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ABSTRACTS

GEOGRAPHIC DIFFUSION AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE
PoOSTCOMMUNIST WORLD
ByJEFFREY S. KOPSTEIN and DAVID A. REILLY

Since the collapse of communism the states of postcommunist Europe and Asia have defined
for themselves, and have had defined for them, two primary tasks: the construction of viable
market economies and the establishment of working institutions of representative democracy.
The variation in political and economic outcomes in the postcommunist space makes it, without
question, the most diverse “region” in the world. What explains the variation? All of the big win-
ners of postcommunism share the trait of being geographically close to the former border of the
noncommunist world. Even controlling for cultural differences, historical legacies, and paths of
extrication, the spatial effect remains consistent and strong across the universe of postcommunist
cases. This suggests the spatially dependent nature of the diffusion of norms, resources, and in-
stitutions that are necessary to the construction of political democracies and market economies
in the postcommunist era. The authors develop and adduce evidence for the spatial dependence
hypothesis, test it against rival hypotheses, and illustrate the relationships at work through three
theoretically important case studies.

PARTISAN GOVERNMENTS, THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY, AND
MACROECONOMIC POLITICS IN ADVANCED NATIONS, 1960-93

By CARLES BOIX

This article examines the impact of parties, domestic institutions, and the international econ-
omy on the conduct of monetary and fiscal policies using time-series cross-section data from
nineteen OECD countries for the years between 1960 and the mid-1990s. The results are as fol-
lows. Partisan governments have affected, alone and in interaction with the organization of labor
markets, the pattern of macroeconomic management. Still, their impact has varied over time,
partly as a function of economic conditions but fundamentally as a function of the degree of fi-
nancial liberalization and the exchange-rate system in place. After following broadly similar
macroeconomic policies in the 1960s, OECD governments pursued divergent monetary and fiscal
policies in response to the economic slowdown of the 1970s. Even when they initially adopted
countercyclical measures, conservative governments quickly favored tight monetary policies and
strove to achieve fiscal discipline. By contrast, taking advantage of generalized capital controls
and floating exchange rates, socialist cabinets embraced demand management policies in a sys-
tematic fashion—mostly through budget deficits in corporatist countries and through both loose
monetary and loose fiscal measures in noncorporatist settings. As financial liberalization pro-
gressed in the early 1980s, partisan- and institution-led differences in macroeconomic policies
waned across countries.

THE EvoLvING ArMS CONTROL AGENDA
IMPLICATIONS OF THE ROLE OF NGOS IN BANNING ANTIPERSONNEL LANDMINES

By KENNETH R. RUTHERFORD

This article examines the role NGOs have played in placing and controlling the landmine-ban
issue on the international arms control agenda, which eventually changed state behavior toward
landmines. It develops a framework for agenda setting to examine how and why NGOs were suc-
cessful in this role. More importantly, the article also examines how NGOs were able to generate
state action toward the support of the Ottawa Treaty banning antipersonnel landmines, which
marked the first time a weapon in widespread use has been banned. The article makes two in-
terrelated arguments. First, NGOs initiated the landmine ban by placing it on the international
arms control agenda, which gained intense media and public attention for the cause. The NGOs
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accomplished their goal by utilizing cognitive attribution strategies to educate the public about
the minimal military utility of landmines and the humanitarian problems they pose. Second,
NGOs changed states’ perception toward the legality and use of landmines once the issue was on
the agenda by highlighting the horrible effects and disproportionate consequences of landmine
use, playing leadership games with influential individuals and states, and claiming that anti-ban
states were using incoherent arguments. In comparison, NGOs have not been included in the
agenda-setting processes of most other major arms control and disarmament treaties, which typ-
ically are negotiated at the behest of major powers. These arguments address the broader ques-
tion of agency in world politics by showing potential conditions of how NGOs can instigate
governments to address issues in a way that may culminate in international law.

NoT wiTH ONE VOICE
AN EXPLANATION OF INTRAGROUP VARIATION IN NATIONALIST SENTIMENT

By DMITRY GORENBURG

Support for nationalism among minorities in multiethnic countries has received a great deal
of scholarly attention in recent years. Few of these studies, however, have delved into the social
bases of support for nationalism within a particular ethnic group. Scholars who study national-
ism usually assume that support for nationalism among the members of an ethnic group is either
randomly distributed or identical for all members of the group. Both assumptions are implausi-
ble. This article secks to show that support for nationalism among members of an ethnic group
is neither constant nor random. Furthermore, it argues that the extent to which members of so-
cial subgroups within the ethnic group come to support nationalism is predictable and is based
on a particular sequence of mobilization. This sequence depends on the extent to which mem-
bers of each subgroup possess a sense of common collective identity and on the strength of their
social ties with those who are at the forefront of the mobilization effort. Both of these factors in
turn depend largely on the extent to which state institutions promote ethnic identification
among the minority population and create links that increase the density of intragroup social
ties. Ethnic institutions are thus the key factor in explaining the sequence by which social groups
within an ethnic minority population come to support nationalism.

PoOST-POSTCOMMUNISM
TRANSITION, COMPARISON, AND THE END OF “EASTERN EUROPE”

By CHARLES KING

A decade after the end of European and Eurasian communism the once acrimonious debates
between “area studies” and “the discipline” have largely subsided. Access to archives, survey data,
and political elites has allowed east European countries to be treated as normal arenas of re-
search. Recent work by both younger and established scholars has made serious contributions
not only to the understanding of postcommunism but also to broader research questions about
the political economy of reform, federalism, transitional justice, and nationalism and interethnic
relations. The key issue for students of postcommunism is explaining the highly variable paths
that east European and Eurasian states have taken since 1989. Compared with the relative ho-
mogeneity of outcomes in earlier transitions in southern Europe and Latin America—extrica-
tion from previous regimes followed by long periods of consolidation—the record in the east
looks profoundly more varied: a handful of successful transitions and easy consolidations, several
incomplete transitions, a few transitions followed by reversion to authoritarian politics, even
some transitions that never really began at all. The works under review point scholars toward the
study of the institutional legacies of state socialism: the “subversive institutions” of the commu-
nist state, the institutional dimensions of ethnic solidarity and mobilization, and the emerging
patterns of interinstitutional bargaining in the first years of postcommunism.
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