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The book you are now reading was once my PhD dissertation. It has
been substantially revised and substantially improved, thanks to the
comments, critiques, and advice of many, many individuals.

First and foremost, a heartfelt thank you to the wonderful people
[ worked with and asked questions of in both Colombia and South
Africa, including Pastora and Leo, who welcomed me into their home;
Zeller Alvarez and his team of student-enumerators, who made survey
work fly by; “Daniela,” who encouraged me to think more critically
about the dualities and contradictions present in Colombian life and
law; and the members of Abahlali baseMjondolo, who invited me to
their neighborhoods, meetings, and funerals, and reminded me of the
awesome power of people who follow their convictions. Thank you
to all of the people who I formally interviewed and surveyed, as well
as to all of those who chatted with me over tintos, in taxis, and while
waiting in line.

[ am immensely grateful for the support and encouragement of so
many mentors, colleagues, and friends throughout my time in graduate
school and as I began my career as an assistant professor. Thank you to
my dissertation committee — Ken Roberts, Matt Evangelista, Sid Tar-
row, Lisa Hilbink, and Aziz Rana — who have been, without exception,
generous with their time and unwavering in their support. Ken’s ability
to take your loose series of thoughts and pull out something that is
not only intelligible but exactly what you meant is unrivalled and has
benefitted just about every comparativist at Cornell. I am grateful also
for Ken’s guidance in connecting my work to broader debates in com-
parative politics. Matt reads more carefully than anyone I have ever
met — as far as [ can tell, he has never missed a typo. His engagement
with my work has always been thoughtful and thought-provoking. Sid’s
high standards pushed me to continually strive to be more precise in
my claims and more rigorous in my methods. He models what it looks
like to generously support colleagues and to cultivate networks across
disciplines and continents. Thank you also to Lisa, who has always
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believed in me and who has never shied away from telling me when I
could do better. Her expertise and encouragement have been invalua-
ble. Aziz’s excitement, curiosity, and ability to see the hidden linkages
between events, texts, and ideas have inspired me, and discussions with
him dramatically enhanced the project.

Thank you to Jamila Michener. She provided sharp, thoughtful
feedback throughout the development of the project and has always
been quick with a smile and supportive words. Her commitment to
amplifying the voices of those who are often overlooked in political
science and to unearthing the real-life consequences of what may seem
like technical policy choices make her a scholar-citizen whom I hope
to emulate. Thank you also to Joe Margulies, who read early drafts of
chapters and has offered a clear example of what it means to be an
engaged teacher, researcher, and community member.

[ cannot thank my graduate school friends and colleagues enough. 1
was blessed with a wonderful cohort, made up of people who are both
intellectually curious and genuinely nice. In particular, [ am grateful to
have taken classes and developed projects with David De Micheli and
Michael Allen. David and Michael have been not only great friends,
but also amazing teachers. Liz Acorn was the first person I met in Ithaca.
Her thoughtfulness and generosity are qualities I deeply admire. She
also provided a much-needed example of how to take work seriously but
not get lost in the process. Janice Gallagher’s enthusiasm for life and
commitment to telling the stories of the people who comprise politi-
cal struggles (and, more importantly, her commitment to those people
and those struggles) has inspired me throughout graduate school. Our
conversations across Ithaca, New Orleans, Mexico City, Medellin, and
New York City have both enriched and grounded my research. I was
lucky that my fieldwork in Colombia partially overlapped with Bridget
Marchesi’s. Her critical eye and pragmatic approach greatly improved
my project. Thank you also to Martha Wilfahrt and Natalie Letsa, who
offered advice and friendship, and shared tips and materials for navi-
gating the job market and the first few years on the tenure track. Janet
Smith has been a consummate cheerleader and friend, reminding me
to take breaks and enjoy the best of Ithaca all year round (and later
the Bay Area, though the case for enjoying the Bay all year round is a
much easier one to make, of course). Emilio Lehoucq made sure that I
not only worked during my fieldwork in Bogot4, but also had fun. He
has read almost everything I've ever written and has provided timely,
thoughtful feedback and encouragement, no matter how busy he was.
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[ lucked out once again with the wonderful colleagues I have at San
Francisco State University. Each one reached out to me to help ease
the transition from graduate school to being an assistant professor,
and they all went above and beyond in their efforts to support me as a
teacher, a researcher, and a person. On hikes with Wendy Salkin (and
our dogs, Jackson and Birdie), [ honed the arguments in this book. Her
curiosity and drive to suss out the roots and the implications of each
and every claim, as well as her reminders to be precise with language,
certainly made this book stronger. Runs with Nicole Watts, walks with
Rebecca Eissler, and beers with Chris Longenecker and Kurt Nutting
helped me to stay grounded while pushing this project forward.

In 2020, I was given the opportunity to participate in the Cambridge
Studies in Law and Society Early Career Book Workshop, alongside Toby
Goldbach. The workshop, organized by Rachel Stern, Mark Massoud,
and Jens Meierhenrich, came at just the right time and provided both
the push and direction I needed to transform my dissertation into a viable
book project. Along with Rachel, Mark, and Jens, Dan Brinks and Jamie
Rowen offered careful guidance and excellent feedback on the project.

The project also benefitted from comments offered at conferences and
workshops. I am grateful to have been able to present parts of this book
at various American Political Science Association annual meetings,
Law and Society Association annual meetings, Latin American Studies
Association annual meetings, and the Socio-Legal Studies Association
conference, as well as the Global Law and Politics Workshop (organ-
ized by Rachel Cichowksi, Dan Brinks, Jeff Staton, and Kyle Shen)
and the Cultivating Networks and Innovative Scholarship in Law and
Courts conference (organized by Monica Lineberger, Alyx Mark,
and Abby Matthews). Comments from Karen Alter, Celeste Arring-
ton, Dan Brinks, Jenn Earl, Chuck Epp, Diana Fu, Janice Gallagher,
Mary Gallagher, Esteban Hoyos, Alex Huneeus, Filiz Kahraman, Gabi
Kruks-Wisner, Ke Li, Michael McCann, Angela Pdez, Wendy Salkin,
Nick Smith, Kira Tait, Sid Tarrow, Lisa Vanhala, Andrea Vil4dn, Susan
Whiting, and many others helped me develop this book into its strong-
est form. Lisa Vanhala, in particular, has been a tireless supporter of
this project and all my research.

Luis Robayo captured a moment that perfectly encapsulates the
argument you will find this book, and I am so grateful for his support in
using that photograph as the cover image.

Thank you also to my family: Mom, Dad, Leah, Jackson, Filbert, and
Hazelnut. Your love and support mean the world to me.
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Acknowledgments sections often include a line or two suggesting
that the book is for family, friends, or interlocutors. I couldn’t have
done it without the gracious help of everyone listed above, but this
book was my dream; it’s for me.

Finally, this book relies on some of the same interview and survey
data that appears in previously published articles, including my 2018
Law & Society Review article, “Ambivalent Legal Mobilization: Percep-
tions of Justice and the Use of the Tutela in Colombia,” my 2020 Com-
parative Political Studies article, “On the Social Construction of Legal
Grievances: Evidence from Colombia and South Africa,” my 2020
Comparative Politics article, “Constitutional Rights and Social Welfare:
Exploring Claims-Making Practices in Post-Apartheid South Africa,”
and my forthcoming Human Rights Quanrterly article, “Judicial Agency
and the Adjudication of Social Rights.” Each of these articles, how-
ever, advances a distinct argument from the core argument of the book.
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Map of Colombia with Departments
Source: Wikimedia commons, Camilo Sanchez

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 13.201.136.108, on 01 Aug 2025 at 13:56:46, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009367738


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009367738
https://www.cambridge.org/core

