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Institute of Hygiene
To the Editor: Catholic University of the Sacred Heart
Concerning the comment on the study “Health tech- Head Epidemiology and Biostatistics Unit
nology assessment agencies: An international overview of Catholic University of the Sacred Heart
organizational aspects,” here are our responses. Largo E. Vito 1
Our study summarizes the results of a research project  Rome, Jraly, 00168
carried out during 2004—-06. Data acquisition was performed
at the very end of 2004 and in mid 2006. Agencies were in-  Elena Di Ghionno, Health Economist
cluded in the interview on the basis of their INAHTA mem-  (¢lenadighionno@asrabruzzo.ir)
bership at that time, and this explains the absence of some, ~ Researcher
more recent, INAHTA members. Tommaso Staniscia, MD
We want to emphasize that there was no “selection” (stanisci@igiene.unich.it)
process driven by the researchers; however, several agencies Associate Professor
were nonresponders. It must be remembered that answering ~ Chair of Hygiene
a questionnaire is a voluntary act, so there is no means to University of Chieti
guarantee an answer from a very important organization, Via Via dei Vestini 5
such as the AHRQ or others. We agree, however, that the Chieti, Italy, 66013
absence of a response/results from some large or otherwise  \assimo Neroni, Engineer
important organizations could have an impact on the outcome (massimo.neroni @iss.if)

of the analysis. Research Director

We are well aware that, from the start of the project un- Italian National Institute of Health
til our study was published, some agencies were renamed. Viale Regina Elena
Moreover, in more than in one case, we received question- Rome, Italy, 00148

naires from agencies that were renamed months before still
carrying the old affiliation. In addition, some of the agencies ~ Americo Cicchetti, PhD
continued to publish information under their old name (see ~ Frofessor
for example, INAHTA Brief 2005/49 for ANAES). Faculty of Economics
Excluding from the survey academic institutes because Catholic University of Sacred Heart, Rome, Italy
of a supposed lack of regulatory impact would have beena ~ Largo F Vito 1

clear bias in the study. It is well known that even govern-  Rome, Italy, 00168

mental agencies very often lack regulatory power. Regarding Konrade Von Bremen, MD

the matter of legal mandate, we decided to investigate an in- (konrade.von.bremen@medtronic.com)
direct effect of this aspect in the form of “prescriptiveness,” A ssociate Professor

because legal mandates are not reliable indicators of “regula- Chair of Hygiene

tory power” because they are heavily dependent on the type University of Cassino

of healthcare organization in the corresponding country. Cassino, Italy, 03043
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Researcher Head Institute of Hygiene

Italian National Institute of Health Catholic University of the Sacred Heart
Viale Regina Elena Largo F. Vito 1

Rome, Italy, 00148 Rome, Italy, 00168

242 INTL. J. OF TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT IN HEALTH CARE 24:2, 2008

https://doi.org/10.1017/50266462308081026 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266462308081026



