
Today, a transnational constellation of ‘rule of law’ experts advise on ‘good’ 
legal systems to countries in the Global South. Yet these experts often claim 
that the ‘rule of law’ is nearly impossible to define, and they frequently 
point to the limits of their own expertise. In this innovative book, Deval 
Desai identifies this form of expertise as ‘expert ignorance’. Adopting an 
interdisciplinary approach, Desai draws on insights from legal theory, 
sociology, development studies, and performance studies to explore 
how this paradoxical form of expertise works in practice. With a range of 
illustrative cases that span both global and local perspectives, this book 
considers the impact of expert ignorance on the rule of law and on expert 
governance more broadly. Contributing to the study of transnational law, 
governance, and expertise, Desai demonstrates the enduring power of 
proclaiming what one does not know. This title is available as Open Access 
on Cambridge Core.
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN TR ANSNATIONAL LAW

Transnational Law establishes itself as a unique area of legal research, 
practice, and education, domestically and internationally. As a label for 
the norms governing border-crossing commercial exchange, it has long 
been considered as central to a globalizing legal profession. Today, as a 
conceptual framework that captures the interaction of law with a host 
of human sciences, from anthropology to geography, from sociology to 
political science, Transnational Law illustrates the inescapable openness of 
law and legal norms. Implicated in fundamental societal transformations, 
law is both driver and driven. Transnational Law as such functions as a 
methodological perspective through which to identify and conceptualize 
the emergence, contestation and diffusion of law through newly emerging 
constellations of actors, norms and processes. Established in 2017, the 
series will publish monographs in a range of doctrinal areas as well as on 
the intersection between law, legal theory, and the humanities.

Series Editor
Peer Zumbansen

Professor of Transnational Law, The Dickson Poon School of Law,  
King’s College London

A list of books in the series can be found at the end of this volume.
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