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Perhaps you could present several versions, each from a different source, and
not say, “This one is true, that one is false.”

No. No way. It’s not like that with us. If I present different versions, they will
accuse me of sowing discord. They will say, “He just wants to make
problems.” That’s a sure thing. Besides, there is truth; there is lying. How can
I treat all sources equally? By God, it would bring disaster!

Exchange between researcher and informant, quoted in Andrew J.
Shryock, “Popular Genealogical Nationalism: History Writing and Identity
among the Balqa tribes of Jordan,” Comparative Studies in Society and
History 37 (1995), 334.

...and had I my way...I would write on every church, chapel and cathedral only
one line:—Important if true.

A.W. Kinglake, quoted in Richard B. Ince, Calverley and some
Cambridge Wits of the Nineteenth Century (London, [1929]), 215.

Like it or not, there are a lot of questions that cannot be answered, and even
more that cannot be answered exatly. There is nothing shameful in that
admission.

R.C. Lewontin, letter to editor, New York Review of Books, 25 May 1995, 44
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