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Editorial

Steven Hunt
University of Cambridge

In order to meet publication deadlines, this editorial has to be 
written at New Year, even though I know that it will not be 
published several months later. A New Year brings new resolutions, 
and this edition of the Journal of Classics Teaching – number 45 – is 
the first in which all the articles and book reviews are gathered 
together in one place that have already been released on First View. 
Not so much a resolution, then, as another small revolution in the 
long history of the Journal and its predecessors Hesperiam, and 
Didaskalos. The advantages of a digital production are becoming 
clear: online access direct to cited articles and references, links to 
authors’ other works, the ability to include supplementary 
appendices and extracts, and a more streamlined and 
straightforward online publication process.

Some statistics for 20211:
813 registrants for the Journal of Classics Teaching (up 10.46% 

from 2020)

	 47,590 page views
	 Top downloading countries:

	   USA: c17,000
	   UK: c. 13,000
	   Germany: c. 4,000
	   Australia: c. 2,000
	   Netherlands: c. 2,000

On Facebook, the Journal has 1,198 members.
A quick round-up of news and events in Classics Teaching in 

the UK and elsewhere. The English Department for Education 
(DfE) announced that it would seek an organization or 
organizations to deliver a ‘Latin Excellence Programme’, starting in 
September 20222. With a timescale of 4 years and a budget of 
£4million, the Latin Excellence Programme has been heavily 
modelled on the Mandarin Excellence Programme – a model which 
a number of people, including this author, find peculiarly 
unsuitable for Latin, but which was the preference of one of the 
education ministers who approved it. It aims to embed Latin 
teaching to GCSE in 40 non-selective state schools in areas of 
deprivation. The announcement met mixed reviews in the 
newspapers, which lined up largely on political lines: the 
association of Latin with a conservative Johnson-led government 
was always likely to excite strong opinions. For teachers and 
educationists, the project seems to have some merit: a recognition 
that after years of neglect something to support Latin in schools 
has to be a good idea. However, the tender documents appear to 
subject potential bidders to multiple stringent financial, legal and 

practical requirements and tests. At the time of writing, it is none 
too clear which organizations would have the capacity or skills to 
be able to deliver what the DfE seems to want in the way it wants 
it. Perhaps when this editorial is published later in the year, we will 
know who will deliver the Latin Excellence Programme and how.

Meanwhile, on the European continent, it appeared that Latin 
and ancient Greek were to be extended across schools as part of a 
venture to strengthen ties across the EU and to counter what was 
referred to by Jean-Michel Blanquer, the French Minister of 
Education, as ‘American wokeism’. According to The Times 
newspaper3 Latin and Greek would be introduced in professional 
lycées, where sixth-formers study vocational courses to train them 
for jobs in places such as restaurants, factories, beauty parlours 
and garages. The Minister is said to want these pupils to ‘develop 
their culture’ by reading authors such as Sophocles and to 
strengthen Latin and Greek at a time when they were under attack 
from American leftwingers denouncing them as the fount of 
racism. It is difficult to disentangle the political rhetoric from the 
reality. The Editor of the Journal of Classics Teaching would 
appreciate any information following up any of the Minister’s 
plans.

Finally, I learnt with sorrow that Dr Emily Matters passed 
away just before Christmas on 23rd December 2021. Emily received 
her doctorate from the University of Sydney in 2005 and had 
taught Latin and ancient Greek for many years at a number of 
schools in New South Wales (NSW), ending her teaching career 
at Pymble Ladies’ College. I first came into contact with Emily 
when she visited Cambridge UK for the Classics in Communities 
Conference in 2015 on a fact-finding mission for the Classical 
Association of NSW about the teaching of classical languages in 
UK primary schools. This resulted in her own contribution of a 
chapter entitled ‘Classics in Australia: on surer ground?’ to the 
conference volume Forward with Classics4. In her chapter, she 
shared her hopes for a stronger place for classics education in 
schools for all Australians, across the country, starting with 
students in primary schools, and, bearing in mind the fact that 
many young Australians study and travel abroad, wrote that for 
her fellow countrymen and women the study of Classics had a 
distinct purpose: ‘My hope is from this time forward the general 
population of young Australians will have a deeper appreciation 
of the cultural and linguistic debt to the Greek and Roman world 
which, in turn, will enable them to understand, share in and 
contribute more generously to the global community.’ I met Emily 
again in 2017 when I was on holiday in Australia with my daughter 
Olivia and staying briefly in Sydney. Emily found out I was there 
(she must have had spies at the airport!) and hurriedly arranged a 
mini conference for me to speak at in the rooms at the top of the 
Grace Hotel where I was staying. As compensation for my 
daughter, who had perhaps expected a beach rather than a 
conference room, she thoughtfully took us out for supper at the 
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Athenian Greek Restaurant on Barrack Street. Emily’s book 
Eureka: an introduction to Classical Greek for young Australians5 
was published in 2017. It follows the adventures of four young 
modern, multi-ethnic Australians as they rediscover their own and 
each other’s roots in ancient Greece and learn the rudiments of 
ancient Greek along the way. Emily wrote about the book’s 
development in the Journal of Classics Teaching 386. Forward to 
2019 and we met again at the American Classical League Annual 
Institute in New York. Always a good companion, we chomped our 
way through the talks, demonstrations and lectures and a fair few 
lunches in a local Italian restaurant and compared teaching notes 
for our respective countries – and those, of course, for the USA. 
Emily had an unquenchable thirst for knowledge – language, 
literature, civilisation and also pedagogy - and she was adept at 
putting people together or seeking people out if she thought that 
something good would come of the discussion. One afternoon we 
met up at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, had tea and drank in as 
much art as we could cope with in the time available before we had 
to head back to our own countries. I had a plan for her to contribute 
a chapter on teaching Classics in Australia for a forthcoming book 
and she had agreed. That will now never happen. And it is sad, 
perhaps, that the last thing she wrote for the Journal of Classics 
Teaching is coincidentally an obituary for Jim Adams, published in 
this edition – a touching and heartfelt piece from one teacher to 
another. Although I cannot say that I knew Emily especially well, 
on the occasions when we met, I was always impressed by her 
physical energy, her classical erudition, and her admirable skill in 
making things happen. She was unforgettable for all of the right 
reasons. She was thoughtful, courteous, helpful and, above all else, 
truly kind. The Classics community has lost one of its greats. 
requiescat in pace.
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Many articles for the Journal of Classics Teaching start up as 
conference pieces or teach-meet talks or presentations at staff 
meetings. The Editor always welcomes interesting or novel pieces, 
as well as articles which simply describe good teaching practice or 
events or things of interest to other teachers. Readers should feel 
confident to submit articles in the usual way to the Classical 
Association.
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Submitting an article to JCT
The Journal of Classics Teaching is the leading journal for teachers 
of Latin, Ancient Greek, Classical Civilisation and Ancient History 
in the UK. It originated as the voice of the Joint Association of 
Classical Teachers in 1963 under the title Didaskalos, being renamed 
Hesperiam over the years, and finally JCT. It has a broadly-based 
membership including teachers in the primary, secondary and 
tertiary education sectors. JCT welcomes articles, news and reports 
about Classics teaching and items of interest to teachers of Classics 
both from the UK and abroad. If you wish to submit an article, it 
should be sent to the JCT Editor, c/o the Classical Association 
canews@classicalassociation.org.

Articles are welcome on classroom teaching practice or on studies 
about the teaching and learning of Classics in the UK and abroad 
should be up to 7,000 words. There should be clear pedagogical or 
academic content. News and reports of events of general interest to 
teachers of Classics should be between 1,000 and 2,000 words.

All articles should be submitted in Arial 12 point, 1.5 line-spaced 
and with non-justified margins, and should include the author’s name, 
email address and some biographical details, including affiliation 
where appropriate. Images, graphs, diagrams and tables should be 
submitted separately as jpgs or pdfs as appropriate, with an indication 
in the text where they should be included. If necessary, endnotes are 
preferred rather than footnotes. In general, JCT prefers references to 
conform to the author-date referencing style of the American 
Psychological Association (APA). The Editor can supply further 
details of this referencing style if desired. Please ensure that you have 
permission to reproduce photographs of pupils or the relevant 
copyright for images, or give details of the origin of the image used. 
Recent editions of the journal give a guide to the layout of articles.

After submission by the author, the article may be submitted to 
peer review. The Editor reserves the right to suggest any changes 
that are felt are needed to be made and makes minor corrections. If 
major changes are thought to be needed, the author will be asked to 
rewrite the section which needs changing. Once accepted, the 
author is assumed to have assigned the right to JCT to distribute the 
publication electronically. Articles are copyrighted by their 
respective authors, but if published after electronic appearance, 
JCT will be acknowledged as the initial place of publication.

For 50 years JCT and its predecessors were published in hard 
copy and made available to members of the Joint Association of 
Classical Teachers. From 2015 JCT has been available freely online, 
generously supported by the Classical Association. Back issues of 
hard copies of JCT are sometimes available from the CA Shop and 
as downloadable pdfs of individual articles freely online via the 
Association for Latin Teaching website www.arlt.co.uk.

Notes
1  Details taken from Cambridge University Press, October 2021, and from 
Facebook group The Journal of Classics Teaching, January 2022.
2  See: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/thousands-more-students-to-
learn-ancient-and-modern-languages.
3  See: https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/french-bring-back-teaching-of-
latin-and-ancient-greek-to-schools-v2pxg3w7q.
4  Holmes-Henderson, A., Hunt, S. and Musié, M. (2018). Forward with Classics. 
Bloomsbury Academic, London.
5  Matters, E. and Kerrison, E. (2017). Eureka! An introduction to Classical Greek 
for young Australians. Classical Association of NSW.
6  See: In Their Own Words: Some Recently-Published Latin and Greek Course 
Books. (2018). Journal of Classics Teaching, 19(38), 75–88. doi:10.1017/
S2058631018000417.

Comparison of UK and US school systems

UK US

Age of 
student 
(years)

School 
Year name

Key stage 
name School type

National 
examination School Year name School type National examination

4–5 Reception Primary Pre-Kindergarten (PreK)

5–6 Year 1 KS1 Kindergarten (K) Primary / Elementary 
School

6–7 Year 2 First Grade

7–8 Year 3 KS2 Second Grade

8–9 Year 4 Third Grade

9–10 Year 5 Fourth Grade

10–11 Year 6 Fifth Grade

11–12 Year 7 KS3 Secondary Sixth Grade Middle School

12–13 Year 8 Seventh Grade

13–14 Year 9 Eighth Grade

14–15 Year 10 KS4 Ninth Grade Secondary / High 
School

15–16 Year 11 GCSE Tenth Grade

16–17 Year 12 KS5 Sixth Form 
College

AS level Eleventh Grade Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (P-SAT)

17–18 Year 13 A level Twelfth Grade Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)
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