Mooring the Global Archive

Martin Dusinberre follows the Yamashiro-maru steamship across Asian
and Pacific waters in an innovative history of Japan’s engagement with
the outside world in the late nineteenth century. His compelling in-
depth analysis reconstructs the lives of some of the thousands of male
and female migrants who left Japan for work in Hawai‘i, Southeast Asia
and Australia. These stories bring together transpacific historiographies
of settler colonialism, labour history and resource extraction in new
ways. Drawing on an unconventional and deeply material archive, from
gravestones to government files, paintings to song, and from digitized
records to the very earth itself, Dusinberre addresses key questions of
method and authorial positionality in the writing of global history. This
engaging investigation into archival practice asks, what is the global
archive, where is it cited, and who are ‘we’ as we cite it? This title is
also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Martin Dusinberre is Professor of Global History at the University
of Zurich.
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Across the world, historians have taken an oceanic turn. New maritime
histories offer fresh approaches to the study of global regions, and to
long-distance and long-term connections. Cambridge Oceanic
Histories includes studies across whole oceans (the Pacific, the Indian,
the Atlantic) and particular seas (among them, the Mediterranean, the
Caribbean, the North Sea, the Black Sea). The series is global in
geography, ecumenical in historical method, and wide in temporal
coverage, intended as a key repository for the most innovative trans-
national and world histories over the longue durée. It brings maritime
history into productive conversation with other strands of historical
research, including environmental history, legal history, intellectual
history, labour history, cultural history, economic history and the his-
tory of science and technology. The editors invite studies that analyse
the human and natural history of the world’s oceans and seas from
anywhere on the globe and from any and all historical periods.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/
cambridgeoceanichistories
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