
P R E F A C E 

The IAU Symposium No. 48, 'Rotation of the Earth ' was held in Morioka, Japan, 
from 9 to 15 May 1971 at the invitation of Dr T. Okuda, the Director of the Inter­
national Latitude Observatory of Mizusawa. The meeting was sponsored by Commis­
sion 19 (Rotation of the Earth) and co-sponsored by the International Association 
of Geodesy. 7 he Scientific Organizing Committee included Prof. P. Melchior (Chair­
man), Dr H. M. Smith, Prof. E. P. Fedorov, Dr B. Guinot, Prof. Y. Kozai, Prof. W. 
Markowitz, Dr T. Okuda, Dr C. Sugawa, Dr R. O. Vicente and Dr S. Yumi. The 
Local Organizing Committee included Dr T. Okuda (Chairman), Dr S. Yumi 
(General Secretary), Dr Y. Harada, Prof. S. Iijima, Dr K. Kawakami, Prof. Y. Kozai, 
Dr C. Sugawa, Dr S. Takagi, Prof. H. Takeuchi, Prof. I. Tsubokawa and Prof. 
M. Torao. 

The Symposium was supported financially by the IAU, the Japanese Ministry of 
Education, the Science Council of Japan, the Astronomical Society of Japan and the 
Geodetic Society of Japan. 

The Proceedings have been edited by Prof. P. Melchior and Dr S. Yumi, with the 
cooperation of Lady Jeffreys. 
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Assistant General Secretary 
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