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ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND HISTORIC BUILDINGS. H.M. Office of
Works. CORBRIDGE Roman Station (Corstopitum) Northumberland. Official
Guide by Eric BIRLEY, M.A., F.S.A. London : His Majesty’s Stationery Office.
6d, postage 1d.

There are guides and guides. This is one of the best sixpennyworth that we have
seen. It combines a useful account of the site with a brief description of those parts
which are still to be seen and the objects found. The description of Corstopitum as
a  station’ is perhaps misleading to some, but it was an important road station during
the greater part of the Roman occupation, and it was perhaps only the death of the
emperor Severus at York in A.D. 211 that prevented it from becoming a legionary fortress.
An adequate description of the finds could hardly be contained in the four and a half
pages allocated to this section. Mr Birley more than hints that Corstopitum may have
had some sub-Roman existence after the close of the 4th century, and the fact that the
names of Corstopitum and Luguvallium (Carlisle) alone of all the Roman sites in
Northumberland and Cumberland are still partly incorporated in the modern names of
the sites is suggestive. Corchester was the name attached to the site of Corstopitum, and
the Anglian chester of the one gives place to the Celtic caer of the other. W.P.H.
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