
Email: mgchavez@teleline.es
Website: http://www.ispsmadrid2006.com/

14–17 June 2006
Prevention and Treatment of Psychiatric Disorders
13th European Symposium of the Epidemiology and Social
Psychiatry Section of the Association of European
Psychiatrists (AEP).
Bordeaux, France.
Email: contact@aep-epidemiology2006.fr
Website: www.aep-epidemiology2006.fr

10–13 July 2006
Royal College of Psychiatrists’ Annual Meeting
Glasgow, UK.
Email: conference@rcpsych.ac.uk
Website: www.rcpsych.ac.uk/2006
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Correspondence

Correspondence is
welcome on any
of the articles or

issues raised in
International

Psychiatry. Letters
of no more than

500 words should
be sent to the
Editor, Hamid

Ghodse, email:
hghodse@

sghms.ac.uk
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Editorial board

Dr John Henderson

Dr Nasser Loza

Dr Brian Martindale

Dr Shekhar Saxena

Prof. David Skuse

Tsunami and an international
perspective on psychiatry

Sir: I have just read the opening editorial in the
April 2005 issue of International Psychiatry

(no. 8) regarding the tsunami that struck at the end of last
year, and wanted to relay my thanks for a well written
piece. I was actually in Chennai, India, when the tsunami
struck and so was able to get involved with some of the
relief and rehabilitation work.

I am very interested in international psychiatry and
consequently read International Psychiatry when I get
the time. Research and capacity building in the field of
global mental health is so undervalued it is good to see an
organisation proactively addressing these deficits.

Arun Gopal
Fourth Year Medical Student, University of North

Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA,
email: arun_gopal@med.unc.edu

The APA and the new Pan-American
Division of the College

Sir: In the elegant, well upholstered and well
named lounge/director’s room of the Ritz–

Carlton Hotel in Atlanta, the Pan-American International
Division of the Royal College of Psychiatrists – proudly
representing the 37 countries of the Americas – held its
inaugural meeting: a reception hosted by the Chair of the
Division (Nigel Bark, and his wife, Helen) for members,
fellows and guests attending the annual meeting of the
American Psychiatric Association (APA), with a large
delegation of College officers and staff, including Hamid
Ghodse, who has led the drive to form International
Divisions, Richard Williams representing the College
President and many others.

This actually was the 27th year since the North
American ‘Society’, ‘Chapter’ and later ‘Group’ started
having receptions at the APA. For the last 4 years we
have also held symposia with speakers from the other
International Divisions. This year, paralleling the theme

of the APA meeting, the symposium was on ‘A World
View of Medical and Psychiatric Comorbidity’, covering
history (Nasser Loza, Egypt), mortality (Frank Njenga
and Pius Kigamwa, Kenya), the somatic presentation of
depression (Khalid Mufti, Pakistan), outcomes (Stephen
Kisely, Canada) and substance misuse (Maria Medina-
Mora, Mexico), with John Cox (past President of the
College and Secretary of the World Psychiatric
Association) summing up.

Nigel Bark
Chair of the Pan-American Division,

Royal College of Psychiatrists

International meeting in Coventry

Sir: The Midlands Psychiatric Research Group
organised its annual international meeting in

Coventry on 2–4 June 2005. This educational event
was arranged in collaboration with the World Psychiatric
Association (WPA) and the World Association for
Psychosocial Rehabilitation (WAPR). The scientific
programme included speakers from the USA, Greece,
India and Pakistan, along with experts from the UK who
presented an update in different fields of mental health.

The participation of Professor Hamid Ghodse and
Dr Brian Martindale from the Board of International
Affairs of the College reflected the keen interest of
the College in establishing links with international
psychiatry.

The meeting provided all the UK participants with an
opportunity to have updates in a number of mental
health areas with overseas colleagues and also generated
a lot of interest in future collaborative work with different
countries. It urged the College to continue taking the lead
in promoting such links, such as the establishment of its
International Divisions. In this way members of the
College can contribute significantly to the promotion of
mental health services around the globe.

Afzal Javed
Deputy Registrar, Royal College of Psychiatrists
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