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THE HEAVENLY CONTRACT 
Ideology and Organization in Pre-Revolutionary Puritanism 
David Zaret 
Zaret fully explicates the tremendous influence that popular bel 
and activities had on Puritan religion. His conclusions review Weber's 
classic analysis: it was not a spirit of acquisitiveness derived from 
Puritan religion that gave rise to modern capitalism; rather, the spirit 
of capitalism antedated and shaped the Protestant ethic. Historical 
sociology at its best. The Heavenly Contract raises important issues 
for the sociology of knowledge, the study of social movements, and 
the continuing debate on religion and economic change. "Exception­
ally good historical sociology."—Craig Calhoun, University of North 
Carolina Cloth $22.50 224 pages 

TALCOTT PARSONS ON 
INSTITUTIONS AND SOCIAL EVOLUTION 

Edited and with an Introduction by Leon H. Mayhew 
Talcott Parsons is regarded, by admirers and critics alike, as a l 
creator of the sociological thought of our time. This volume presents 
twenty of Parsons's essays, touching on each of the major aspects of 
his work. In his introduction, Leon Mayhew discusses the basic tools 
of Parsonian analysis and interprets the larger themes of his work. 
providing a roughly chronological account of the development of his 
thought. 

"Talcott Parsons on Institutions and Social Evolution will become a 
standard reference for those studying the development of his socioli 
ical ideas.'—Martin Bulmcr. The Times Higher Education Supplement 
The Heritage of Sociology series, edited by Morris Janowitz 
Paper $12.50 368 pages 
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