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I analyse and numerically evaluate the radiation field generated by an experimentally
realized embodiment of an electric polarization current whose rotating distribution
pattern moves with linear speeds exceeding the speed of light in vacuum. I find that
the flux density of the resulting emission (i) has a dominant value and is linearly
polarized within a sharply delineated radiation beam whose orientation and polar
width are determined by the range of values of the linear speeds of the rotating
source distribution, and (ii) decays with the distance d from the source as d~* in
which the value of o lies between 1 and 2 (instead of being equal to 2 as in a
conventional radiation) across the beam. In that the rate at which boundaries of
the retarded distribution of such a source change with time depends on its duration
monotonically, this is an intrinsically transient emission process: temporal rate of
change of the energy density of the radiation generated by it has a time-averaged
value that is negative (instead of being zero as in a conventional radiation) at points
where the envelopes of the wave fronts emanating from the constituent volume
elements of the source distribution are cusped. The difference in the fluxes of power
across any two spheres centred on the source is in this case balanced by the change
with time of the energy contained inside the shell bounded by those spheres. These
results are relevant not only to long-range transmitters in communications technology
but also to astrophysical objects containing rapidly rotating neutron stars (such as
pulsars) and to the interpretation of the energetics of the multi-wavelength emissions
from sources that lie at cosmological distances (such as radio and gamma-ray bursts).
The analysis presented in this paper is self-contained and supersedes my earlier works
on this problem.
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1. Introduction

Radiation problems in electrodynamics are customarily analysed in the frequency
domain with the far-field approximation and under the assumption that retarded
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solution of Maxwell’s equations for the electromagnetic field can be written down in
analogy with the classical expression for the retarded potential. These constraints and
presuppositions relinquish the possibility of detecting a host of effects ab initio when
the problem involves constructive interference of the emitted waves and formation of
propagating caustics. Neither can the sudden changes that characterize the solutions to
these problems be easily discerned without recourse to an analysis in the time domain,
nor can the emitted waves that are described by such solutions be approximated by
plane waves (as effected by the far-field approximation) when they have cusped
envelopes that propagate into the far zone. The a priori assumption that the retarded
field like the retarded potential automatically satisfies the boundary conditions at
infinity is moreover unfounded as we shall see in this paper.

A case in point is the problem of finding the radiation generated by an extended
source whose distribution pattern rigidly rotates with linear speeds exceeding the
speed of light in vacuum. Such a source is not incompatible with the requirements
of special relativity because its superluminally moving distribution pattern is created
by the correlated motion of aggregates of subluminally moving charged particles
(Bolotovskii & Ginzburg 1972; Ginzburg 1972; Bolotovskii & Bykov 1990). This
and other types of superluminal sources have already been created in the laboratory
(Ardavan et al. 2004b; Bolotovskii & Serov 2005).

In this paper I present a detailed mathematical treatment of this problem in the time
domain that is based on first principles. The results I obtain turn out to be radically
different from those of other treatments of this problem that are based on commonly
made assumptions and approximations (Hannay 2000; Hewish 2000; Hannay 2001,
2006, 2008, 2009; McDonald 2004; Kalapotharakos, Contopoulos & Kazanas 2012).
I will pinpoint the assumptions and approximations responsible for this discrepancy
and explain why they fail in the present instance. I will also devote an appendix to
illustrating Hadamard’s method for extracting the finite part of a divergent integral
(Hadamard 2003) which seems to be less widely known than the other two pivotal
methods used in this analysis: the time-domain version (Burridge 1995) of the
uniform asymptotic expansion near a caustic (Chester, Friedman & Ursell 1957) and
the method of steepest descent (see, e.g. Bender & Orszag 1999). To the extent that
(i) it is self-contained, (ii) it presents a more exact and thorough analysis of the
problem, (iii) it demonstrates how the requirements of the conservation of energy
are met in the present case and (iv) it includes, for the first time, numerical results
that depict the characteristic features of the generated radiation comprehensively, this
paper supersedes my earlier works on this problem (Ardavan 1998; Ardavan, Ardavan
& Singleton 2004c¢; Ardavan et al. 2007, 2008a, 2009b).

I start with an analytic expression for a generic electric polarization whose
sinusoidal distribution pattern rotates with a constant angular velocity (figure 1). This
expression represents a single Fourier component of any source whose distribution
pattern rotates rigidly. A discretized version of such a polarization can be created
in the laboratory by surrounding a dielectric ring with an array of electrode pairs
that oscillate with the same frequency but differing phases (figures 2 and 3). In
§2, I will specify the accuracy with which the discrete distribution of the moving
source created by such a device matches the continuous distribution described by the
original analytic expression and will list an experimentally viable set of values for
the parameters of this device to emphasize that the propagation speed of the created
distribution can easily exceed the speed of light in vacuum.

In §3, I show that to satisfy the required boundary conditions at infinity the
free-space radiation field of an accelerated superluminal source has to be calculated
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FIGURE 1. Schematic representation of the distribution pattern of the electric polarization
described by (2.1) at a given (7, z). The circles designate the edges of the dielectric ring
hosting the polarization and the sinusoidal curve designates the rigidly rotating wave train
whose linear speed rw (along the shown arrows) exceeds the speed of light in vacuum.
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FIGURE 2. Schematic view of the experimental apparatus (a) from above and (b) from
the side, showing the boundaries of the dielectric medium (in orange) and the electrode
pairs (in blue).

(in the Lorenz gauge) by means of the retarded solution of the wave equation for
the electromagnetic potential. There is a fundamental difference between the classical
expression for the retarded potential and the corresponding retarded solution of
the wave equation that governs the electromagnetic field. We will see that while
the boundary contribution to the retarded solution for the potential can always be
rendered equal to zero by means of a gauge transformation that preserves the Lorenz
condition, the boundary contribution to the retarded solution of the wave equation for
the field cannot be assumed to be zero a priori.

An integral representation of the radiation field of an extended charge-current with
a rigidly rotating distribution pattern is obtained from the retarded solution of the
wave equation for the potential in §4. The field that arises from each constituent
volume element of the rotating distribution pattern of such a source (in this paper
labelled by its position at time ¢t = 0) acts as the Green’s function for the present
problem (§§4.1 and 4.2). I derive an expression for this Green’s function in §4.3
and show that it is singular on the envelope of the wave fronts that emanate from the
superluminally rotating volume element acting as its source (figure 5). Outside the
envelope — a tube-like surface consisting of two sheets that tangentially meet along a
spiralling cusp (figure 6) — only one wave front passes through the observation point
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FIGURE 3. The oscillating voltage V on each electrode pair versus the ¢ coordinate
(p, =27mn/N with n=1, ..., 21) of the centre of that electrode at four equally spaced
consecutive times (f; <, <t3 <t;). The electrodes oscillate with the same frequency but
differing phases. It can be seen that the phase difference between the oscillations of the
adjacent electrode pairs sets this discretized wave train in motion. The fundamental Fourier
component of the resulting discretized polarization, here depicted by a solid sinusoidal
curve, thus moves in the azimuthal direction with a speed that can exceed the speed of
light in vacuum, even though the charges whose separation creates the polarization move
in a different direction with a different speed.

at any given observation time; but inside the envelope three distinct wave fronts,
emitted at three distinct values of the retarded time, simultaneously pass through
each observation point (figure 4). It is the coalescence of two of the contributing
retarded times on the envelope of wave fronts that gives rise to the constructive
interference of the waves and so the divergence of the Green’s function on this
surface. At an observation point on the cusp locus of the envelope all three of the
contributing retarded times coalesce and the Green’s function has a higher-order
singularity (figure 7).

In §4.4, I introduce the notion of bifurcation surface: a two-sheeted cusped surface
reciprocal to the envelope of wave fronts that resides in the space of source points,
instead of residing in the space of observation points, and issues from the observation
point, instead of issuing from a source point (figure 8). Intersection of the bifurcation
surface of an observation point with the volume of the source divides this volume into
two parts. The source elements inside the bifurcation surface make their contributions
toward the observed field at three distinct values of the retarded time, while the
source elements outside the bifurcation surface make their contributions at a single
value of the retarded time (as a subluminally moving source would). The source
elements inside and close to the bifurcation surface, for which the values of two of
the contributing retarded times approach one another, and the source elements inside
the bifurcation surface close to its cusp, for which all three values of the contributing
retarded times coalesce, are by far the dominant contributors toward the strength
of the observed field. This is reflected in the fact that the phase of the integrand
of the integral defining the Green’s function (i.e. the space—time distance between
the observation point and source points) has two stationary points, occurring on the
two sheets of the bifurcation surface, which coalesce for the source elements on the
cusp locus of the bifurcation surface (in this paper referred to as C). By applying
the time-domain version of the method already developed by Chester et al. (1957)
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FIGURE 4. Generic forms of the function g(g) for source points whose (7, z) coordinates
lie across the boundary A = 0 delineating the projection of the cusp curve of the
bifurcation surface onto the (7, z) plane (see figure 11). Depending on whether ¢ lies
outside or inside the interval (¢_, ¢,), contributions are made toward the observed field
(i.e. the argument g(¢) — ¢ of the Dirac delta function in (4.5) vanishes) at either one or
three retarded positions of the source. For a horizontal line g =¢ that either approaches
an extremum of g(¢) from inside the interval (¢_, ¢.) or passes through an inflection
point of g(¢), two or all three of the retarded positions in question coalesce and so their
contributions interfere constructively to form caustics. This figure is for 7 =3 and only
shows two rotation periods. At higher speeds, the difference between the values of ¢,
and ¢_ can be large enough for a horizontal line g =¢ to intersect g(¢) over more than
one rotation period (see figure 36). Contributions toward the observed field can thus arise,
not only from one or three, but from any odd number of retarded positions of the source.
There are contributions from more than three retarded times whenever the rotation period
of the source is shorter than the time taken by the collapsing sphere |x —xp|=c(t — tp),
centred on the observation point P, to cross the orbit of the source.
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FIGURE 5. Cross-sections with the plane zp =Z of the spherical wave fronts emanating
from a rotating source point. This source has an angular frequency of rotation, w, that is
constant and a speed, rw, that exceeds the speed of light ¢ in vacuum. The larger circle
depicts the orbit of the source and the smaller circle the light cylinder r=c/w. The heavier
(red) curves show the intersection of the envelope of these wave fronts (see figure 6) with
the plane of rotation.

and Burridge (1995) for this type of integral, I calculate a uniform asymptotic
approximation to the value of the Green’s function near the cusp locus of the
bifurcation surface in §4.5.
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FIGURE 6. Three-dimensional view (in the space (7p, ¢p, Zp) of observation points) of the
envelope of wave fronts emanating from the rotating source point (7, ¢, z). This envelope
consists of two sheets that tangentially meet along a cusp (see figure 7). The singular
sheet, i.e. the sheet that issues from the source point with an initial conical shape, is that
described by ¢p=¢ — ¢_(7p, Zp; I, 2).

FIGURE 7. The cusp along which the two sheets of the envelope of wave fronts meet and
are tangent to one another. This cusp touches and is tangent to the light cylinder 7» =1
on the plane Zp =z and spirals outward into the far field on the hyperbolic surface of
revolution A(7p, Zp; 7, 2) =0 (see figure 12).

The Green’s function for the present problem has a complicated singularity structure:
it diverges only if one of the sheets of the bifurcation surface is approached from
inside this surface but it remains finite (with values that in general differ on opposite
sides of the cusp) if either of these sheets is approached from outside the bifurcation
surface (figures 9 and 10). Consequently, when the expression for the retarded
potential in terms of this Green’s function is treated as a generalized function, so
that it can be differentiated under the integral sign to obtain the field, the result is a
divergent integral. This is the kind of divergence, well understood in the context of
generalized functions, that occurs when the orders of two limiting operations (here,
integration and differentiation) are interchanged. It can be handled, as illustrated by
the example given in appendix A, by means of Hadamard’s regularization technique
(Hadamard 2003).

We will see in §4.6 that Hadamard’s finite part of the resulting divergent integral
that represents the field of a constituent ring of the source distribution consists of two
types of terms: (i) boundary terms extending over the intersections of the two sheets
of the bifurcation surface with the source distribution, i.e. the terms that embody
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FIGURE 8. The two sheets ¢ = ¢, of the bifurcation surface issuing from the observation
point P, the cusp C of this surface and the light cylinder 7= 1. In contrast to the envelope
of wave fronts which resides in the space of observation points, the surface shown here
resides in the space (r, ¢, z) of source points: it is the locus of source points that approach
P, along the radiation direction, with the speed of light at the retarded time. The two
sheets of this surface meet along a cusp that tangentially touches the light cylinder at
Z =2Zzp and moves outward spiralling around the rotation axis on the hyperbolic surface
of revolution A(F, Z; 7p, Zp) =0 (see figure 11). The source points on this cusp approach
the observer along the radiation direction not only with the speed of light but also with
zero acceleration at the retarded time. The source would normally be distributed over
a finite volume close to the light cylinder. If the position of the observation point is
such that the cusp shown here intersects the source distribution, there will be wave fronts
with differing emission times that are received simultaneously: while the source points
outside the bifurcation surface make their contributions toward the value of the observed
field at a single instant of retarded time, the source points inside this surface make their
contributions at 3 (or 5,7, ...) distinct instants of retarded time.
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FIGURE 9. Dependence of the Green’s function G, on x in cases where g, is positive
and appreciably greater than |p,;/ci|. The two sheets ¢, and ¢_ of the bifurcation surface
map onto the distinct values y =1 and x = —1 of y, respectively, even at the cusp locus
of the bifurcation surface where the separation ¢, — ¢_ of these two sheets vanishes. The
Green’s function thus diverges only for source points inside the bifurcation surface whose
retarded positions coalesce when they approach this surface or its cusp from |x| < 1.

the contributions from the discontinuities of the Green’s function and (ii) a three-
dimensional integral extending over the volume of the source that is equivalent to
the classical expression for the radiation field of an extended source in terms of the
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FIGURE 10. Dependence of the Green’s function G,; on x in cases where p,; is positive
and appreciably greater than |c,q,;| (see also figure 9).

retarded value of the electric charge-current density. In this paper I refer to the part of
the radiation from a superluminally rotating source that is described by the boundary
terms in question as the unconventional component of the radiation.

The bifurcation surface of an observation point intersects the rotating distribution
pattern of the source at points which approach the observer along the radiation
direction with the speed of light at the retarded time. The source elements that lie on
the cusp locus of the bifurcation surface approach the observer along the radiation
direction not only with the speed of light but also with zero acceleration at the
retarded time (§5). Conversely, the cusp loci of the envelopes of wave fronts that
emanate from the superluminally rotating volume elements of the source distribution
span a radiation beam in the space of observation points that is composed of
constructively interfering waves or caustics. Geometries of the cusp loci in the
spaces of source points (figure 11) and observation points (figure 12) and the parts
they play in determining the source elements responsible for, and the regions occupied
by, the unconventional radiation will be discussed in §5.1.

Section 6 will be devoted to demonstrating that the integral representation of the
part of the field that arises from the volume of the source is the same as that for the
field of any other time-dependent extended source regardless of whether the volume
elements of the source make their contributions toward the observed field at single or
multiple values of the retarded time, i.e. regardless of whether the source distribution
lies entirely (or partly) inside the bifurcation surface of the observation point (§6.1)
or outside it (§6.2).

The part of the radiation field that arises from the discontinuities of the Green’s
function, i.e. the part describing the unconventional component of the radiation,
is given by the difference between two surface integrals each extending over the
intersection of the source distribution with one of the sheets of the bifurcation
surface (§7). The phase of the oscillating exponential factor in the integrand of one
of these integrals (the one associated with the singular sheet of the bifurcation surface
which contains a conical vertex) has a vanishing derivative with respect to the radial
coordinate of source points along a two-dimensional curve (in this paper referred to
as S), while that of the other integral (the one associated with the regular sheet of
the bifurcation surface) has no stationary points. For an observation point in the far
zone, the locus § of stationary points lies extremely close to the cusp locus C of the
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FIGURE 11. The dash-dotted curve is the projection of the cusp locus of the bifurcation
surface, C, onto the (7, z) plane, i.e. the projection of the locus of source points that
approach the observer along the radiation direction with the speed of light and zero
acceleration at the retarded time (see (4.24)). The solid curve (in red) is the locus S of
the stationary points of the function ¢_, i.e. the stationary points of the phase of the
exponential factor that appears in the integrand of the expression for the field [E> B®]
(see (5.8) and (7.2)). The dotted rectangle represents the boundary of the support S’
of the source term s defined in (2.7), i.e. the boundary of the projection of the source
distribution described in §2 onto the (7, z) plane. The part of the source distribution
whose projection lies to the left of curve C, for which A <0, only generates a spherically
decaying conventional field. Whether the cusp locus C intersects the source distribution
(as shown here) or lies to the left or right of the domain &’ is dictated by the polar
coordinate dp of the observation point P (see (5.12)). In plotting this figure, I have placed
the observation point close to the source (at 7p =Zp =3) in order to render the separation
between C and S visible. As RP increases, these two curves overlap and tend toward the
vertical. For Rp>> 1, the radial distance between C and S at an arbitrary z diminishes as

R;? (see (7.3)).

bifurcation surface (figure 11): the separation between these two loci shrinks as Rp>
with the distance Rp of the observer from the source (§7.1).

Given that the cusp C constitutes one of the limits of integration in the expression
for the unconventional radiation field, its proximity to the locus of stationary points S
of the integrand of the integral over the singular sheet of the bifurcation surface means
that the contributions of the two neighbouring critical loci C and S toward the value
of this integral cannot be taken into account properly without resorting to a technique
more discerning than a direct numerical integration. In §7, I perform the integration
with respect to the radial coordinate in the integral in question by the method of
steepest descent (see, e.g. Bender & Orszag 1999). I regard the radial coordinate
everywhere in the expression for the unconventional radiation field as complex and
invoke Cauchy’s integral theorem to deform the original paths of integration along the
real axis into contours of steepest descent in the complex plane through the critical
points of the integral (§7.2). The critical points consist in each case of the original
boundaries of integration along the real axis and the stationary points (if any) of the
phases of the exponential factors in the integrand.
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FIGURE 12. Counterpart of figure 11 in the (7p, ¢p, Zp)-space of observation points. While
the cusp locus C in figure 11 is described by A =0 for fixed values of (7p, Zp), the
hyperbolas shown here are described by A =0 for fixed values of the source coordinates
(7, 2): the values (7y, Zp) and (7, —Z). If the observation point P lies in the space
(coloured orange) between the hyperbolas, then the cusp locus C of the bifurcation surface
intersects the source distribution shown in figure 11. But if the observation point P lies
in the space (coloured yellow) that is bounded by the inner hyperbola, then A is positive
throughout the source distribution and the cusp locus C lies to the left of the source
distribution shown in figure 11. On the other hand, at observation points in 0 < 6p <6
and m — 07 < 0p < 7 (outside the coloured regions), A is negative throughout the source
distribution and the cusp locus C lies to the right of the source distribution shown in
figure 11. In cases where the lower boundary of the source distribution shown in figure 11
falls on or within the light cylinder, i.e. 7, < 1 but 7y > 1, the two arms of the inner
hyperbola shown here coalesce onto the 7p-axis and the cusp locus of the bifurcation
surface intersects the source distribution for all points of the (expanded orange) space
inside the outer hyperbola.

The range of integration along the real axis, i.e. the radial extent of the portion
of the source that contributes toward the value of the unconventional field at the
observation point, is determined by the intersection of the bifurcation surface with
the source distribution and so changes as the position of the observation point changes
(figure 11). To find the distribution of this radiation over all angles we therefore have
to determine the paths of steepest descent for different ranges of values of the polar
coordinate of the observation point separately. In the case of observation points
located inside the region (coloured orange) that is bounded by the two hyperbolas in
figure 12, for which the loci C and S both intersect the source distribution (as shown
in figure 11), I will analyse the paths of steepest descent through the critical points
of the integral over the singular sheet of the bifurcation surface in § 7.3 and those
through the boundary points of the integral over the regular sheet in § 7.4. In the case
of observation points located inside the region (coloured yellow) that encompasses
the equatorial plane in figure 12, for which the entire source distribution lies within
the bifurcation surface, the field receives no contributions from the loci C or S and
the integration can be performed accurately along the real axis (§7.8). In the case
of observation points located in the narrow transition intervals between the above
regions, for which only one of the loci C or § intersect the source distribution, one
can find the relevant paths of steepest descent as outlined in §9.

Outcomes of the analyses in §§7.3 and 7.4 enable us to express the boundary
fields (i.e. the two contributions toward the value of the unconventional field from the
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singular and regular sheets of the bifurcation surface) each as a sum of the integrals
over the steepest-descent paths that pass through their critical points and any paths
at infinity that are needed to close the integration contours (Bender & Orszag 1999).
Phases of the decaying exponential factors in the integrands of the integrals over
the steepest-descent paths are all multiplied by an integer designating the ratio of
the radiation frequency to the rotation frequency (i.e. the number of wavelengths of
the polarization wave train that fits around the circumference of the dielectric ring
hosting the sinusoidal source distribution (figure 1)). Even for moderate values of this
integer (of the order of 10) the main contributions toward the value of each integral
come from short segments of the steepest-descent paths next to the critical points
from which they issue. In §§7.5 and 7.6, I accordingly approximate the values of
the boundary fields by ignoring the connecting paths at infinity and by performing
the integration along each steepest-descent path only as far as a point beyond which
the change in the resulting value of the integral becomes negligible (to within a
pre-specified level of accuracy).

The asymptotic approximations to the values of the two boundary integrals found
in §§7.5 and 7.6 will be combined in §§7.7 and 7.8 and their resultant will be
added to the contribution from the volume of the source found in § 6 to obtain the
total radiation field in various regions of the space of observation points outside the
transitional intervals in § 8.

The results arrived at in §8 yield the electromagnetic field generated by a
polarization current density that, while having an azimuthally rotating distribution
pattern, flows in an arbitrary direction. I will determine the flux density of energy and
the state of polarization of the radiation described by this field for the following two
specific cases corresponding to two differently designed versions of the experimental
device sketched in figure 2: for a current that flows axially, i.e. parallel to the rotation
axis (§10.1) and for a current that flows radially perpendicular to the rotation axis
(§10.2).

Numerical evaluation of each integral in the expression for the total radiation field
for which the integration with respect to the radial coordinate is performed along a
steepest-descent path involves solving a transcendental equation — one that defines the
path in question — at every point of the integration domain. Moreover, the integrands
of such integrals mostly have gradients whose values along their corresponding
steepest-descent paths are not only large at the critical points from which the paths
issue but also increase as the distance of the observer from the source increases. To
render the time required for evaluating such integrals manageable, therefore, only
discrete sets of values of the quantities that characterize the radiation will be plotted
in § 11 instead of continuous curves.

In §11.1, I discuss the characteristic features of the emission from a polarization
current parallel to the rotation axis for which the range of values of the source
speed across the dielectric (in figures 1 and 2) is such that the non-spherically
decaying part of the radiation propagates between the polar angles 60° and 70°
(and 110° and 120°). I first present, in figure 21, the full angular distribution of the
time-averaged value of the radial component of normalized Poyntlng vector (in a
logarithmic scale) at a relatively close distance to the source: at Rp = 10, where Rp
denotes the radial coordinate Rp of the observation point in units of a light-cylinder
radius. (The light-cylinder radius c¢/w is the distance from the rotation axis at which
a distribution pattern rigidly rotating with the angular velocity @ would attain a linear
speed equal to the speed of light in vacuum c.) The factor by which the Poynting
vector is normalized here, and elsewhere in this paper, is the mean value of the power
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that propagates across the sphere Rp =10 per unit solid angle. Only the radiation
distribution in 0 < 6p <90° will be shown because this distribution is symmetric both
with respect to the equatorial plane and around the rotation axis (6p denotes the polar
coordinate of the observation point P measured from the axis of rotation). The rapid
changes in the magnitude of the Poynting vector in figure 21 occur when the cusp
locus of the bifurcation surface associated with the observation point enters or leaves
the source distribution; they reflect the presence or absence of source elements that
approach the observation point along the radiation direction with the speed of light
and zero acceleration at the retarded time. )

The angular distribution of the radiation at the larger values 10> to 10° of Rp
will be presented only between the polar angles 60° and 70° where this distribution
changes with distance (figure 22). The angular distribution of the radiation in the rest
of the interval 0 < 6p < 90° is the same as that shown in figure 21 at all distances.
To facilitate the comparison between these distributions, I will vertically shift the plot
of each distribution by the number of decibels by which their ordinates would have
changed if the magnitude of the Poynting vector for this part of the radiation had
diminished as IA€;2 with distance. The separation between the shifted distributions in
this and the corresponding figures presented in §§ 11.2 and 11.3 will be a measure of
the degree to which the dependence of the Poynting vector on distance departs from
that predicted by the inverse-square law. I will obtain a quantitative measure of this
departure by plotting logarithm of the radial component of the Poynting vector versus
logarithm of distance at various polar angles inside the non-spherically decaying
radiation beam (figure 24). From the slope of the curve fitted to these data one will
be able to infer the value of the exponent « in the power-law dependence R,* of the
radial component of the Poynting vector on distance at various polar angles inside
the non-spherically decaying radiation beam (figure 25). In § 11.1, I will also (i) plot
the angular distribution of the radiation at various distances in polar coordinates
(figure 23) and (ii) point out how the requirements of the conservation of energy
(discussed in appendix C) are met in this case.

Corresponding results for the emission from another polarization current parallel to
the rotation axis whose rotating distribution pattern moves with the linear speeds ¢ and
1.2¢ at the inner and outer radii of the dielectric (in figures 1 and 2) are presented
in §11.2. The new feature of the radiation in this case, where the non-spherically
decaying beam encompasses the equatorial plane, is that the magnitude of the radial
component of Poynting vector exhibits a prominent maximum within a narrowing solid
angle centred on the plane of rotation (figures 26-28). The narrow equatorial radiation
beam in question stems from an additional mechanism of focusing which comes into
play whenever the observation point is closer to the equatorial plane than half the
width of the source distribution normal to this plane (§ 7.1). Though significantly more
intense than the radiation at other angles when observed close to the source, the
equatorial beam will be shown to decay faster with distance than the rest of the
non-spherically decaying beam (figure 29).

For comparison, I will also plot the radial component of normalized Poynting vector
(using the same normalization factor) for the radiation generated by a source that is
the same as the source generating the non-spherically decaying radiation depicted by
curve a of figure 26 in every respect (has the same dimensions, the same oscillation
frequency, the same current density, . ..) except that its sinusoidal distribution pattern
is stationary. We will see that even at the relatively short distance Rp =10 from the
source the intensity of the radiation generated by the superluminally rotating source
exceeds that of the conventional radiation generated by a corresponding stationary
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source (depicted in curve s of figure 26) by more than a factor of 300 on the
equatorial plane.

In §11.3, I will present the numerical results for a polarization current that differs
from that analysed in §11.1 only in having a direction everywhere perpendicular
(rather than parallel) to the rotation axis (figures 30-33). The only feature in this
case that is radically different from its counterpart in the case of an axial current
is the state of polarization of the resulting radiation. The emissions discussed in
§§11.1 and 11.2 are both linearly polarized everywhere with position angles parallel
to the rotation axis. We will see that the non-spherically decaying part of the
radiation described in §11.3 is also linearly polarized but with a fixed position
angle perpendicular to the rotation axis (figure 34). The part of the unconventional
radiation that propagates in the region next to the equatorial plane (coloured yellow
in figure 12), on the other hand, turns out to be elliptically polarized with a position
angle that changes as the polar angle of the observation point changes (figure 35).

An essential tool for the derivation of the results reported in this paper is the long
established but scarcely used technique by Hadamard for extracting the finite part
of a divergent integral (Hadamard 2003). As an illustrative example, derivative of a
simple double integral is evaluated, with respect to its free parameter, in appendix A.
Like the integrand in the expression for the Green’s function for the present problem,
the integrand in this example contains a Dirac delta function whose argument is a
cubic function of one of the integration variables. Depending on the order in which
one performs the integration with respect to the two variables of integration, one
obtains two different values for the derivative of this integral, one finite and one
divergent. The paradox is resolved (i.e. the value of the derivative of the integral
remains unchanged when the order of integration is changed) once we interpret the
divergent integral as a generalized function and equate it to its Hadamard’s finite part.

In appendix B, I will explain why a conventional approach to the problem
formulated in § 4 fails to capture the unusual features of the radiation described in this
paper. The contributions that arise from the differentiation of the limits of integration
in the classical form of the retarded potential (i.e. from the boundaries of the retarded
distribution of the source) will be shown to be divergent at any observation points for
which the value of the potential at the observation time depends on three coalescing
values of the retarded time. We will see that the more familiar treatment of the
retarded potential as a classical function merely replaces the singularities of the
Green’s function for the present problem by corresponding singularities in the limits
of integration. In contrast to the singularities of the Green’s function which can be
rigorously handled by Hadamard’s regularization technique, however, the singularities
encountered in the limits of integration vitiate the differentiability of the retarded
potential ab initio.

Constancy of the width of the solid angle over which the Poynting vector decays
non-spherically might seem to contravene the conservation of energy at first sight.
In the case of a conventional radiation field, for which the derivative of the
electromagnetic energy density with respect to time vanishes when time averaged, the
continuity equation stating the conservation of energy (see, e.g. Jackson 1999) requires
that the flux of energy into any closed region (e.g. into the volume bounded by two
spheres centred on the source) should equal the flux of energy out of that region.
However, because the boundaries of the support of the retarded distribution of the
present source change with time at a rate that depends on the time elapsed since the
source was switched on monotonically (appendix C), the radiation process analysed in
this paper never attains a steady state. I will evaluate the time-averaged value of the
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temporal rate of change of the energy density carried by the non-spherically decaying
part of the radiation in appendix C and show that it is negative at points where the
envelopes of the wave fronts emanating from the constituent volume elements of the
source distribution are cusped. In the case of the present radiation process, which is
intrinsically transient, the flux of energy into a closed region is always smaller than
the flux of energy out of it because the electromagnetic energy contained in that
region decreases with time (§ 12 and appendix C).

In the last seven paragraphs of the concluding section of the paper (§12), I
briefly remark on the implications of the present results for a diverse set of
disciplines ranging from astrophysics (e.g. the emission mechanism of pulsars and
the interpretation of the energetic requirements of the distant sources of radio and
gamma-ray bursts) to communications technology (e.g. antenna theory and the design
of long-range transmitters).

2. An experimentally realized superluminal source distribution

Consider a distribution of electric polarization P whose components in a cylindrical
coordinate system (r, ¢, z) are given by

Pr,go,z(r’ @, 2, [) == sr,(p,z(r’ Z) COS[m(§0 - C()t)], (21)

in which ¢ (assumed to be > 0) is time, w is a constant angular frequency, s(r, z)
is an arbitrary vector function with a finite support in r > c¢/w and m is a positive
integer (¢ denotes the speed of light in vacuum). At a given time t, the azimuthal
dependence of the polarization (2.1) along each circle of radius r within the source
is the same as that of a sinusoidal wave train, of wavelength 27r/m, whose m
cycles fit around the circumference of the circle smoothly. As time elapses, this
wave train propagates around each circle of radius r with a linear speed rw that
exceeds the speed of light ¢, i.e. rotates about the z-axis rigidly (figure 1). This is a
generic source: one can construct the Fourier representation of any distribution with
a uniformly rotating pattern, P, , .(r, ¢ — wt, z), by the superposition over m of terms
of the form s, , .(r, z, m) cos[m(¢p — wt)].

Equation (2.1) corresponds to a laboratory-based source that has been experimentally
implemented (Ardavan et al. 2004b). The apparatus in the performed experiments
consists of a circular ring made of a dielectric material, with an array of N electrode
pairs that are placed beside each other around its circumference. With a sufficiently
large value of N (to be specified below), a sinusoidal distribution of polarization can
be generated along the length of the dielectric by applying a voltage to each pair
independently (figure 2). The distribution pattern of this polarization can then be set
in motion by energizing the electrodes with phase-controlled time-varying voltages.
One can synthesize the transverse polarization wave cos[m(¢ — wt)] moving around
the ring by driving each electrode pair with a harmonically oscillating voltage whose
frequency is fixed but whose phase depends on the position of the pair around the
ring (figure 3).

To estimate the required value of N, let us note that the (¢, f) dependence of the
polarization that is thus generated by the discrete set of electrodes described above
has the form

N—1
Plp.y=> 11 (k - Zf) cos [m (a)t— 2;")} , (2.2)

k=0
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in which I7(x) denotes the rectangle function, a function that is unity when |x| < 1/2
and zero when |x| > 1/2. (For any given k, the function I1(k — N¢/27) is non-zero
only over the interval (2k — 1)/N < ¢ < (2k+ 1)7t/N.) When the electrodes operate
over a time interval exceeding 2m/w, the generated polarization is a periodic function
of ¢ for which the range of values of ¢ correspondingly exceeds the period 2.
The Fourier-series representation of I1(k — N¢/27w) with the period 2w is given by

Ne\ _ 1 ~2 . (nm _ 27k
1 <k_2rc> _N—F;ESIH (W> cos [n (go N )] (2.3)

If we now insert (2.3) in (2.2) and use formula (4.21.16) of Olver et al. (2010)
to rewrite the product of the two cosines in the resulting expression as the sum
of two cosines, we obtain two infinite series, each involving a single cosine and

extending over n=1, 2, ..., co. These two infinite series can then be combined (by
replacing n in one of them by —n everywhere and performing the summation over
n=-—1,-2,...,—00) to arrive at
=1 NI e k
P(p, 1) = —sin(—) CcoS |mwt —n 2n(n —m)—| , 24
(«p)n;m N;[ ¢+ 2mn—m) (2.4)

in which the order of summations with respect to n and k has been interchanged and
the contribution N~! on the right-hand side of (2.2) has been incorporated into the
n=0 term: the coefficient (nm)~' sin(nm/N) has the value N~' when n=0.

The finite sum over k can be evaluated by means of the geometric progression. The
result, according to formula (1.341.3) of Gradshteyn & Ryzhik (1980), is

N—1

[ 21t(n — m)k]
Zcos mwt —neg + —————
k=0 N

n(n —m)(N — 1)] sin[(n — m) 7]

N . [(n—m)n]'
sin | ————
N

= Cos [ma)t —ng + (2.5)

The right-hand side of (2.5) vanishes when (n —m)/N is different from an integer. If
n=m+ I[N, where [ is an integer, on the other hand, the above sum would have the
value N cos(mwt — ng), as can be seen by directly inserting n = m + I[N in the left-
hand side of (2.5). Performing the summation with respect to k in (2.4), we therefore
obtain

N . mTt
Plg.n = sin (77)

{ (3 |
x { coslm(p —on)]+ > (D' 1+ — ) coslNI+m)p —mor] ¢, (2.6)
10

since only those terms of the infinite series survive for which n has the value m + IN
with an / that ranges over all integers from —oo to oo.

I have written out the / = 0 term of the series in (2.6) explicitly in order to
emphasize the following points. The parameter N/m, which signifies the number of
electrode pairs within a wavelength of the polarization wave train, need not be large
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for the factor (mm/N)~!sin(mm/N) to be close to unity: this factor equals 0.9 even
when N/m is only 4. Moreover, if the travelling polarization wave cos[m(p — wt)]
that is associated with the /=0 term has a phase speed rw that is only moderately
superluminal, the phase speeds rw/|1 + Nl/m| of the waves described by all the other
terms in the series would be subluminal. Not only would these other polarization
waves have amplitudes that are by the factor |1 + NI/m|~! smaller than that of the
wave associated with the fundamental Fourier component [ =0, but also they would
generate electromagnetic fields whose characteristics (such as their rate of decay with
distance) are different from those generated by the superluminally moving polarization
wave.

The fundamental (/ = 0) Fourier component of the discretized polarization current
that is created by the present device thus has precisely the same (¢, ) dependence
as that which is described in (2.1) above. Neither the reduction in its amplitude,
which arises from the departure of the value of (mm/N)~!sin(mmn/N) from unity, nor
the presence of the other low-amplitude waves that are superposed on it, makes any
difference to the fact that the fundamental Fourier component of the discretized wave
created in r > ¢/w rotates uniformly with a superluminal speed (figure 3). Linearity
of the emission process ensures that the radiation that is generated by an individual
term of the series in (2.6) is not in any way affected by those that are generated by
the other terms in this series.

For the distribution pattern of the created polarization current to be moving, it is
however essential that the number of electrode pairs per wavelength of this pattern,
N/m, exceed 2. For N/m=2, the [=—1 term is proportional to cos[m(¢ + wt)] and
so describes a wave that has the same amplitude as, and travels with the same speed
in the opposite direction to, the wave described by the /=0 term. The fundamental
wave is thus turned into a standing wave when N/m has a value as low as 2.

Note, finally, that the speed of light is easily attainable. The adjacent electrode pairs
are energized to oscillate out of phase, so that there is a time difference Ar between
the instants at which the oscillatory applied voltages on adjacent electrodes attain their
maximum amplitude. The variation thus produced in the distribution pattern of the
induced polarization current results in the azimuthal propagation of this distribution
pattern around the ring with the speed Af/At, where A{ is the distance between
the centres of the adjacent electrode pairs. The phase difference between oscillations
of two adjacent electrode pairs, AP, and the energizing time delay Az are related
by A® =2nvAt, where v is the oscillation frequency of the applied voltage. The
generated wave train can retain its shape while rotating around the ring only if it
contains an integral number of wavelengths of the sinusoidal distribution pattern of
the current, i.e. if the phase difference A® is constrained by NA® = 2mm, where
m is an integer (the integer appearing in (2.1) which also connects v to the angular
frequency of rotation of the wave train, w, via 2wy = mw). The propagation speed
of the distribution pattern of the polarization current is therefore given by Al/At=
2ntvr/m, in which ¥ = NA{Z/(2w) denotes the mean radius of the dielectric ring.

This speed can exceed the speed of light in vacuum, ¢, for a large set of
experimentally viable values of the parameters N, A¢, A®, v and m. In the case of
an apparatus consisting of N =72 electrode pairs for which A¢ =1 cm, for example,
energizing the electrodes with the phase difference A® = 25° and the frequency
v =2.5 GHz results in a polarization current whose distribution pattern has the form
of a sinusoidal wave train, containing m =5 wavelengths, and propagates around the
ring of mean radius 7 =11.46 cm with the speed Af/At=1.2c.

To be able to calculate the field generated by the polarization current j = dP/0¢t,
we need an explicit expression also for the amplitude s of the polarization (2.1).
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A choice that both corresponds to a simple model of the experimentally realized
source distribution discussed in Ardavan et al. (2004b), and can adequately illustrate
the salient features of the resulting radiation, is one in which s vanishes outside the
rectangular region

St <<y, —2 <<, (2.7)

of the (7, z)-plane and is constant inside it. In this expression, the dimensions 7,
Fy and Zg of the rectangular cross-section of the annulus bounding the polarization
distribution are all constant.

3. Fundamental role of the retarded potential in electrodynamics of superluminal
sources

In the classical theory of electromagnetic radiation, Maxwell’s equations are most
commonly reduced to wave equations by one of the following two methods.

(i) One of the fields is eliminated between Maxwell’s equations by differentiation to
obtain a wave equation for the other field: e.g. the electric field E is eliminated
to obtain the wave equation

V2B 1 0°B 4nV ) G.1)

———=——Vx .
c? 012 c J

for the magnetic field B (see, e.g. Jackson 1999, p. 246).

(i) The fields are expressed in terms of potentials. In the Lorenz gauge, the
electromagnetic fields

10A
E=-Vpo———, B=VpxA, (3.2a,b)
Ca[p

are expressed in terms of a four-potential A* that satisfies the wave equation

1 324+ 47

VzAM_cz o = o) w=0.....3, (3-3)

where (x, f) and (xp, tp) are the space—time coordinates of the source points and
the observation point P, and © =0 and u =1, 2, 3 respectively designate the
temporal and spatial components of A* = (@, A) and j* = (pc,j) in a Cartesian
coordinate system (see, e.g. Jackson 1999).

We shall see below that, in free space, the retarded solutions to the above two wave
equations ((3.1) and (3.3)) do not always have the same form.

The solution to the initial-boundary value problem for (3.3) inside a closed surface
aD is given by

1 1
At (xp, tp) = / dt/ d3xj"G+/ dt/ d’x - (GVA* — A"V G)
¢ Jo D dn /o D

1 s 3G dA"
- d'x |A"— -G , 34)
4ne? Jp ot it /.

in which G is the Green’s function and D is the volume enclosed by the surface
0D (see, e.g. Morse & Feshbach 1953, p. 893). The potential that arises from a
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time-dependent localized source in unbounded space decays as Rp~' when Rp>1,
so that for an arbitrary free-space potential the second term in (3.4) would be of the
same order of magnitude (~Rp,~") as the first term in the limit that the boundary 9D
tends to infinity. However, even potentials that satisfy the Lorenz condition V -A +
¢ '9® /3t = 0 are arbitrary to within a solution of the homogeneous wave equation:
the gauge transformation

A—>A+VA &—>®—-0A/0t, (3.5a,b)

preserves the Lorenz condition if VZA —c¢202A /9> =0 (see Jackson 1999). One can
always use this gauge freedom in the choice of the potential to render the boundary
contribution (the second term in (3.4)) equal to zero, since this term, too, satisfies the
homogenous wave equation. Under the null initial conditions A*|,_y = (A" /0t),—9 =
0, assumed in this paper, the contribution from the third term in (3.4) is, moreover,
identically zero.

In the absence of boundaries, i.e. in the limit where 0D lies at infinity, the retarded
Green’s function for (3.1) and (3.3) has the form

G 1. xp, tp) = U= 1e TR/ (3.6)
R
where § is the Dirac delta function and R is the magnitude of the separation
R = xp — x between the observation point xp and the source point x. Irrespective
of how the radiation field decays in the limit R — oo, therefore, the potential A*
due to a localized source distribution in an unbounded space which is switched on at
t =0, can be calculated from the first term in (3.4)

8(t—tp+R/c)

R 3.7

1
At (xp, tp) = — /d3x dej*(x, 1)
c

Whatever the Green’s function for the problem may be in the presence of boundaries,
it would approach that in (3.6) in the limit where the boundaries tend to infinity.

Next, let us consider the wave equation that governs the magnetic field B. One can
write the solution to the initial-boundary value problem for (3.1) as

1 [ 1
Bi(xp, tp) = / dt/ dx (V xj),-G-i—/ dt/ d’x - (GVB; — B,VG)
c Jo D 4 J, D

1 G 9B;
- / &x(B— -G , (3.8)
4dnc? Jp ot ot ),

where i =1, 2, 3 designate the components of B and V xj in a Cartesian coordinate
system (Morse & Feshbach 1953). In contrast to (3.4), here we no longer have the
freedom that was offered by the gauge transformation (3.5) to make the boundary term
(the second term in (3.8)) zero. In other words, the retarded solution to the wave
equation for the field cannot be written down in analogy with (3.7) as is done in
certain textbooks (see, e.g. Jackson 1999, p. 246).

There is a fundamental difference between the classical expression for the retarded
potential and the corresponding retarded solution of the wave equation that governs
the electromagnetic field: while the boundary contribution to the retarded solution for
the potential can always be rendered equal to zero by means of a gauge transformation
that preserves the Lorenz condition, the boundary contribution to the retarded solution
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of the wave equation for the field may be neglected only if it diminishes with distance
faster than the contribution of the source density (the first term in (3.8)) in the far
zone. In the case of a source whose distribution pattern rotates superluminally, where
the radiation field decays non-spherically (more slowly than f?;l) with distance, the
boundary term in the retarded solution (3.8) for the field is in fact larger than the
source term of this solution, in the limit where the closed surface 0D tends to
infinity (Ardavan et al. 2008a). Given that the distribution of the radiation field
of an accelerated superluminal source in the far zone is not known a priori, to be
prescribed as a boundary condition, it follows that the only way one can calculate the
free-space radiation field of such sources is via the retarded solution for the potential.

4. Formulation of the problem

4.1. Extended polarization currents whose distribution patterns propagate faster than
light in vacuum

The experimentally realized source distribution described in §2 is a generic member
of a wide class of rotating source distributions. Any electric polarization P whose
distribution pattern rotates uniformly with the constant angular frequency w gives rise
to a charge density p = —V - P and a current density j = dP/0d¢ that, like P itself,
depend on the azimuthal angle ¢ in only the combination

¢=¢ — ot 4.1)
i.e. are of the forms
Pr,w,z(r’ (pv 2, t) Pr,(p.z(r:(ﬁ, Z, t)
. p(r, ¢, z, 1) = .p(r, 9,2, n |, 4.2)
Jro(rs @, 2, 1) Jre(r, 0,2, 1)

where (r, ¢, z) are, as in §2, the cylindrical polar coordinates based on the axis
of rotation, ¢ (assumed to be > 0) is time and P,,. and j,.,. are the cylindrical
components of P and j, respectively.

In (4.1) and (4.2) the coordinates ¢ and ¢ both range over (0, co) but the coordinate
¢ has a limited range of length 27, e.g.

0< ¢ <2m. (4.3)

As can be seen from the alternative form ¢ = @ + wt of (4.1), ¢ is a Lagrangian
coordinate that labels the rotating volume elements of the current distribution on
each circle r = const., z = const., by their azimuthal positions at the time ¢ = 0.
This coordinate cannot range over a wider interval because the aggregate of volume
elements that constitute a rotating source in its entirety can at most occupy an
azimuthal interval of length 2w at any given time (e.g. at t = 0). The polarization
distribution P, , (1, ¢, z,t) =5, ,.(r, 2) cos(m@) given in (2.1), on which the analysis
in the following sections will be based, is an example of this class of sources in
which the range of ¢ is likewise subject to the constraint (4.3).

Note that beyond r = c/w (which I will refer to as the light cylinder) the distribution
patterns of the above charge-current densities move with linear speeds rw exceeding
the speed of light in vacuum, c. This is not inconsistent with the requirements
of special relativity because the superluminally moving pattern is created by the
coordinated motion of aggregates of subluminally moving particles (Bolotovskii
& Ginzburg 1972; Ginzburg 1972; Bolotovskii & Bykov 1990). Not only is a
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superluminal current distribution of this type already generated in the laboratory (see
Ardavan et al. 2004b; Bolotovskii & Serov 2005, and §2), but it also occurs in the
magnetospheres of astrophysical objects containing rapidly rotating neutron stars such
as pulsars (see Ardavan 1981; Spitkovsky 2006; Ardavan et al. 2008¢; Kalapotharakos
et al. 2012; Tchekhovskoy, Philippov & Spitkovsky 2016, and § 12).

4.2. Radiation field of a superluminally rotating charge-current distribution

According to (3.2), the radiation fields associated with the retarded potential (3.7) are

given by

1 d(t—tp+R j — pcht

[g] == /d3xdt(P+/c) P R pc‘n} , (4.4)
c R nxj

where 8’ denotes the derivative of § with respect to its argument and 2 = VpR=R/R.
The terms arising from the differentiation of R~' which describe static fields (terms
that are non-zero even when the charge-current distribution is time independent) have
been discarded here: in addition to decaying faster with distance, these terms are
negligibly smaller than the retained terms in cases where the radiation frequency is
appreciably larger than the rotation frequency (i.e. the integer m in (2.1) appreciably
exceeds unity). For an observation point that is located at infinity, the unit vector 7
is independent of the integration variables (x, f) and can be taken outside the above
integrals to obtain B=n x E in the limit |xp| — 0o. Since we will be concerned also
with observation points that lie at finite distances from the source, however, I will take
the dependence of 72 on x and xp into account and treat E and B as two independent
vectors in this paper.

For the purposes of calculating the fields generated by the sources in (4.2) and (4.3),
the space—time of source points may be marked either with (x, ) = (r, ¢, z, ) or with
the coordinates (r, ¢, z, t) that naturally appear in the description of such rotating
sources. Once ¢, with the range (0, 27), is adopted as one of the coordinates, either
t or ¢ (which have unlimited ranges) could be used to track the time evolution of the
rotating source point (r, @, z).

Changing the variables of integration in (4.4) from (x, ) = (r, ¢, z, 1) to (r, @, z, ¥)
and introducing the dimensionless coordinates 7= rw/c and z=zw/c, we obtain

1 o0 ¢+2kT 5/ _ . A
[g] —— Z/ Fdrdg d / dp 289 [J 5 pc.”] : 4.5)
w=Js G+2(k—1)m R nxj
where
R=[(Z—2p)* + 724 = 27picos(p — gp)]'/2, (4.6)
it ={[Fp — 7 cos(p — @p)1&,, — 7Sin(@ — p)é,, — (2 — 2)8,}/R, 4.7)

the function g(7, ¢, Z; Fp, @p, Zp) is defined by
g=¢—¢r+R (4.8)
the variable ¢ in the argument of the delta function stands for

¢p=¢—¢p with @p=gp— wlp, (4.9a,b)
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and (e,,, é,,, €,,) are the cylindrical base vectors at the observation point (rp, ¢p, Zp).
In (4.5), the domain of integration over the (7, ¢, Z) space consists of the support S
of the source density j* and the range of integration with respect to ¢ is given by
the extended interval of azimuthal angle traversed by the source in the course of its
rotations prior to the observation time ?p.

I have expressed the range of ¢ integration as a sum of the intervals of length
27 that the element initially located at ¢ traverses during each of its individual
rotations: k is a positive integer enumerating successive rotation periods (the first
rotation period being designated by k=1) and the summation extends over the set of
rotations executed by the source over its lifetime. Given (7, ¢, z) and (rp, @p, Zp, tp),
there are a limited number of values of k for which g — ¢ vanishes and so the integral
in (4.5) is non-zero. In other words, the contribution received from the source point
(7, ¢, z) at the space-time observation point (rp, @p, zp, fp) is made during a limited
number of its (earlier) rotation periods (see appendix B).

4.3. The Green’s function for the problem and its loci of singularities

To put the current density j = j,e, + j,e, + j.e, into a form suitable for performing
the integration with respect to ¢, we need to express the ¢-dependent base vectors
(e,, e,, e,) associated with the source point (r, ¢, z) in terms of the constant base
vectors (é,,, €,,, €;,) at the observation point (rp, @p, zp):

] [cosp—gp) sin(p—gp) O] [er
e,| = |—sin(p —pp) cos(p—@p) 0| |&,|. (4.10)
é 0 0 I ¢

< zp

Once the resulting expression,

J=Lj-cos(p — ¢p) — j, sin(p — gp)le,, + [j, sin(p — ¢p) +j, cos(p — gp)le,, +j:e.,,

4.11)
and the expression in (4.7) for i are inserted in (4.5) and 8'(g — ¢) is written as
—08(g — ¢)/3¢ (see (4.9)), we arrive at

P 3G, [u,:
{g} :_wZZ/ ?d?dcﬁd%a—gﬁj [ﬂ , (4.12)
S

1

n=1 j=1
with
_u” jrerp +j§0e§0P
u12 = _jgaérp +jré(ﬂp ’ (4'13)
_u13 jZéZP
Uy re,
Uy | =pc rey, , (4.14)
U2 | —7pe,, + (Z—Zpe,
[v” V2 1)13] = [0 0 0] y (415)
and
Vs —(Z—2Zp)uny +7j.e,, +7pjye,
V| = e., X vy +7pj,e,, , (4.16)
V23 _}szé(ﬂp - ;;j(ﬂéZP
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in which

G ©  rj42kn _ cos(¢ — ¢p)
G| = / dp 2B~ Linto — o) (4.17)
Gy =1 Jé+2k—Dn R" 1
denotes the outcome of the remaining integration with respect to ¢. Note that the
dependence on ¢ of the limits of integration in (4.17) does not contribute toward the
values of the derivatives of G,; with respect to ¢ (see (B7)).

The function G,(¥, ¢, Z; 7p, ¢p, Zp) here acts as the Green’s function for
the present problem. It describes the Liénard—Wiechert field that arises from an
individual volume element of the rotating distribution pattern of the source. If we
specialize the current distribution to a rotating point charge ¢, i.e. let j, =j, =0 and
Jo = rswqd(r — r)8(9)8(z) with a constant r,, then (4.12) at an observation point in
the far zone would describe the familiar field of synchrotron radiation when r, < c/w
and a synergic field combining attributes of both synchrotron and Cerenkov emissions
when r; > c/w (see, e.g. Ardavan et al. 2004c¢).

Depending on the value of

A= —DEF 1) — (G —2p)° (4.18)

for a given source point (r, ¢, z) with rw > ¢, the p-dependence of the function g that
appears in the definition of the Green’s function G,; in (4.17) has one of the generic
forms shown in figure 4. As can be seen from the curve labelled A >0 in this figure,
there are values,
1 A1/2
¢+ = @p + 2kT — arccos (M) , 4.19)

rrp

of the retarded position of the source point at which

ad Frp sin(p —
08 _y  Tresi (fp @p)

4.20
30 7 (4.20)

vanishes and so G,; diverges. These turning points of g occur at source points for
which 0(R|,=4+.:)/0t = —c, i.e. the source points that approach the observer, along
the radiation direction 7, with the speed of light at the retarded time. The inflection
point of g (see the curve labelled A =0 in figure 4), at which

g A2
e 4.21)
3¢2 =0+ Ry

in addition vanishes, occurs at source points that approach the observer not only with
the wave speed but also with zero acceleration at the retarded time, i.e. for which
both d(R|y—p1ar)/0t = —c and 3*(R|,=p+)/3> =0 at the time when gl,—s4 =¢ and
0g/0¢p =0°g/0¢>=0. In (4.21),

Ri=[G—2)+P+7—2(1F A" (4.22)
is the value of R at the extrema ¢, of g.

The envelope of the wave fronts emanating from a given rotating source element
(7, ¢,2), on which dg/d¢ vanishes, consists of the rigidly rotating two-sheeted surface
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¢ — ¢p=g(py) in the space (¥p, ¢p, Zp) of observation points. This surface, which is
shown in figures 5 and 6, is described by

Pr=0r —Pp=¢L —@p+ ki (4.23)

(see (4.8), (4.9), (4.19) and (4.22)). The two sheets of this surface tangentially meet
along a cusp on which 9%g/d¢? as well as dg/d¢ vanishes (see figures 6 and 7). Three
distinct wave fronts, emitted at three differing values of the retarded time, pass through
any given observation point inside the envelope. At an observation point located on
the envelope or its cusp, respectively two or all three of these waves coalesce and
interfere constructively (see figure 4).

4.4. Bifurcation surface of an observation point

Reciprocally, the locus in the space of source points (7, ¢, z) on which dg/d¢
vanishes is a two-sheeted cusped surface issuing from the fixed observation point P
(see figure 8). I refer to this locus, which is described by (4.23) for fixed values
of (7p, ¢p, Zp) rather than fixed values of (7, ¢, z), as the bifurcation surface of the
observation point P. The two sheets ¢ = ¢, and ¢ = ¢_ of this surface, respectively
referred to as the regular and singular sheets, meet along the following cusp:

c. {?: @) =1+ G- 2%/ (3 — DI'2,

: : - 4.24
¢ = 9c(3) = p + 2k — arccos[1/ ()], (4.24)

where k is the same integer as that appearing in (4.5). I refer to both C and its
projection onto the (r, z) plane as the cusp locus of the bifurcation surface; whether
it is C itself or its projection that is referred to will be clear from the context.

The source points inside the bifurcation surface, close to its cusp, make their
contributions toward the observed value of the field at three distinct retarded positions
in their trajectory (where a horizontal line g = ¢ in figure 4 intersects the curve
A > 0 between its extrema), while those outside the bifurcation surface make their
contributions at a single retarded position (where the curve A < 0 is intersected by
g = ¢ in figure 4). For the source points on the bifurcation surface (i.e. those for
which g = ¢, in figure 4), two of the contributing retarded positions coalesce at the
extrema of the curve A >0 in figure 4 giving rise to a divergent value of the Green’s
function at P. For the source points located on the cusp locus C of the bifurcation
surface (i.e. those for which A =0 in figure 4), all three of the contributing retarded
positions coalesce at the inflection point of the curve A =0 in figure 4 giving rise
to a higher-order singularity in G,;. In the following section, I use the time-domain
version (Burridge 1995) of the method of Chester et al. (1957) to derive a uniform
asymptotic approximation to the value of G,; for the source points close to the cusp
C of the bifurcation surface.

4.5. A uniform asymptotic approximation to the value of the Green’s function near
the cusp locus of the bifurcation surface

As long as the observation point does not coincide with the source point, the function
g(p) is analytic and the following transformation of the integration variable in (4.17)
from ¢ to v is permissible

g(go):%v3—c12v+c2, (4.25)
in which
=030, —¢)1" and =1, +4), (4.26a,b)

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022377819000382 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022377819000382

24 H. Ardavan

are chosen such that the values of the two functions on opposite sides of (4.25)
coincide at their extrema when A is positive. Thus an alternative exact expression

for G,; is
o0 00 1
Gi=> H dvfs [ =v3 —¢)? -0, 427
y ; /_oo V fuj <3V cv+ac ¢> 4.27)
where
Sm 1d cos(¢ — ¢p)
fo| =<2 | sin(p —p) | . (4.28)
fn3 R» dU 1

and the step function # is non-zero only if the argument of the delta function in (4.17)
vanishes within the original domain of integration ¢ +2(k — 1)t < ¢ < @ + 2km, i.e. if
8ly=pr26n — & >0 but gly—gi24-1)x — @ < 0. Inserting ¢ = ¢ +2kn and ¢ = ¢ +2(k —
1)1 in the definition of g in (4.8) and simplifying the resulting expressions by means
of (4.9), we can write this step function as

H =HIR|,—; — wtp + 2kn] — H[R|,—y — wtp 4+ 2(k — D)7], (4.29)

in which H(x) denotes the Heaviside step function.

In cases where the distance Rp= (72 422)'/? of the observation point from the origin
of the reference frame is much larger than the coordinates 7 and Z of the source point,
equation (4.29) reduces to

H.. = H[Rp — witp + 2kn] — H[Rp — wtp + 2(k — D], Rp>1. (4.30)

The step function H picks out the particular rotation cycle (or cycles) during which
the signal that reaches the observation point (7p, @p, Zp) at the observation time 7p is
emitted by the source point (7, @, Z).

Note that ¢(7, Z; 7, Zp) in the expression for G,; vanishes on the cusp locus of
the bifurcation surface where A equals zero and ¢_ = ¢,. The leading term in the
asymptotic expansion of the integral in (4.27) in the vicinity of the cusp locus of the
bifurcation surface, i.e. for small c;, can be found by replacing f; by p; + g;v,

oo 00 1
Gy=Yy H/ dv (py + gu»)é (31)3 —a’vto - ¢> ;o a<l, (4.31)
k=1 -
where
Poj = 3 (fuilo=o_ +Foilo=p,), (4.32)
qnj = %clil(ﬁtj|tp=<pf _frlj|<p=(p+) (433)
(see Chester et al. (1957) and note that ¢ = ¢_ maps onto v =c; and ¢ = ¢, onto
v = —cy). To evaluate the integral in (4.31) we need to know the roots of the cubic

function that appears in the argument of the Dirac § function in this expression.
Depending on whether the source point is located inside or outside the bifurcation
surface, the roots of

Wecv+e—-9¢=0 (4.34)
for A >0 are given, respectively, by
v=v;=2ccos (3¢m + Larccos x), x| <1, (4.35)
with £=0, 1 and 2, or by
V = Voue = 2¢18g0(x) cosh (%arccosh|x |) . xl>1, (4.36)
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where 36 )
—C
=— 4.37
e (4.37)
Note that y equals 1 on the sheet ¢, of the bifurcation surface and —1 on the
sheet ¢_.

The integral multiplying p; in (4.31) therefore has the following value when the
source point lies inside the bifurcation surface (|x| < 1) and (4.34) has the three roots
given in (4.35),

- 2
2 21
/_oode (31) vt — >—;|W il
2
Z cr
=
Using the trigonometric identity 4 cos’ @ — 1 =sin 3/ sin o, we can write this as

o0 1
/ dvé <3v3 —clzv—l—cz—q&) :C1 —x3) 1/22

[e¢]

-1

, Ixl <1 (4.38)

2 1
4 cos’ < Zn+3arccosx>—1

1
sin ( In —|— — arccos X> ’

1
=2c72(1— x*)*cos (3 arcsin x) . xl<1, (4.39)

in which I have evaluated the sum by adding the sine functions two at a time. When
the source point lies outside the bifurcation surface (|x| > 1), the above integral
receives a contribution only from the single value of v given in (4.36) and we obtain

0 1 1
/ dvé <3v3 —cv+tey — ¢> :cfz()(2 — 1)""2sinh <3arccosh|x|> , x|l >1,

~ (4.40)
where this time I have used the identity 4 cosh? & — 1 = sinh(3«)/ sinh a.
The second part of the integral in (4.31) can be evaluated in exactly the same way.
It has the value

= 1 3 2 —1 2\—1/2 _: 2 :
dvvs gv‘—c|v+c2—¢ =—2c; (1 =% sin garcsmx . xl<1,

- 4.41)
when the source point lies inside the bifurcation surface (|x| < 1) and the value

o0 1
/dvv8<3v —cv+te — ¢>

2
=c;7'(x* — 1)""?sgn(x) sinh (3arccosh|x|) . x> 1, (4.42)

when the source point lies outside the bifurcation surface (|x| > 1). Inserting (4.39)-
(4.42) in (4.31), we obtain

4 > 1 2
G, =~ Z 2He 21— xH7'2 [pnj cos < arcsin X) — €14, sin < arcsin X>} . Ixl <1,

— 3 3
(4.43)
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and
o0 . 1
G ZHcfz(XZ — 1712 [pnj sinh <3arccosh|x|>
k=1
. 2
+ c1q,;sgn(x ) sinh garccosh|x| . xl>1, (4.44)
where G;{]‘ and Gﬁ}“ denote the values of G,; over A > 0 inside and outside the

bifurcation surface, respectively.

For the source points in A <0, the functions ¢_ and ¢, are complex conjugate of
one another so that the coefficient ¢, is still real but ¢, is pure imaginary: the relevant
cube root of ¢, — ¢_ in the expression for ¢, is in this case given by —i|¢, — ¢_|'/3,
which casts (4.26a) into the form ¢; = —i[3/4|¢, — ¢_|]'/>. Since neither g(¢) nor
the cubic expression to which g is transformed have any extrema in this case, there
is only one real solution to (4.34) when A <0 and ¢, is pure imaginary. This solution,
which can be found by writing the coefficient ¢;> of v (in which ¢, is pure imaginary)

as —|c;|* prior to solving the cubic, is given by

v =2c sinh (3arcsinhy’) , (4.45)
with 36 )
j— c2
=, 4.46
2ley? ( )
Following the same procedure as that employed in deriving (4.40) and (4.42), we
obtain

oo 1 . /
Gf,;b ~ Z ”z'-[cl—Z()(/2 +1)72 [pnj cosh <3arcs1nhx )
k=1
. 2 )
+ |c11g,; sinh <3arcsmhx )} , X =>1, (4.47)

for the value G*** of the Green’s function in A <0 where the source points approach
the observer with subluminal speeds.

To complete the derivation of G,, we need to evaluate the coefficients p; and
g; which are defined by (4.32), (4.33) and (4.28). The indeterminate quantities
dg/dv|,—,, that appear in these definitions have to be found by repeated differentiation
of (4.25) with respect to v, and the evaluation of the resulting relations

——=v"—c", 4.48
3¢ dv v €1 ( )
and ) ,
d%g (d dgd
S8(S2) 42850 2y, (4.49)
dp? \ dv d¢ dv?
at ¢ = ¢4. This procedure, which amounts to applying the 1’Hopital rule, yields
d 20\
g =< a i) . (4.50)
dv Al/2
=0+
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Equation (4.50) together with (4.28), (4.19) and (4.22), now yield the following values

of
fr | 2\ 1T Al
{an = m <A1/2> —MR:E R “4.51)
n3 . rrp

and hence the following values of

,n+1/2+R7n+1/2+A1/2(I"e:n+1/2 _I"ejrnJrl/Z)

Dot _ 1 a \'2 5-nt3/2 | -nt3/2
P | == —(RT"TH R ;o (4.52)

1/2
Dr3 rrp \2A ??P(k:n-klﬂ + R—n+1/2)
and
I e e T
Q| = 7 R" —R™" (4.53)
dus Fre(2c; A1/2)1/2 ??P(}_’é:n+l/2 _ R:z+1/2)

(see (4.32) and (4.33)). For A <0, the functions ¢; and A'/? in (4.52) and (4.53) are
respectlvely given by —i|¢, — ¢_|'/* and —i|A|1/2, so that p; and g; are real also in

this case: R_ is the complex conjugate of R+ (see (4.22)).
The two-dimensional loci x = %1 across which the resulting expression

ng‘ A>0, x|l <1
Gy=qGy" A=0,[x|>1 (4.54)
b
Gjl‘j A<0,|x'>1
for the Green’s function changes form correspond to the two sheets ¢, of the
bifurcation surface, respectively. As a source point (r, ¢, z) in the vicinity of the
cusp C approaches the bifurcation surface from inside, i.e. as x — 1— or x — —1+,
G,,; diverges. However, as a source point approaches either one of the sheets of the
biturcation surface from outside, the numerator and the denominator in (4.44) vanish
simultaneously and G)}' tends to a finite limit,

Goul|¢ =¢pr — ,,J |x =+1 = Cl (pnj:tzclqnj) (4.55)

Note that ¢;, and hence p,; and g,;, are independent of k (see (4.19), (4.23) and (4.26)).
The only k-dependent functions appearing in the expressions for GO'|,_s, are the step
functions H|y—s, wWhich can be summed over k to obtain unity (see (4.29)). Thus the
Green’s function G,; is singular only on the inner side of the bifurcation surface (see
figures 9 and 10).

4.6. Hadamard’s finite part of the divergent integral representing the field

It follows from (4.43) and (4.54) that the factor 9G,;/d¢ in the integrand of the
integral (4.12) diverges as (1 — x?)™%? and so has a non-integrable singularity on
the bifurcation surface where x? equals 1. This singularity has arisen because we
differentiated the retarded potential (3.7) under the integral sign when calculating
the field. Had we evaluated the integral in (3.7) prior to differentiating it we would
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have found a singularity-free expression. Interchanging the orders of integration and
differentiation is mathematically permissible when the integrand is discontinuous
only if one treats the resulting integral as a generalized function and so one handles
any non-integrable singularities that consequently arise by means of Hadamard’s
regularization technique (see Ardavan 1999; Hadamard 2003; Hoskins 2009, and the
illustrative example in appendix A).

Hadamard’s procedure consists of performing an integration by parts and discarding
the divergent (integrated) term in the resulting expression. The remaining finite part
is the value that Hadamard’s regularization assigns to the integral; in the present case,
it is the value we would have obtained if we had first evaluated the finite integral
representing the retarded potential and had differentiated the result A”(xp, tp) of that
evaluation subsequently. (The more direct approach, in which the potential is first
evaluated and then differentiated, cannot of course be carried out for any realistic
source distribution analytically.)

The ¢ coordinates ¢ of the two sheets of the bifurcation surface depend on the
observation time f#p (see (4.23) and (4.9)), so that these two sheets move across the
¢ extent of the source distribution as tp elapses. If the position of the observation
point is such that the cusp locus of the bifurcation surface intersects the source
distribution, the two sheets of this surface (which tangentially meet at the cusp)
will divide the volume of the source into a part that lies inside and a part that lies
outside the bifurcation surface. The Lagrangian coordinates ¢ designating the initial
azimuthal positions of the constituent volume elements of a source that fully occupies
an annular region range over the interval 0 < ¢ <27. The (7, z) coordinates of these
source elements either fall in A >0 or in A <0. The elements in A >0 are always
divided into two sets: a set inside the bifurcation surface for which ¢_ <@ < ¢, and
so the Green’s function G,; has the form Gin and a set outside for which ¢ lies either
in (0, ¢_) or in (¢4, 2m) and so G, has the form G"“t (see (4.54)). On the other
hand, if the position of the observation point is such that A <0 for all values of (7, %)
in & (see (2.7)), then the source lies entirely outside the bifurcation surface and G,
has the form Gf;b. Note that, for certain space-time coordinates of the observation
point P, the values of ¢_ and ¢, that lie in the interval (0, 27) could correspond to
different rotation periods, i.e. to different values of k (see (4.19), (4.22) and (4.23)).
To simplify the notation, here I adopt an observation time 7, at which the values of
¢_ and @, that lie in the interval (0, 2w) correspond to the same rotation period k.

Breaking up the volume of integration in the expression for one of the radiation
fields, e.g. E, into the domains of validity of G;Z G"Lll and Gj;b, we can therefore
write the ¢@-integral over u,; in (4.12) as

I, = /hd(,?)u 8Gn]
%4 nj a
G [P o 0Gh
27 aGsub
FH(—A) /0 g 2 V- (4.56)

If we now integrate every term of the above expression by parts, recall that ¢ =0
labels the same source point as does ¢ =27, and use the fact that the exact version
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of G,; given in (4.17) is periodic in ¢ as well as in ¢ (with the same period 2m), we

arrive at
. ou,
I; = H(A) { [unj (G‘“ G"“‘ ‘0 W - (/ / > u’G"“‘

Oy iy 21'[ & nJ b
— d 5 G1 —H(— A) GbUI 4.57)
o

an expression that reduces to
in outy 19=0+ . ~ au”j
I =H()uy (G = GO = | 46 522G (4.58)
0

once the integrals over G;;, G"”t and G‘“b are combined in the light of (4.54).
We have seen in the last paragraph of § 4.5 that the value of G;‘; at ¢ = ¢ diverges
(figures 9 and 10). The Hadamard finite part of I; is therefore given by the right-hand

side of (4.58) without the divergent terms involving Gm|¢, —y_ and G‘“l(p =i s
out | P=¢+ o ~ aunj
Fp{l;} = —H(A)uw;G)";Z5" — d¢ a—(ﬁGn,-, (4.59)
0

where Fp{l;} denotes the Hadamard finite part of the divergent integral I; (see
Hadamard 2003; Hoskins 2009). This procedure applies also to the expression for
the radiation field B in (4.12) except that u,; in (4.56)—(4.59) is everywhere replaced
by v,.

Once the integrals with respect to ¢ in (4.12) are equated to the expression on the
right-hand side of (4.59) and its counterpart for B, we find that

E] - [ :} + Eiﬂ - [gz] (4.60)

£ 2
[ }—;ZZ/rdrdwdem [ "J], (4.61)

)=

where &’ is the projection of the support S of the source distribution onto the (r, z)
plane (see (2.7)). The term [E' B"] constitutes the contribution from the entire
volume of the source while the terms [Ei’t Bi] denote the contributions from the
discontinuities of the Green’s function on the two sheets ¢ = ¢, of the bifurcation
surface, respectively. We will see that the terms [EE’IE Bi] describe unconventional
radiation fields with characteristics that turn out to differ from any previously known
radiation fields.

with

and

, (4.62)

AR

- [ raenaay 1]
1

nl]
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5. Radiation field of the experimentally realized source distribution

For the charge and current densities p = —V - P and j = dP/0dt associated with the
polarization distribution P, , . = Re[s,, (7, Z) exp(—im@)] in (2.1) the source terms
[u,; v,;] defined by (4.13)—-(4.16) reduce to the real part of

unj(?a 2, (15) Nn](?, 2)- ~
A RN = imow exp(—im S, 0< @ < 2T, 5.1
[vnj(r, Z9) p(=img) V,(F, 2) | S¢ ©-1)
where
l:lu Sr€ry, + Spyp
U | = | =Sprp +5€p | , (5.2)
U3 5262 ]
Uy re,,
Uxn| =50 reg, , (5.3)
U3 —rpe,, +(Z—2ple,,
and
1:)21 -(Z- ZP)ul2 + P, erpp + Fpsge.,
| = €, X Uy +7pse;, ; (5.5)
U3 rpszeq,,, P58,
with .
Sg 1,
Sso=—+—V-s. (5.6)
Foom

Here, V -5 denotes the divergence of s with respect to the dimensionless coordinates

(7, ¢, 2).
Insertion of (5.1) in (4.61) and (4.62) results in the following expressions,

A% 2 3 ~
) A qA 1A 1A A ) Uy
{ v:| =m El El /3 rdrdg dz exp(—im@)G,; {f’nj] , 5.7)
=l j—
and

b

—lmZZ/ Pdi dZH(A) exp(—im@L)Go . [Zf] (5.8)
nj

n=1 j=1

whose real parts describe the contributions from the volume of the source and from
the two sheets of the bifurcation surface toward the total radiation field [E B],
respectively (see (4.60)). The values G%'|;,—;, of the Green’s function that appear in

(5.8) are given by (4.55), (4.52) and (4.53).

5.1. Cusp locus C and its dual role in the spaces of source points and observation
points

The boundary terms [E'jE B'l] receive contributions only from those source elements
whose (7, ) coordinates fall within the region A > 0 shown in figure 11, i.e. for
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which 7 > 7c(2) (see (4.24)). In other words, [Eli Bli] are non-zero either when the
projection of the cusp locus of the bifurcation surface C onto the (7, Z) plane intersects
the domain S’ described by (2.7), in which case 7, <Fe <7y for —Zp <z<Zp as shown
in figure 11, or when 7¢ < 7, for these values of z and the entire radial extent of the
source lies inside the bifurcation surface. The intersection of &’ and A > 0 which
constitutes the domain of integration in (5.8) thus changes as the location of the cusp
locus C (which depends on the position of the observation point) changes.

The parametric equation 7 = 7(Z), ¢ = ¢(Z), of the cusp locus of the bifurcation
surface associated with a given observation point (7p, @p, Zp) at the observation
time fp was derived in (4.24). If we rewrite the two members of (4.24) in terms
of the dimensionless polar coordinates Rp = (7o + )%, 6p = arccos(3p/Rp), of the
observation point P and solve them for 6p and ¢p as functions of (7, ¢, Z) and IA?p,

we obtain
22 1/2
~ 12 [ &
+ (7 —1) <R,23—1—?2> ”
5.9

1
op = @57, 9, 2) = ¢ — 2k + arccos (AA) ,
rRP sSin ep

~> | o

" A 1
Op = 05(F, 7) = arccos § =—
Rpr

C:

where the £ correspond to the two halves of the cusp curve below and above the
plane z=Zzp, respectively, and k is the positive integer enumerating successive rotation
periods (see (4.5) and (4.19)).

The angle between the asymptotes to the hyperbola representing the projection of
the cusp locus C onto the (7, 7)-plane, as well as the radial coordinate of the point
of intersection of this hyperbola with the plane z=0, depend on the coordinate 6, of
the observation point (see figure 11). As the observation point P at a given distance
Rp moves from the upper half of the rotation axis (fp = 0) towards the plane of
rotation (6p = 1/2), the point of intersection of the cusp locus C with the plane z=0
gradually shifts across this plane from a large value (limy,_,  7c =csc6p) of the radial
coordinate 7 towards the upper boundary 7y of the source distribution, across the radial
extent of the source distribution towards its lower boundary 7, and eventually towards
the light cylinder 7= 1. The cusp C will thus lie to the right of the source distribution
shown in figure 11 when 0 < 6p < 6;, where

65 = OS5ty 2 (5.10)
intersects this source distribution while 6; < 0p < 6;;,, where

0 = 05 izt =z, (5.11)
and lies in 1 <7 <7, (to the left of this source distribution) when 6 < 6p < /2.
(Recall that 7, and 7y designate the inner and outer radial boundaries of the source
distribution (see figure 11).)

Thus the cusp locus C would intersect the support (2.7) of the source distribution
only if the observation point lies within one of the following conical shells,

0 <Op <0, (5.12)
T —0, <Op<m—0;. )
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The first member of (5.9), on which the definitions in (5.10) and (5.11) are based,
reduces to

0, = arcsin (1) - <§> R+ ! (7 - 1)1/2 R +--- (5.13)
r r 2

in the far zone where Rp > 1. The leading term in this expansion (in powers of

f?;') together with (5.10) and (5.11) shows that, in the limit Rp — 00, the angles 67

and 6}, reduce to arcsin(1/7y) and arcsin(1/7;), respectively. We shall see below that

the radiation field [E B] has radically differing characteristics in each of the three

disjoint regions of space separated by these two cones (see figure 12).

6. The part of the field arising from the volume of the source
6.1. Evaluation of [E* B"] at observation points for which 0; < 6p < 7w — 05

When the polar coordinate 8 of the observation point lies in 6 < 6p < — 6, there
are volume elements within the source distribution & that approach P along the
radiation direction with a speed exceeding c at the retarded time. For such source
elements A is positive. Depending on whether the ¢ coordinates of these elements
lie inside or outside the bifurcation surface associated with the observation point P,
the Green’s function G,; that appears in (5.7) has either the value G;'; or the value
Gz;‘t (see (4.54)). There are also source elements lying in A <0 for which G,; has

the value Gf,;‘b (see figure 11). The expression in (5.7) can therefore be written as

[ ] = mzii/ Fdrdz [’H {H(A)

n=1 j=I1 W
7 27

+ / + / dp exp(—img)G,"
0 (2

in which Gin‘j‘., sz‘.“ and G;;‘b are given by (4.43), (4.44) and (4.47).

If we change the variable of integration in the integral over ¢_ < ¢ < @, in (6.1)

o ,
| apes(-impr
7

’

21
+H(-A) / d¢ exp(—imga)G;;b} ,
0

6.1)

from ¢ to
Y = —2c) sin (% arcsin X) , (6.2)
in which x depends on ¢ as in (4.37), and note that the inversion of (6.2) yields
@Z%WS _C%‘ﬁ + ¢ + Pp, (6.3)
we obtain

o+ )
| apewt-impry
5 _
= [ A B
=2> [ A H@y g exp |—im (¥ -y +pta)| 64)
k=1 Y ~¢€l

(see (4.43)). The variables of integration in the remaining two integrals inside the
square bracket in (6.1) can be similarly transformed from ¢ to

¥ =2c;sgn(x) cosh (%arccoshlx |) . (6.5)
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This transformation and its inverse
¢ =sgn(x) (%‘1’3 —C%‘I’) + ¢+ @p, (6.6)

then result in

27 —2cy
(/ / )dgoG"‘“ = (/ / )dWH(panrqnf‘P)
'

X exp [—un (3 /8 cle/ +c+ (pp>] , (6.7)
where . 35
Y, = —2c¢; cosh | —arccosh [ = idi t @ (6.8)
3 2 q
and | 35 R
Y, =2¢; cosh | —arccosh | = w (6.9)
3 2 i

are the values of ¥ corresponding to ¢ = 0 and ¢ = 27, respectively (see (4.37)
and (4.44)). For any given observation point with the space—time coordinates (Rp,
0; <Op < —6;, ¢p, tp) the value of k (in ¢;) that is selected by the step function H
(or its far-field version H.,) will automatically render the arguments of the arccosh
functions in (6.8) and (6.9) positive and yield a positive ¥y, and a negative ¥;.

Rather than evaluating the remaining integral in (6.1) by substituting the expression
for G;‘;b in its integrand, here I replace G,; in (5.7) by its original representation (4.17)
to write this integral as

3 ~ 21 >
> / FdrdzH(—A) [‘;f] / dg exp(—im@)Gy>=> / FdrdzH(—A)
j:l ’ nj O =1 ’

27 O+2km
X/ dg exp(—img) /w 8(g ¢)
0

G+2(k—1 )n R

x {cos«o — ¢r) [5::] + sin(p — ¢p) [‘52} + [‘,jj } : (6.10)

Given that g is a monotonic function of ¢ in A <0 and that the integrand in (6.10)
is periodic in ¢ with the period 27, it makes no difference which period, i.e. which
value of k, makes the contribution received at the observation time. We can therefore
replace the range of the ¢-integral by (0, 2m) (omitting the summation over k) and
perform the trivial integration with respect to ¢ to obtain

S’

7 exp(—img) u, - u, i,
X /0 de T {COS((/) — p) |:1~)n1] + sin(¢ — ¢p) [inj + |:'~)nz:| } (6.11)

for the value of the last integral in (6.1).

3 ~ 27
§ / FdrdzH(—A) [Z/] / d@ exp(—im@)G}i* = exp(—im@p) | FdFdZH(—A)
j:l ’ nj 0
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Inserting (6.4), (6.7) and (6.11) in (6.1), we arrive at

|:§v:| =m? exp(—im@p) Z/ rdrdz {H(A)ZZexp( imc;) { ]

j=1 k=1

Yy 2¢y 1

x (/ —/ +2/ ) d¥ (p,; + g W) H exp [—im (3‘1’3 —C%‘I’>] +H(=4)
'43 —2cy —C1
2 q exp(—img) @ — on) U, +sin(@ — op) 7 n i3

X A (pT Cos(@ ©¥p 5}11 SN ©p f)nZ 5,13 ’

(6.12)

where the integration variable ¢ in (6.4) has been renamed ¥ and the limits of
integration in (6.7) have been placed in alternative positions. For small ¢, the
difference between the values of the two integrals over —2¢; < ¥ < 2¢; and
—c; < ¥ < ¢ is negligibly small compared to that of the first integral inside the
parentheses Once these two integrals are ignored, the remaining k-dependent function
in the resulting expression can be summed,

i”H=l, (6.13)

k=1

since the k-dependence of ¢, does not influence the value of exp(—imc,) (see (4.19),
(4.23) and (4.26)). This enables us to obtain the asymptotic value of the integral over
¥, < ¥ <Yy by simply extending its range,

vy 1
/ d¥ (p,; + q,;¥) exp [—im <31[/3 _ c%llf)]
73

o 1
:2/ dy {p,,j cos [m <l1/3 —cf'llﬂ
0 3
1
—iq,;¥ sin [m (311/3 — c%W)] } , m> 1, (6.14)

because the phase of the exponential factor in its integrand is in a canonical form as
it stands.

The imaginary part of the W-integral in (6.14) can be obtained by differentiating
the real part of this integral with respect to ¢? and dividing the resulting expression
by m. From (9.5.1) of Olver et al. (2010) and (6.13) and (6.14) it follows, therefore,
that

[gv] ~ m? exp(— 1m(pp)Z/ rdrdz {H(A)Zan 13 exp(—imcy) [g ]

X [puAl (=m*Pci) +im™ P g Al (=m*Pel)] +H(=4)

7 exp(—img) 7 - Uy iy
X/o dwT (COS((p — ¢p) [fm] + sin(g — ¢p) [%} + {%D ,

OS<Op<T—05, m>1, (6.15)
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in which Ai and Ai’ are the Airy function and the derivative of the Airy function with
respect to its argument, respectively.

On the other hand, evaluation of the leading term in the asymptotic expansion of
the @-integral in

2 2 . N
E' 5 / . / expl[—im(g + ¢p)]
vl = m rdrdz de =
{B] nz:l: ’ 0 Rr

X (cos(cp — ©p) {giﬂ + sin(¢ — @p) [g:j + [é”ﬂ) (6.16)

V3

by the method of Chester et al. (1957) results in exactly the same expression as that
which multiplies H(A) in (6.15). Hence, the expression in (6.16) gives the combined
contributions of the source elements in both A <0 and A > 0. It turns out that this
expression could have been directly obtained in the present case by performing the
integration with respect to ¢ in (4.4), even though such a procedure is not generally
applicable to cases in which the retarded time is multi-valued (see appendix B).

6.2. Evaluation of [E' B"] at observation points for which 0 <0p < 6; or
n—0,<Op<m
Equation (6.16) applies also to an observation point for which the entire source lies
outside the bifurcation surface, i.e. for which 7y < 7¢ (see figure 11). None of the
source elements in S’ can approach observers that are located in 0 < 6p < 6f or
1 — 0] < 0p <7 with a superluminal speed along the radiation direction. As a result,
A is negative throughout the source distribution (2.7) and the field [E* B"] that is
generated outside these two cones (i.e. outside the coloured regions in figure 12) is
the same as any other conventional radiation field.

It is customary, when deriving (6.16) from (4.4), to replace the term dp/d¢ that
results from the integration with respect to ¢t by —cV -j (from the equation of
continuity) and to apply a subsequent integration by parts with respect to x (by
means of the divergence theorem) to write the conventional radiation field as

1 [ 8t—tp R/ D [ xj
[BV}_CZ/dxdtRnxat[_j : (6.17)

However, of the two equivalent formulations given by (6.16) and (6.17), I will be
using the former which can be more easily combined with the expressions I will
derive for [E. E.].

7. The part of the field arising from the discontinuities of the Green’s function

7.1. Locus of stationary points, S, of the phase of the exponential factor in the
expression for [E° B"]

Despite the apparent symmetry between the two terms G°'|;, exp(—im¢@y) in the

nj
expressions for [Ei Bi] in (5.8), these two contributions toward the value of the
unconventional radiation field differ radically: the phase ¢_ of the first exponential
factor is stationary, as a function of 7, along a curve in the (r, ¢, z) space while the
phase @, of the second exponential has no stationary points.
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Differentiation of the functions ¢, = ¢+ — @p = g(p+) with respect to 7 yields

3 P14 AL
O _ 7 7.1)

or PR

(see (4.23)). Hence d¢_/dr vanishes for all z, along the projection 7 = 7¢(z) of the
following three-dimensional curve onto the (r, z) plane,

s{ﬁzﬂazﬁﬁ+D—Uﬁﬁ%f—@—@ﬁmw{ (72

" @ = @s(2) = @p + 2k — arccos(Fs/Tp).

Along this curve, which is depicted in figure 11, the two derivatives dg/d¢ and dg/07
of the argument of the Dirac delta function in (4.17) vanish simultaneously and A'/? =
7 — 1 (see (4.19) and (4.20)). At the point Z =2, on S the derivative dg/dZ also
vanishes (since g depends on Z only through (z — Zp)?), so that the derivatives of
the phase of the Green’s function (4.17) with respect to all three of the integration
variables in the expression for the field [E B] (i.e. dg/d¢, dg/07 and dg/dZ) vanish
simultaneously. I refer to both § and its projection onto the (r, z) plane as the locus
of stationary points of ¢_; whether it is § itself or its projection that is referred to
will be clear from the context.

Note that the coordinates of a far-field observation point need to satisfy Rp >
2 cotOp csc Op for 75 to be real; otherwise, the expression inside the curly brackets in
(7.2) would be negative. This constraint reflects the fact that the projection of locus
S onto the (7, 2) plane curves away from the rotation axis (see figure 11). The locus
S becomes more parallel to the rotation axis as the observation point moves into the
far zone. But, no matter how large Rp may be, there are always ranges of values of
the polar angle 6p (close to 0 and to ) for which the function ¢_ has no stationary
points.

By comparing (4.24) and (7.2), we can see that the radial separation between the
curves C and S in figure 11 is exceedingly small when the observation point lies either
in the far zone, RP > 1, or close to the plane of rotation 6p = 1t/2, so that |2 —Zp| < 1
throughout the localized source distribution (2.7),

cot* 0p/(2R% sinBp), Rp> 1
%—%:{ P/ Gy SinGe), - f (13)

5@=2) 0 -1 -2l <1

In other words, the locus § of the stationary points of ¢_ is essentially coincident with
the cusp locus of the bifurcation surface (i.e. with the locus C of the source elements
that approach the observation point with the speed of light and zero acceleration at
the retarded time) in these cases. This notwithstanding, (4.18) and (7.1) show that
the value of the function A undergoes a large change over a small interval in 7: it
vanishes on C, equals (72 — 1)? on S and rapidly rises to as large a value as that of
f?f, (for Rp > 1) a short distance away from C. We will see that the sharp change
in the value of G|, resulting from the proximity of the loci C and S renders the

numerical evaluation of [E> B"] in the far zone particularly challenging (§ 11).
If, in analogy with (5.9), we rewrite the two members of (7.2) in terms of the
dimensionless polar coordinates (Rp, 8p) of the observation point P and solve them
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for 6p and @p as functions of (7, Z) and IAQP, we obtain

A2 172 [ 2o A2 22 2
+ (r — 1) RP —r — ﬁ ,
(7.4)

op = @p(F, 2) = ¢ — 2k + arccos <Ar) 7
RP Sin 0})

1
Op = O (7, Z) = arccos § ——
Rpr

| —— |
~> | 2w

S:

where k is the positive integer enumerating successive rotation periods. Hence, the
projection of the segment Zp > Z of the locus S onto the (7, ) plane intersects the
source distribution (2.7) at a given —Zg < Z < Zo if the colatitude of the observation
point P lies in the interval 8; < 6p <6}, where

0 = Oplizpy 2=2 (7.5)

and
O = Oplizi, = (7.6)

The radial coordinates of all source elements would exceed rs, on the other hand, if
0, <Op < —0] (see (2.7) and figure 11).

The loci C and S would both lie within the source distribution (2.7), at every value
of 7 in —Zy <z < 2, if 0y <0p <0y, where

O, = QEI?':;U,EZ—QU (7.7)

and

Ou = Oplizp, i=2- (7.8)
This can be seen by noting that as the polar coordinate of the observation point
increases (at a given Rp) away from the rotation axis 6, = 0 toward the equatorial
plane 6p = 1t/2, the curve S intersects the entire Z-extent of the source once it passes
the corner 7 =7y, = —Zo of the rectangular support S’ of the source distribution (2.7)
shown in figure 11. It is curve C, on the other hand, that starts leaving the source
at the corner 7 =7, Z=172) of & after S and C have swept across the 7-extent of
the source. If 6p continues to increase past the value m/2, then S and C (in that
order) start entering S’ from the corner 7=7;, z=72, when 6p =t — 6y and will both
intersect the entire Z-extent of the source again when 7 — 0y <0p < 7 — 6;.

There are intervals of 6p near 6, or 6y for which only one of the curves C and S
intersects the source distribution, mostly over a limited section of —Zo < Z < Zp (see
figure 11). Evaluation of the radiation field in these transitional intervals whose widths
rapidly shrink with increasing distance — as IA{;2 for IA?p > 1 (see (7.3)) — will be dealt
with separately in §9.

Note that the stationary point 7= 1, ¢ = @p + 27k — arccos(1/r), z=Zp, at which all
three derivatives of g vanish and the curves C and S meet tangentially (see figure 11)
does not fall within the range of integration in (5.8) unless (i) there are source
elements whose speeds equal the speed of light ¢, and (ii) the observation point lies
sufficiently close to the plane of rotation 6p = 1t/2 for its coordinate Zp :IAQP cos Bp to
match the coordinate z of some source elements. For the source distribution described
in §2, these requirements are met only if 7, < 1, i.e. the source elements at the inner
radius of the dielectric move with a speed that is smaller than or equal to ¢ and the
observation point lies within the following angular interval

T Z T Z
7~ arcsin (fo) < 60p < — + arcsin (fo) (7.9)

P 2 P
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encompassing the equatorial plane. Note also that the width of this interval decreases
with increasing distance as R,' in the far zone.

7.2. Paths of steepest descent for the exponential kernels exp(—ime¢.)

Owing to the proximity of the loci C and S and the rapid variation of Gﬁj‘.“|¢_ in
their vicinity, the contributions of the critical points discussed in the preceding section
toward the value of the integral in (5.8) cannot be taken into account properly without
resorting to a technique more discerning than a direct numerical integration. Here I
evaluate the 7-integral in (5.8) by the method of steepest descent (see, e.g. Bender &
Orszag 1999). T regard the variable of integration 7 as complex, i.e. write

F=u-+iv, (7.10)

in which u and v are real, and invoke Cauchy’s integral theorem to deform the original
path of integration into the contours of steepest descent in the complex (u, v)-plane
that pass through the critical points of the phases ¢.(r, Z) at a given Z, i.e. through
the stationary point 7 =75 and the boundary points 7 =7¢ or 7, and 7= ry. We will
see that the constant m in the argument of the exponential factor in (5.8) need not be
particularly large for the main contributions to the values of [Ej[ B}j[] to come from
a limited segment of each path next to the critical point from which it issues.

The first step is to write ¢4 as functions of (u, v, Z; 7p, Zp). Inserting (7.10) in (4.13)
and adopting the square root of the resulting complex expression which is positive on
the real axis v =0, we obtain

A2 =d exp(id), (7.11)
with
d={[(7 — D@ —v* = 1) = Z—2p)*]* + 4G5 — D*utv?}, (7.12)
and
5 1 . 2(72 — Duv (7.13)
= — arctan . .
2 (Fp— D@ —v2—1)— (Z—2p)?

Equation (4.22) together with (7.10) and (7.11) then yields
Ry =L, exp(ioy), (7.14)
in which

Li={[G—2p)* +7p+u* —v* —2(1 Fdcos8)]* + 4(uv £ dsin §)*}'/*, (7.15)

and .
2(uv £ dsin §)
0L = — arctan —— > . (7.16)
(Z—2zp)? +7rp+u>—v>—2(1 Fdcosé)
From Euler’s formula exp(ix) =cosx +isinx and (4.19), we have
, 1F A2 iR
expli(ps — pp)]= ———, (7.17)
rrp

so that the corresponding expression for ¢, can be written as

Qi = @p+2kn+ & —n+iln[Fp’ + v
— (i/2) In{1 4+ d* + L% + 2L sin 0. F 2d[Ly sin(oy — 8) +cos 8]}, (7.18)
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with Jdins
&L = arctan £ 0080+ F s.1n , (7.19)
1Fdcoséd+L.sinoy
and
n = arctan(v/u), (7.20)

in the light of (7.10), (7.11), (7.14) and (7.17).

Inserting the above expressions for A2, R, and ¢, in (4.23), we finally arrive at
the following expressions for the real and imaginary parts of ¢ =@, — ¢@p as functions
of (M, v, 2, ;'p, EP),

Re[¢p+(u, v)]=Licosor + &L —n+ 2k, (7.21)
and

Im[¢, (4, v)] = Ly sin oy + In[7p@® + v*)"/?]
—(1/2) In{1 +d* + L2 + 2Ls sin 0w F 2d[Ls sin(ox — 8) +cos 8]}, (7.22)

The path of steepest descent through a given critical point of ¢_ or ¢, is the curve in
the complex (u, v)-plane along which the corresponding phase —im¢_ or —im¢, of
the relevant exponential factor in (5.8) has a constant imaginary part and a negative
real part (Bender & Orszag 1999).

To use Cauchy’s theorem to express the integrals over 7 in (5.8) as integrals over
such steepest-descent paths, we also need the Jacobians of the transformations that
map the real axis onto these paths. Along each path of steepest descent through a
critical point of either exp(—im¢_) or exp(—im¢,), the real part of the relevant ¢.
is constant. So, setting the total derivative of Re[¢.(u, v)] equal to zero, we find that
the slope of a steepest-descent path is given by

d d ¢
@ o Re@)]  [Re(p)] Re [ 3;}
W= 8” = 8” = TRk (7.23)
“ CRe@] o [m@o] Im [ f}
v au ar
where I have used the Cauchy—Riemann relation
0 d
B*{Re[cbi(u, V= ———{Im[¢. (u, v)]}, (7.24)
v du

and the following expression for the derivatives of the complex functions ¢, (u, v)
with respect to the complex variable 7 =u + iv:

dpy 0 )
5 = —{Re[¢p+(u, v)]} + 1 —{Im[d< (u, v)]}. (7.25)
r ou ou

Equation (7.23) applies to a steepest-descent path through any critical point of either
¢_ or ¢, irrespective of whether it is parametrized by u or v (i.e. whether its slope
is given by the last expression on the right-hand side of (7.23) or by the inverse of
this expression).
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The functions d¢. /37 have the values derived in (7.1). Writing 7 everywhere in the
right-hand side of (7.1) as u +iv and making use of (7.11) and (7.14), we arrive at

d¢ps  u>—v> —1=+dcosd+i(2uv +dsin )
F W+ v)2Lyexpli(ox +n)]

, (7.26)

so that insertion of the real and imaginary parts of the above expression in the last
member of (7.23) yields

dv
— =cot(fx — oy — 1), (7.27)
du
where )
2uv = dsiné
{4 = arctan (7.28)

w?—v2—1+dcoss’

The Jacobian of the transformation from 7 along the real axis to u or v along a
steepest-descent path through a critical point of ¢ is therefore given by

L, dr )
J =—=1+4icot({x —op — 1), (7.29)
du
or
L, dr .
J, = ™ =tan({L — oy —n) +1i, (7.30)
v
depending, respectively, on whether the path in question is parametrized by u or by
v.

We shall see below that a variable, more suitable than either u or v, for
parametrizing the path of steepest descent through the critical point u=7¢, v =0, is
the radial distance w = [(u — 7¢)? + v?]"/? from this point. If we mark the complex 7
plane by a set of polar coordinates centred on the point u="7¢, v =0, i.e. write

F=u+iv="7rc+wexp(id), (7.31)

and express the Cartesian coordinates # and v in (7.27) in terms of the polar
coordinates w and A, we find that

d1 1
— =—cot({x —or —n+A). (7.32)
dw w
This together with (7.31) yields
L, dr ) )
J, = I =exp(iD)[l +icot(¢x —or —n+ )] (7.33)
w

for the Jacobian of the transformation from 7 along the real axis to w along a steepest-
descent path through the point 7 =7¢ (i.e. through w=0).

It should be noted (for purposes of numerical evaluation of the above expressions)
that the real functions that are defined in terms of an arctan, i.e. §, o4, &4, ¢ and A,
are continuous along each steepest-descent path. Any discontinuities arising from the
multi-valuedness of arctan should be removed by adopting an appropriate branch of
arctan. The multi-valued complex function ¢;(u + iv, Z, 7p, Zp) is rendered continuous
along every one of the paths described in this section by choosing the cubic root
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of ¢, —¢_ in (4.26) as follows: along the lower branch of the path Lg in figures 16
and 19, for which u <0,

[3(@: — 1", arg(¢y —¢-) >0
Cl|£5.u<0 = . 3 1/3 (734)
exp(2in/3)[5(d+ —P)] ", arg(¢r —¢-) <O,
along the paths L. in figures 16 and 18,
exp(—2in/3)[§ (¢4 — ¢ )1, arg(py — ) >0
cilee :{ 3p / A B § (7.35)
ECT R arg(s — ¢-) <0,

and along all other paths c, is given by [3(¢, — ¢_)/4]'/? irrespective of the sign of
arg(¢, — ¢_). Along the path Lg, the phase of ¢;(u + iv, Z, 7p, Zp) discontinuously
changes by 27/3 across the saddle point at 7 = 7. This correspondingly shifts the
phase of the Green’s function G|, by m across 7 =T, a phase shift similar to that
encountered across a focal point in optics. The choice in (7.35) is dictated by the
analytic expression for the approximate value of the phase of c|.. in the vicinity
of 7 =7c (see (7.46) below). It is understood that the branch cuts for any complex
multi-valued functions are selected to lie outside the closed areas in the (u, v) plane
around which the contour integrations are performed.

7.3. Paths of steepest descent through the critical points of the phase ¢_ for
observation points in 0; <0p <0y or 1 — 0y <Op < 7T—6

At observation points for which the cusp locus C of the bifurcation surface intersects
the source distribution &', the 7-integral in the expression for [E® B°] in (5.8)
extends over 7¢ <7< Fy, since H(A) in its integrand would vanish over the remaining
segment 7, < 7 < 7e of the range of integration with respect to 7 (see §5.1 and
figure 11). The critical points of ¢_ for the asymptotic evaluation of the 7-integral
for large m would consist, therefore, of the locus 7 = 7y of stationary points of the
phase ¢_ of the exponential and the boundaries 7 = ¢ and 7 =7y of the domain of
integration.

The path of steepest descent for the exponential factor exp(—im¢@_), in the complex
(u, v) plane, through the point u =75, v =0, at which ¢_(u, v) has a saddle point is
parametrically described by the solution v = vg(u) of the transcendental equation

Re[¢_(u, v)] = ¢_ (75, 0) = s (7.36)

that satisfies vg(#s) =0 and the condition

Vs = Im[qu (M, v)]'v:us(u) g 0 (737)

at all relevant values of the curve parameter u and the fixed parameters (Z, Fp, Zp). |
denote this path which consists of two segments, one in v <0 and one in v > 0, by Lg
(see figures 13—15). From the plots of ys versus u, it can be seen that for vg(u) > 0,
the condition in (7.37) is satisfied by the segment u > 75 of the solution v = vg(u)
(see figure 14), while for vg(u) <0, the condition in (7.37) is satisfied by the segment
u < 75 of this solution (see figure 15).

When the cusp curve of the bifurcation surface intersects the source distribution, as
in figure 11, the point 7 = 7 (rather than 7 =7;) constitutes the lower boundary of
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FIGURE 13. The solutions v = vg(u) of (7.36) for z = 0, Rp = 100 and 6, = /3
in the vicinity of the saddle point (rg, 0) of the function Re[¢_(u, v)]. As shown by
figures 14 and 15, the segments here designated by Lg satisfy the condition in (7.37) and
so constitute the paths of steepest descent through the saddle point (7s, 0).

Vs

1 1 L !
-0.0001 -0.00005 0.00005 0.0001

-1.x100 |-

FIGURE 14. The function ys(u), here plotted for z =0, IAQP =100 and 6p = /3, shows
that of the two segments of the solution to (7.36) for which vg(u) >0 (the upper segments
in figure 13), only the segment u > 7 (on the right) satisfies the requirement in (7.37).

Vs
vg(u) <0 1xi0®
5.x1077
. . . Ly — T
~0.0001 ~0.00005 0.00005 0.0001 s
-5.x1077 |

FIGURE 15. The function ys(u), here plotted for z =0, Rp =100 and 6, = 1t/3, shows
that of the two segments of the solution to (7.36) for which vg(x) <0 (the lower segments
in figure 13), only the segment u < 7g (on the left) satisfies the requirement in (7.37).
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FIGURE 16. The complex 7=u+iv plane with a shift in the position of the imaginary
axis which places the saddle point (s, 0) of ¢_(u, v, Z, RP, 0p) at the origin. The curves Ly,
Lc and Ly delineate the paths of steepest descent of exp(—im¢_) through the following
critical points, respectively: the saddle point (75, 0), the cusp point (¥¢, 0) and the
boundary point (7y, 0). Here, the cusp point lies between the lower and upper boundaries
(71, 0) and (Fy, 0) of the source distribution (see figure 11). The segment 7c+¢€ <u <7y of
the real axis, together with Ls, L, Ly and the indentation L., surrounding the singularity
of G{"|y—y_ at the cusp point, constitute the contours of integration for the evaluation of
the part [E® B®] of the field given by (7.59). The arrows show the adopted directions
of integration along the various contours. This figure is plotted for the following set of
values of the parameters: Rp =102, 0p= /3, 2=0, m=10 and 7y =1.15474.

the domain of integration with respect to 7 in (5.8). In terms of the polar coordinates
introduced in (7.31), the path of steepest descent for exp[—im¢_(w, 4)] through the
boundary point 7=7¢ is given by the solution A=A, (w) of the transcendental equation

Re[p_(w, D] =¢_li—. = ¢ (7.38)
that satisfies A-(0) = —mn/2 and the condition
Yo =Imlop_(w, Dl amazw <0, (7.39)

for all relevant values of (Z, 7», Zp) and of the curve parameter w. This path is
designated as L in figure 16. Note that the requirement A-(0) = —m/2 on the path
issuing from w = 0 is dictated by the fact that, of the two solutions 4 = A(w) of
(7.38) through 7 =7%¢, in —m/2<A<0 and in 0 <A< 1t/2, only the one reducing to
—m/2 at w=0 for which d4/dw is negative can satisfy (7.39) (see (7.33)).

In contrast to Ly that passes through the point 7= 7y itself, the path L. cannot be
used as a contour of integration that includes the point 7 =7 because the functions
G'|p=¢. Which appear in the integrand of the integral in (5.8) are both divergent at
F=Tc. To be able to apply Cauchy’s integral theorem, we need to confine the domain
of integration in the complex plane to one in which the integrand is analytic. This may
be done in the present case by determining the nature of the singularities of Gg;‘|¢:¢ .
at 7 =r¢ and accordingly indenting the paths of steepest descent through this point to
excise the singularities of G)"|4=4, from the domain of integration.
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To approximate G,"[s—p, in the neighbourhood of 7=7¢ (in order to determine the
nature of their smgularltles at this point), we may note that ¢ can be expanded into
a Taylor series in powers of (7 — 7¢)!/? to obtain

~2 A 8D 3/2
re—1,. . [27c(rp — 1)]
=¢ct+ o (Fote) L
¢s = ¢c PR (F—"c) v
(rc—l)[rc M= DRL+4) + 72— 1]
2F2RE.
N PG — DY2BRE 4+ 4G — D3R +5)]

52R].

for fixed (3, 7p, 2p), where Rc = (7272 — 1)/, Insertion of this in (4.26) shows that
the function ¢; appearing in the expression for Gz}lt|¢:¢i in (4.55) has the value

(7 —#c)™”

(F—Fc)’

F—F) 4o, (140)

26 T 3R+ 4G22 — 1)(BRA +5)
o= [fe(p—1) (r—rc)]l/ 1-=—=< -
RC 20rcRC

(F=Fc)| (74D

near 7 = 7¢. Evaluating ¢, p; and ¢; near 7 =7¢ from (7.41), (4.52) and (4.53) and
inserting the results in (4.55), we arrive at

»2—n 1
Gom|¢ " RC _RC
4+ — ,\2/\ ) ~ ~
rc”P(”p—l)(”—rc) Foip

D2 n—1

21231252 _ V125 _ 3. )1/2 2RC+3A
sofc s Az (7= 7c) (=D 'R¢ , 0<i—rFexl. (742
RC 3” lrcl’;P

The integrand in (5.8) therefore has both a simple pole and a branch point at 7= 7¢
which should be circumvented by an indentation of the integration contour.
The semi-circular indentation designated as L. in figure 16 is described by

P=fct ey — Fo) expid), Ay <A< —7/2, (7.43)

where € <1 is a real constant and A, is the value of A at which this circular arc
intersects the path L¢. Since € is small, the value of A; can be determined from the
approximate solution to Re(¢p_ — ¢¢c) =0 for w K 1.

To derive approximate solutions to (7.38) in the vicinity of w = 0, i.e. to find
the paths L. and K that are shown in figures 16 and 17 when w <« 1, we can
insert (7.40) in (7.38) and set the first two terms of the resulting Taylor expansions
of Re(¢p+ — ¢¢) in powers of w!/? equal to zero. This leads to the following two
equations for the dependences A%=(w) of A on w along K¢ and L respectively:

K cos (3A5) £3cos Az >0, w1, (7.44)

where
23/2A5/2(A2 1)3/2 1/2

(fe = D@ =1 (749
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FIGURE 17. The complex 7=u 4+ iv plane with a shift in the position of the imaginary
axis which places the saddle point (75, 0) of ¢_(u, v, Z, IAQP, 0p) at the origin. The curves
K¢ and Ky delineate the paths of steepest descent of exp(—ime¢,) through the cusp point
(¢, 0) and the boundary point (7y, 0), respectively. Here, the cusp point lies between the
lower and upper boundaries (7, 0) and (ry, 0) of the source distribution (see figure 11).
The segment 7¢ + € <u < 7y of the real axis, together with K5, Ky and the indentation
K, surrounding the singularity of G{"|s,—s, at the cusp point, constitute the contours of

integration for the evaluation of the part [E: Bljr] of the field given by (7.61). The arrows

show the adopted directions of integration along the various contours. This figure is plotted
for the same set of values of the parameters as those for figure 16.

The function cos((3/2)A+) in (7.44) can be written in terms of cos((1/2)4y) to
obtain a cubic equation for cos((1/2)A.) whose relevant roots, i.e. the roots satisfying
lim,,_,¢ /ljct = —1/2 and the constraints (7.39) and (7.54) below, are given by

/ljct ~ —2 arccos {:Flc_1 [(1 + K2)1/2 cos (,u + %n) + %] } , wkl, (7.46)
with
1 ok L (7.47)
n= 3 arccos 1t r2)2 .
Note that, in contrast to their Taylor expansions in powers of w!/2, the above

expressions for AF are valid also at z =Zp where « diverges.
The angle A; in the description of the indentation L. in (7.43) is obtained by
evaluating the above expression for Az at w=e(rs — rc),

Ay = A lmeis—ror (7.48)

Note that when w = €(7s — 7¢) and the observation point is sufficiently close to the
equatorial plane 6p = 1t/2 for |Z — Zp| to be small throughout the source distribution
(2.7), k assumes a small value,

Klwmets—ic) 2262, 12— 2p| K 1, (7.49)
(see (4.24) and (7.3)). From the following Taylor expansion of (7.46) in powers of «

A=—n2+k/BVD)+--, w<l, #%, (7.50)
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it follows, therefore, that AZ + /2 approach zero like €'/? as € tends to zero. That this
holds true also when z=2p follows from a corresponding numerical analysis based on
the exact expression for Re(¢r — ¢¢).

Finally, the path of steepest descent of exp[—im¢_(u, v)] through the boundary point
F="ry is given by the solution u = uy(v) of the transcendental equation

Re[¢_(u, v)]=¢_(y, 0) = ¢y (7.51)

that satisfies uy;(0) =7, and the condition

yU_ = Im[¢— (M, U)]lu:uz/(v) < 0. (752)

In contrast to (7.36) which was solved for v as a function of u, (7.51) has to be solved
for u as a function of v because, otherwise, the Jacobian of the transformation from
7 to u+iv(u) would diverge at the point 7 =7y (see (7.29)). From the plots of y,,
as a function of v for u = u;;(v) <0 and u = uy(v) > 0, similar to those shown in
figures 14 and 15, it follows that the requirement expressed in (7.52) is met only by
the segment of u;(v) that lies in v > 0. This segment which constitutes the path of
steepest descent through 7 =7y is designated as Ly in figure 16.

7.4. Paths of steepest descent through the critical points of the phase ¢, for
observation points in 0; <Op <0y or T —0p<Op<mW—0;

In contrast to ¢_, the function ¢, that appears in the expression for [Eljr Bljr] in (5.8)
has no extrema. So, at observation points for which 7, < 7¢, the kernel exp(—im¢@,) of
the 7-integral in (5.8) has only two critical points: the point 7 =7¢ at which the cusp
intersects the source distribution, at a given z, and the boundary point 7 =7y. Since ¢,
vanishes at 7 = 7., the value of the Green’s function G;’}“ on ¢ =¢,, too, diverges at
this point (see (7.42)). As in § 7.3, therefore, we need to excise this singularity from
the domain of integration in the complex plane by introducing an indentation in the
path of steepest descent through 7= 7¢.

The path of steepest descent for exp[—im¢, (w, 1)] through the boundary point 7=
Fc is given by the solution 1= A/ (w) of the transcendental equation

Re[p (W, V] =4 |i=ic = ¢c (7.53)
that satisfies A5(0) = —7/2 and the condition
ve =Imlg(w, Dllamyzon <0, (7.54)

for all relevant values of (z, 7p, Zp) and of the curve parameter w. From the plots of
yc+ as a function of w for —m/2 < /lg <0 and 0K /12“ < 1/2, similar to those shown
in figures 14 and 15, it follows that the requirement expressed in (7.54) is met only
by the segment of A7 (w) that lies in —m/2 <A< —m/3. This path is designated as
K¢ in figure 17.

The semi-circular indentation designated as K. in figure 17 is described by

F=fc+e(s—Fe)exp(il), —m/2<A<A, (7.55)
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where ¢ is the small parameter appearing in the description of L., (7.43), and
Aa_ = /lz|w:e(?5—?c) (756)

is the angle at which this circular arc intersects [Cc (see (7.46)).
The path of steepest descent for exp(—im¢,) through the boundary point 7 =7y is
given by the solution u = uj;(v) of the transcendental equation

Re[¢, (u, v)] = ¢, (Fy, 0) = ¢, (7.57)
which satisfies the condition
vo =Imlgy (u, V)]lueut ) <O (7.58)

Invoking, this time, the plots of y;f as a function of v for uf;(v) <0 and uf;(v) >0,
we find that the requirement expressed in (7.58) is met only by the segment of uj;(v)
that lies in v < 0. This path is designated as Ky in figure 17.

7.5. Asymptotic value of [E° B®] for large m in 6, <6p <0y or
T—0p<Ohp<T—06

Having gone into the complex plane 7 = u + iv, and having delineated the paths of
steepest descent for the factor exp(—im¢_) in the integrand of the expression for the
field [E> B"]in (5.8), we are now in a position to use Cauchy’s theorem to replace
the 7-integral over the segment 7¢ < 7 < 7y of the real axis in this expression by
the sum of a set of integrals over the steepest-descent paths L., L5 and Ly passing
through the critical points of this integral and over the semi-circular path £, bypassing
the singularity of its integrand (see figure 16). Since the integrals over the steepest-
descent paths each have a kernel that exponentially decays away from the critical
points 7 = 7¢, 7 = Fg and 7 = 7y, the requirement (set by Cauchy’s theorem) that
these paths should form a closed contour together with the segment 7 < u < 7y of
the real axis is not essential for obtaining an asymptotic approximation to the value
of [E®> B"]. Even for moderate values (~10) of the integer m that appears in the
arguments of the exponential factors exp(my ), exp(myy ) and exp(myy) in (7.59)
below, accurate values of the integrals over the steepest-descent paths can be obtained
by performing each integration over only a limited segment of the corresponding path
adjacent to the critical point from which it issues. The length of the segment over
which each integral needs to be evaluated is dictated by the value of m and the
degree of required accuracy. For a given level of accuracy, the larger the value of
the harmonic number m, the shorter is the required segment.

Disregarding the negligible contributions from any connecting paths away from the
critical points 7 = 7¢, ¥ = T7s, and 7 = ry that may be needed to construct a closed
contour out of L¢, Ls, Ly, L. and the segment of the real axis between 7¢ and 7y in
figure 16, we can write the 7-integral in the expression for [E” B"] (which extends
over Fe <7< 7y) as the sum of the integrals along the steepest-descent paths L¢, Ls,
Ly and L, since the path along the real axis is traversed in the direction of decreasing
7 (see, e.g. Bender & Orszag 1999). The exponent —im¢@_ of the exponential factor
in (5.8) has the values m[y: — i(¢c + ¢p)], mlys — i(¢s + ¢p)] and mly; —i(¢py +
¢p)] along L¢, Lg and Ly, respectively (see (4.23), (7.36)—(7.39), (7.51) and (7.52)).
Hence, in cases where the cusp locus C of the bifurcation surface associated with the
observation point P intersects the source distribution (2.7), the asymptotic value of
[E® BP] for large m is given by
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Eb 20 A
{Bb} ~ im exp(—im@p) / dz { exp(—imgs) | du exp(mys)], {r}
720 -

Ls

F=u+ivg

. A_

+ exp(—img,) dv exp(my; )J, [1’ ]
Ly - P=uy+iv

. - |AZ

+ exp(—im¢c) dw exp(my:)J,, {F }
Lc -

F=rFc+wexp(ilz)

Y A
+ie(rs — 1) dA expli(d — m¢_)] [F ] ,
—n/2 P=Fc+e(Fs—Fc) exp(id)
m>1, 0, <0p<0y, 7—0y<0p -0, (7.59)

where

|: :| Z Z ’”(Pnj + 2Clq"1) |:unj:| (7.60)

n=1 j=I1

(see (4.55) and (5.8)). In this expression, the functions 6; and 6y and the Jacobians
J,, J; and J are defined in (7.7), (7.8), (7.29), (7.30) and (7.33), respectively, and
the value of A, is given by (7.48).

Integrand of the integral over Lg in (7.59) is singular at u =0, Z = Zp. From the
approximate expression for the integrand of the original integral in (5.8) in the vicinity
of =7y at a given value of z # Zp, we find, however, that this singularity is integrable:
outcome of the integration with respect to 7 of the approximate expression in question
turns out to have a logarithmic singularity at 7 = Zp.

The numerical computations described in § 11 show that the combined contributions
of the paths L¢, K¢, Ly and Ky (in figures 16 and 17) toward the value of the field
decays spherically with distance. The non-spherically decaying contribution — which
turns out to be more dominant and less steeply diminishing with distance the larger
the value of m — is that arising from the path Ly which goes through the saddle point
at r= ;\"5.

7.6. Asymptotic value of [Eb ]for large m in 0, < 6p <Oy or
T — 9(] Gp <m— QL

The phase ¢, of the exponential in the expression for [E'jr B'jr] in (5.8) has no
extrema but the function G)|;—s, that multiplies this exponential is singular (see
(7.42)). Once the singularity of its integrand at 7 = r¢ is circumvented by means of
the indentation K, shown in figure 17, the r-integral over ¢ <7 <7y in (5.8) can be
approximated by the sum of the integrals over the steepest-descent paths K¢ and Ky
and the indentation /C, to obtain

b 20
[gf;} ~ im exp(—im(ﬁp)/ dz {exp(—imq&?}) dv exp(my)J" [/11, ]
+ —20 +

Ky F=ug+iv
. N [A ]
+ exp(—im¢c) [ dw exp(myl)J)
Kc r—rC+wexp(1/l+)
A
+ie(Fs — 7c) da exp[i(d —me,)] [ ] } ;
—n/2 F=rc+e(Fs—rc) exp(id)
m>»1, 6, <0p<0y, m—0yp<Op<m—0L, (7.61)
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where the functions A;, Iy, JS and A¢ are given by (7.60), (7.30) and (7.56),
respectively. The domain of validity of this expression in the space of observation
points, which is the same as that of (7.59), is shown in figure 12.

7.77. Resultant of the boundary fields in 6, <O0p <0y or 1 — Oy <Op<TW—6;

The difference between the expressions in (7.61) and (7.59), which constitutes the part
of the radiation field [E B] denoted as [E}, —E® B’ —B"] (see (4.60)~(4.62)), can
be simplified by noting that not only do the leading terms in the Laurent expansions
of G°‘“|¢ s and G°“‘|¢ 4, about the point 7 =7¢ equal one another (see (7.42)), but

also A, and A both approach the value —7/2 in the limit € — O (see (7.48) and
(7.56)). This means that, as € tends to zero, the values both of the integrands and of
the integration limits in the integrals over A in (7.59) and (7.61) approach one another
thus rendering the divergent parts of these two integrals equal.

From (7.42) and the corresponding expansions of exp(myZ)J: in powers of w'/? it
follows that, in the vicinity of the singular point w = 0, the difference between the
integrands of the integrals over L and K¢ in (7.59) and (7.61) is given by

exp(my; )J+ [111~+]

—exp(my:)J, [/11{]

F=fc+wexp(idf) F=fc+wexp(ide)

S P { LU expmyt —i48) — Jy explmyg —id0)]
2 Sicip(3 — Dwt? | w2 ¢ T = c Tl

U, N anz A A ﬁnS
(5] =2 [z 47 2]
[27”c( - D]

R2

((2R2 _I_3n 1) |:un1:| ( l)n IR |:un2:| +3n er}P |:gnz:|>}’

w1, (7.62)

X

[J] exp(myl —idf/2) + T, exp(my; —idz/2)]

a function whose singularity at w=0 is integrable: it can be seen from (7.50) and the
corresponding expansions

JE= itk /QV) 4+, wkl, Z#£%, (7.63)
2 2A3/2 72 1)32
yE=-"C w7 G DTy wsl, (7.64)
rcRC 3R%

that the factor J;" exp(myd) — J;, exp(my() vanishes like w'/? in the limit w — 0, so

that the right-hand side of (7.62) diverges as w~'/? in this limit. This can be shown
to hold true also for =2, by means of a numerical computation.

In other words, the non-integrable singularities of the two integrands in the integrals
over L and K partially cancel to yield an integrable singularity. That this makes
the integrals over the indentations £, and K. (which were introduced to circumvent
the non-integrable singularities of [A+ IL] at w = 0) superfluous is, at the same
time, confirmed by the fact that the integrals over A cancel out of the expression for
[E° —E® B —B"] in the limit € —> 0.
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Combining (7.59) and (7.61), we therefore find that

E) —E
|:Bb Bb:| ~imexp(— lm(/)P)/ dz

X {exp(—imd);)

dv exp(my;)J; {’}j]

Ku ?:u?;wLiv

— exp(—imqu)/c dv exp(my; )J, {II{_]

r=uy+iv

~ exp(—imes) | du expmys)]; {H

Ls F=u+ivg

1 1 " L L AL
+ exp(—im¢c) ll—>mo dw Z vexp(myi)J., [FJ

e(Fs—tc) =t

9
r=rc+w exp(ixl‘c) }

m>1, 0, <0p<Oy, m—0y<Op<m—0L (7.65)

where w, is a constant of the order of unity denoting the value of w beyond
which any contributions from the points along the paths L. and K. are negligible.
This expression applies to the case where the cusp locus C intersects the source
distribution.

The fact that the singularities of the integrals over Lo + K¢ and over Lg are
integrable even when the ranges of these integrals include values of z that match
that of zZp implies that the coincidence of the loci C and S at Z=2Zp (in figure 11)
does not vitiate the applicability of the steepest-descent method used to evaluate the
7-integral in (5.8). The length of the path connecting C and S along the real axis
of the complex (u, v)-plane (in figure 16) shrinks to zero for those source elements
whose Z-coordinate equals the Zp-coordinate of the observation point (see (7.3)). There
is nevertheless a non-zero contribution toward the value of the 7-integral in question
from this path in the limit Z — Zp because the coalescence of C and S results, at the
same time, in a higher-order singularity of the integrand in (5.8): all three derivatives
(dg/or, dg/d¢p and dg/97) of the argument of the Dirac delta function in (4.17)
with respect to the source coordinates, as well as the second derivative 32g/0¢?
simultaneously vanish at the site (7 =1, ¢ = gpp — 37/2, 7 =Zp) of this coalescence
(see §7.1).

7.8. Resultant of the boundary fields in 6y <60p < 7T — 0y

When the source distribution lies in A > 0 in its entirety and neither of the loci C
and S intersect it (see figure 11), there is no need to invoke the method of steepest
descent for evaluating the 7-integrals in the expressions for [Eft Bi]. Given that the
phases ¢ are similar functions of 7 in this case, it is simpler and so more convenient
to evaluate the following combination of the two integrals in (5.8) directly,

E° —E° A a1 . i,
Bg—B'E fmexp( 1m¢p)22/ rdrdzc; exp(—imcy) f)nj'

n=1 j=1

2 2
X [cl_lp,,j sin <3mcf) + 2ig,; cos (3mcf)] , m>»> 1,0y <Op<T—06y.
(7.66)

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022377819000382 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022377819000382

Radiation whose decay violates the inverse-square law 51

Here I have used (4.55) for the asymptotic values of G,"|;—;, and have written ¢,
in terms of ¢; and ¢, with the aid of (4.26).

8. Total radiation field outside the transitional intervals

In this section I assemble and combine the expressions derived in the preceding
sections for the parts [E* B"] and [EE’r —E° BE’L — B] of the radiation field [E B]
in various regions of space (see (4.60)).

At observation points for which 0 <6, <6, or m — 6, <6p < 1 (see figure 12), the

field consists entirely of the part arising from the volume of the source which is given
by

2 3 P 2n : ~

E > A R AL / exp(—img) 7
= —_— d d d -~ - ~

[B] m” exp(—im@p) ,?zl /_20 Z/h rr i 17 7 cos(¢ — p) B

£ sin(g — ¢p) [’52] + [ﬁ:D . 0<0p<6, or T—6,<Op<m (8.1
(see §6.2). Note that at such observation points A is negative for the coordinates
(r, 2) of all volume elements of the source. This field has the same characteristics
as a conventional radiation field.

At observation points for which 8, <60p <0y or T — 60y <6p < T — 6, equation (4.60),
(6.16), and (7.65) jointly yield

2n
[g] :exp(—im@p){ Z /_ dz / di 7 eXp(R”lmg)

oo i ] ]

20
X / dz |exp(—imgc) lim dw vexp(myp)d,, [/P]
20 €0 e(Fs—7c) —+ ¢ F=Fc+wexp(ide)
+ exp(—im@}) dv exp(my)JS [
Ku r:u?r/-Hv
— exp(—im¢y) [ dv exp(my,)J; [
Ly F=ug+iv

Ls

— exp(—imgs) [ du expmys)J; {H ”
F=u+ivg

m>1, 0,<0p<0y, m—0O0y<Op<—0L. (8.2)

When the superluminally moving part of the source distribution extends as far as the
light cylinder, i.e. when 7, = 1, the angle 6y equals 1t/2 and (8.1) and (8.2) jointly
describe the field throughout space (see figure 12).

But when 7, > 1, as in figure 11, there is a third region, 8y < 60p < 7 — 0y (coloured
yellow in figure 12), in which the field is described by

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022377819000382 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022377819000382

52 H. Ardavan

23 20 fu
Z/ d%/ drr {pnj |:T[m2/3Ai (=m*ct)
1 i —20 L

[g] = 2m exp(—imgﬁp)z

n=1 j=I1

1 2 2 2
+ gC(Z sin (3mc?)} + igy [nmmAi’ (=m*c}) + gcfl cos <3mc?>] }

Vl]:| ) m>> 1’ eUgePgn_GUv (83)

n

< W

X exp(—imc,) {

as can be seen from (4.60), (6.15) and (7.66). The step function H(A) in (6.15) is
omitted here because, at observation points for which 0y < 6p < 7w — 0y, the values of
the radial coordinates 7 of all volume elements of the source exceed that of 7c.

In the case of a radiation problem involving caustics, such as the present one, it
makes a difference whether the generated field is calculated prior to proceeding to
the far-field limit or vice versa. This is because the far-field approximation replaces
spherical wave fronts by planar ones thereby vitiating the formation of caustics.
Equations (8.1)—(8.3), which hold true irrespective of whether the observer is located
in the near or the far zone, can now be numerically evaluated in the radiation field,
where Rp > 1. For an informed interpretation of the numerical results (reported in
§ 11) it would be helpful to inspect the far-field versions of the quantities A, ¢, ¢,
P»j and g, that appear in the above equations by replacing them with the following

leading terms in their Taylor expansions in powers of Rp':

A~ (#sin® 6p — 1R2, (8.4)
i~ @B/, (8.5)
¢»~Rp — % cos Op + 37/2, (8.6)
Pt == (Fsin 0p) " (72 sin® 6p — 1)"V4(121) VOR;" Y, (8.7)
DPn2 i _RPpnl ) Pn3 i } Sil’l QPRPpnh (88a’b)
g == (16/3)6(7 sin 0p) ' (7 sin” @p — 1) /4T VOR,", (8.9)
and
1 n—1p—1 3n_1A . »—1
qm = 5(_1) Ry qu, Gz > rSinOpRy, G, (8.10a,b)
where
T = (#*sin® Op — 1)'/? — arctan(?? sin® 6p — 1)/? (8.11)

(see (4.18), (4.26), (4.52) and (4.53)). Note that the expression in (8.3), for instance,
consists of two types of terms for each value of j: the ones involving p,;, p,; and

g1 which diminish as IAQ,Z” with increasing IAQP and the ones involving p,;, g,» and g,;3
which diminish as IAQ}?"*I with distance. Both types of terms need to be kept because
there are isolated observation points at which the terms that decay as R;" cancel out
in the expressions for E or B and the corresponding field decays as IA?;"_I.

9. Evaluation of the field in transitional intervals

The radiation field [E B] changes rapidly over the narrow angular intervals 6; <
Op <0, and 6y <6p <O, (see (5.10), and (7.6)—(7.8)). In these transitional intervals, at
least one of the loci C and S intersects the source distribution across either the entire
or a portion of its z-extent (see figure 11) but C and S do not both intersect the source
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1.1545

FIGURE 18. Paths of steepest descent of the exponential kernel exp(—im¢_) for an
observation point in the transitional interval 6; < 6p < 6} and a source element within
% <2< %. This figure is plotted for the following set of values of the parameters: Rp = 10,
Op = 1817/540, m = 10, z = —0.025, 7y = 1.1547. Radial coordinate r¢ = 1.1548 of the
stationary point of the phase ¢_ here exceeds the outer radius 7y of the source distribution.

at every value of Z in —Z5 <z < Z as they do in 0, < 0p < 0y. The angular widths
of such intervals rapidly decrease with increasing distance: as Rp> for Rp > 1 (see
(7.3)). Nevertheless, the total flux of energy close to the source (a quantity which I
will use to normalize the Poynting flux in § 11) cannot be accurately evaluated without
including the contributions from these intervals.

At observation points for which 6f <6, <6, and zp > 0, the cusp locus C intersects
the source distribution (2.7) over z§, <Z < Zo, where

2,=2p— (7 — DGy, — D2 9.1

(see (4.24)), while the locus S lies outside the source. The critical points contributing
toward the asymptotic value of the 7-integral in the expression for [E> B®] in (5.8)
are therefore only the ones at 7 =7¢ and 7 = ry. The paths of steepest descent that
issue from these critical points are found (in the same way as in §7.2) to be those
shown in figure 18. The critical points contributing toward the asymptotic value of the
r-integral in the expression for [El"F Bi] are the same as those shown in figure 17
except that 7s is here greater than 7y and so S falls outside the range of integration,
instead of inside it. The total radiation field can be evaluated in this case from a
version of (8.2) in which the integral over Lg is absent and the second integration
with respect to z runs from Zj, to Z.

At observation points for which 6} <6p <6y, Zp >0, curves S and C both intersect
the source distribution (2.7) but over the limited ranges 2}, <z <Zp and max(Zy, —Zz) <
7 < 2o, respectively, where

2;]:2P_(;%_?U)1/2(;%]—1)1/2 (92)

(see (7.2)). For zj, <z < Zp the critical points of the 7-integrals in (5.8) and their
corresponding paths of steepest descent are the same as those shown in figures 16
and 17. For max(Z§,, —Z) <z < Z, on the other hand, the critical points are only
r=7c and 7 =7y for which the paths of steepest descent are as shown in figure 18.
The total radiation field is in this case given by a version of (8.2) in which the second
integration with respect to Z is split into two integrals with differing ranges and the
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contribution from Ly is omitted from the integrand of the integral over max(Zj,, —2o) <
£< 2.

Another set of transitional intervals occurs when the value of the polar coordinate
0p of the observation point exceeds that of 6, (see (7.8)) but is smaller than both
0pli=i, 2=3, and 0y, (see (7.4) and (5.11)). In this case, there are contributions toward the
value of the 7-integral in (5.8) from the critical points 7, 7s and 7y of the exponential
kernel exp(—im¢_) if z§ <7z < Z and from the critical points 7¢, 75 and 7y of this
kernel if —Zz) <Z<Zj, where

=2 — (=D -D'" 93)

(see (4.24) and figure 11). The paths of steepest descent of exp(—im¢_) for z§ <
7z < Zp can be determined in the same way as in §7.2 and are shown in figure 19.
The corresponding paths of steepest descent issuing from the critical points 7, and
Py of the 7-integral entailing the exponential kernel exp(—im¢,) in (5.8) are shown
in figure 20. The contributions made by the source elements in —Zp < Z < Z§ stem
from the same set of critical points (7¢, 7s and 7y) as those encountered in §§7.3
and 7.4 and so can be calculated from an appropriate version of (8.2) for which the
steepest-descent paths resemble the ones in figures 16 and 17.

At observation points for which 6}[;=;, ;=;, < 0p < 67, locus S intersects the source
distribution over —2zp <z < Z; and locus C over —Z; <z < Zj. There are contributions
in this case toward the value of [E° B"] from the critical points 7¢, 7 and 7y in
—20 <2<, from 7y, 75 and 7y in 2§ <z<Zj, and from 7, and 7y in Zj <Z<Z. The
corresponding set of steepest-descent paths of exp(—im¢_) and exp(—im¢,) that issue
from these points are similar to those in figures 16 and 17 when —Zy <z <Z§, similar
to those in figures 19 and 20 when z§ <z <z and both similar to that in figure 20
when Z; <Z<Z. The contributions in question can be evaluated by means of a version
of (8.2) in which the integration with respect to Z is split into the listed sub-intervals
and the integrations over u, v or w are performed along the steepest-descent paths that
issue from the critical points appropriate to each sub-interval.

Finally, at observation points for which 687, <6, <6}, the cusp locus C lies entirely
in 7 <7, and the intersection of S with the source distribution only occurs in —Z <
z2<Z;. The relevant critical points for the evaluation of [E® B"] over —%, <6p < Z
are 77, 7's and 7y as in figure 19. The relevant critical points for the evaluations of
[E> B"] over z; <0p <Z, and of [E} B%] over —Z <2z <%, are only 7, and 7y
as in figure 20.

10. Flux of energy and state of polarization of the radiation

Asymptotic value of the total radiation field [E B] derived in §8 depends on
the observation time 7p through the oscillating factor exp(—im@p) (see (4.9)) which
multiplies all three of the expressions in (8.1)—(8.3). When the cross-product of the
real parts of E and B is averaged over an oscillation period mwt, one finds that

(Re(E)xRe(B)) = %Re(E x BY), (10.1)

in which B* is the complex conjugate of B and the angular brackets denote averaging
with respect to @p or tp. (Note that in the present case E x B* is not necessarily real.)
The Poynting vector therefore has the time-averaged value

C

S
8m

Re(E x BY). (10.2)
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FIGURE 19. Paths of steepest descent of the exponential kernel exp(—im¢_) for an
observation point in the transitional interval 6y < 0p < 6};—;, :=3, and a source element
within 2§ <z <Z,. This figure is plotted for the following set of values of the parameters:
Rp =10, 6p=521/135, m=10, 2,=0.1, 2=0.08, 7, =1.06657 and 7, = 1.06667. Radial
coordinate of the lower boundary of the source distribution here exceeds the location
Fc=1.06652 of the cusp but the stationary point 7s = 1.06662 of the phase ¢_ falls within
the source distribution.

"L Ty

1.06655 1.06665 1.0667

FIGURE 20. Paths of steepest descent of the exponential kernel exp(—ime¢,) for an
observation point in the transitional interval 6y < 0p < 6};—;, :=3, and a source element
within Z{ < z < Zp. The parameters for this figure have the same values as those for
figure 19.

Mean value of the radial component of the time-averaged Poynting vector over a
sphere of radius Rp centred at the origin is given by the integral of 7., - S over all
values of 0p and @p divided by the solid angle 4m covering the entire sphere,

27 b1
S,=— dep / d6p sinbpiis - S, (10.3)
43'[ 0 0

where
oo = sin Ope,, + cos Ope,, (10.4)

denotes the unit vector normal to the sphere, i.e. the unit vector along the line joining
the origin of the coordinates to the observation point. Note that the symmetries of the
present source render S independent of ¢p and make the Op-integrals over (0, m/2) and
(1t/2, ) equal to one another.
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In contrast to Ehe case of a conveptional radiation, in which both § and S, have
the dependence Rp> on the radius Rp, the ratio fi,, - S/S, (defining directive gain
in conventional antenna theory, Jay 1984) is not independent of Rp in the present
case. To present the results of the numerical computations in §11 in terms of a
dimensionless quantity most closely resembling directive gain, here I introduce

oo §m MeS (10.5)

Sulkp=10

in which the radial component of time-averaged Poynting vector is normalized by the
mean value of the power that propagates across the sphere Rp = 10 per unit solid

angle.
To determine the state of polarization of the radiation, I evaluate the Stokes
parameters
I=|E\P+IEL, Q=I|El —|EL%, (10.6a,b)
U=2Re (E\E}), V=-2Im(EE}), (10.7a,b)
2 24172 1 U
L= +U)"", ys= 3 arctan 0’ (10.8a,b)

in which E, =¢;-E and E, =e, - E are the components of the electric field along
the unit vectors ¢, =e,, and e, =i, X €. Together with s (the radiation direction),
eH (which is parallel to the plane of rotation) and e, (which is perpendicular to both
N, and é)) constitute the base vectors of a Cartesian reference frame.

The Poynting fluxes and Stokes parameters I will numerically evaluate in § 11 are
for the emissions that are generated in the cases of the following two differently
designed versions of the experimental apparatus described in §§2 and 4.1.

10.1. Case I: the emission from a polarization parallel to the rotation axis

In the case where the faces of the electrode pairs shown in figure 2 are normal to é,
and the vector s in (2.1) is spatially uniform in S&" and zero outside it (see (2.7)), the
only non-zero components of the charge-current density are j, and p, i.e. the source
terms s, and so. Once s, and s, in (5.1)—(5.6) are set equal to zero and s, is evaluated
with the aid of (5.6) and (2.7), the vectors u,; and v,; in these equations reduce to

[flu up flls] =S, [0 0 élp] ) (10.9)
iy, is, f%r”
o | = — [8E+20) —6C )] 7e, : (10.10)
u23 _’,;Pérp + (2 - 2P)éZP
(021 D 3] =5, [Fe,, —Fe, —ipe,|, (10.11)

and v,;=0. The polarization charges are here confined to the surfaces z =4z, because
P is assumed to be spatially constant inside the dielectric and zero outside it. The delta
functions in (10.10) stem from the fact that V - (s.e,) = ds./9Z and the dependence
of s, on Z is, according to (2.7), given by the combination H(Z + %,) — H(Z — Zy) of
Heaviside step functions.
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To elicit the orientations of the vectors E and B from the full expressions for these
vectors in (8.1)—(8.3), let E,; be the part of the field E arising from the source term
u, and B,; be the part of the field B arising from the source term v,;, i.e. let

[g] =§:Z { "J] . (10.12)

n=1 j=I

Then it follows from (10.9)—(10.12) that in the present case

E —

Bl =
where E\3 =é,, - E3, Eyy =&, - Es, Exy =&, - Ex, Ej; =@, - Ex, Ej; =¢,, « Ex,
By =é,, - By, B =¢é,, - By and By; =é,, - By;. The values of the fields E,; and B,;
in these expressions can be computed by means of (8.1)—(8.3).

Hence the component of the time-averaged Poynting vector along the radial
direction #n,, is in the present case given by

(10.13)

(Eyi + ESy)e,, + Exe,, + (Eiz + E5y)e,
Byé,, + (Bx + Bay)e,, ’

A c * * *
Re + S = —QRe[El(le + B3;) + cos 0pB5,E) ], (10.14)

with
Ey| _ Er
EJ_ sin 9p(E13 + E§3) — COS 9p(E21 + E£3)
(10.15)

(see (10.2), (10.4) and (10.13)). The Stokes parameters for this radiation are given
by (10.6)—(10. 8) and (10.15).

In the limit Rp — oo, it follows from (4.17), (5.8) and (10. 9)- (10 11) that (i) the
values of E,, Ey, By and By, are by a factor of the order of RP smaller than that
of Ei3, (i) the value of By; approximately equals —sinfpE|; and (iii) the value of 7y
is given by

B 1s; A A A AT A A
ung—jR [6G+2) —8G+20)] A, Rp>1. (10.16)
Hence, (10.13) and (10.14) reduce to

E ~Epsé., +cscOpEsitas, B~iiy X E, (10.17a,b)

and Ay, - S > ¢ sin® Op|E5)? /(8m) at an observation point sufficiently distant from the
source for which R>~Rp> 1.

10.2. Case II: the emission from a radial polarization perpendicular to the
rotation axis

If the normals to the faces of the electrode pairs shown in figure 2 lie along e,, the
only non-zero components of the charge-current density would be j, and p, i.e. the
source terms s, and so. Once s, and s, in (5.1)—(5.6) are set equal to zero and s, is

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022377819000382 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022377819000382

58 H. Ardavan

evaluated with the aid of (5.6) and (2.7), the vectors u#, and v,; in these equations

reduce to
[flll 72%8 ﬁ13] =S, [érp é(pp O] , (10.18)

Uy 1s re,,
| =— | = +5(r— PL) — 8(F —Fy) 72, ., (10.19)
23 —7pe,, + (2 —Zp)e,,

521 _(2 - 21’)@(013

V| =s, |[(Z—2p)e, +Tre, |, (10.20)

Vo3 0

and v;; =0. The first factor in (10.19) stems from the fact that V. (s,8)= (s,/F) +
ds,/0r and the 7-dependence of s, is, according to (2.7), given by the combination
H(7 — 7)) — H(F — 7y) of Heaviside step functions. In addition to the surface charges
on 7=7; and =Ty, there is also a volume distribution of polarization charge in this
case.

If, as in the preceding section, we let E,; be the part of the field E arising from
the source term u,; and B,; be the part of the field B arising from the source term
v,;, then (10.12) together with (10.18)—(10.20) yield

E=(E\ +Ey +Ee, + (En+Exne, +Ee, (10.21)

and
B=B.¢,, + Byé,, + B,e.,, (10.22)

where in this case E11 :érp 'Ella E21 :érp 'E21, E£3 :érp °E23, E12 :é§0P 'E12’ E22 =
é(pp . Ezz, Eé3 = éZp . E23, BEZ = érp . Bzz, Bz] = é(pp . Bz] and Béz = ézp . Bzz are the
components of the fields E,; and B,; given in (8.1)—~(8.3). (Note that, because E and
B have different orientations in Cases I and II, the expressions that define E,; and B,;
in § 10.1 are not the same as those that define these scalars in this section.)

From (10.2), (10.21) and (10.22) it follows that the radial component of time-
averaged Poynting vector has the value

e+ S= éRe[E” (sin 6pB5; — cos 6pB5y) — B3 E | ], (10.23)
with
E/| Epn+Exy
[EJ = [— ¢08 Op(Eyy + a1 + ELy) + sin 0pE3, | ° (10.24)

for the case where the current flows perpendicular to the rotation axis. The Stokes
parameters for this radiation are given by (10.6)—(10.8) and (10.24).

In the limit Rp — 00, it follows from (4.17), (5.8) and (10.18)—(10.20) that the
values of E;; and Ej are by a factor of the order of RP smaller than that of E,s,
and the following 11m1t1ng relationships hold: E5; >~ cot OpEL;, By = cos OpE};, B},
—cos OpE», B, >~ sinOpE), and

a1 n a A A .
ﬂ23 —1iR §+6(I’—VL)—8(F—FU) Ry (1025)
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Hence, (10.21)—-(10.23) reduce to
E:Ellér[, +E|2é¢P+CSCGPE£3ﬁOO, Bzﬁoo x E, (102661,17)

and c
fiog - 8 o [cos® 6p|En|* + |Ep ) (10.27)

at an observation point sufficiently distant from the source for which R>~Rp> 1.

11. Numerical evaluation of characteristics of the radiation field

11.1. Case la: a polarization parallel to the rotation axis for which the
non-spherically decaying radiation beam spans 60° < 0p <70° and 110° < 0p < 120°

I have used Mathematica to compute the total radiation field [E B] and the time-
averaged value of radial component of its flux density by numerically evaluating the
integrals in (8.1)—(8.3) and inserting the outcome in (10.2). The results reported in
this section are for the following choice of the dimensionless parameters of the source
distribution (described in §2): 7, = csc(7n/18), 7y =csc(m/3), zo=0.1, m =10 and
s, =S, =0, i.e. for a polarization current density parallel to the rotation axis whose
sinusoidal distribution pattern, which consists of 10 wavelengths of the polarization
wave train (figure 1), azimuthally propagates with linear speeds ranging from rpw =
1.0642¢ to ryw = 1.1547c across the radial extent of the polarized dielectric (see
figures 1, 2 and 11). The only other parameter entering the expression for the radiation
field is s, which I will assume to be independent of (7, 2), i.e. to be constant over the
cross-section of the dielectric. It is not necessary to specify the value of the constant
s, because we will be normalizing the Poynting vector, which is proportional to s2, by
dividing it by a quantity that is likewise proportional to s2: namely, the average value

of the power that propagates across the sphere Rp=10 per unit solid angle (see (10.3)
and (10.5)).

The above values of the dimensionless parameters can be experimentally realized
in a number of different ways. The number of wavelengths m of the polarization
wave train fitting around the circumference of the dielectric ring (figure 1) would be
10 if there are N =144 electrode pairs and the phases of sinusoidal oscillations of the
voltages across adjacent electrodes (figure 2) differ by A® = 360°m/N = 25°. For a
voltage with the oscillation frequency v =2.3 GHz, the polarization wave train rotates
around the dielectric ring with the angular frequency @ =2mv/m=1.45 x 10’ rad s~!.
This yields ¢/w = 20.76 cm for the radius of the light cylinder, i.e. the radius
at which the linear speed of the rotating distribution pattern of the source equals
c¢. So, the requirement csc(71/18) < 7 < csc(m/3) on the range of linear speeds
ro of the polarization wave train in units of ¢ is met if the inner and outer
boundaries of the dielectric have the radii r, = csc(7n/18)c/w = 22.09 cm and
ry = csc(m/3)c/w = 23.97 cm, respectively. The mean radius ¥ = NA¢/(2w) of the
dielectric ring would have the value (r, 4 ry)/2 =23.03 cm if the distance between
the centres of adjacent electrodes is A¢ =1 cm. The remaining dimension of the
dielectric ring, i.e. its thickness in the direction parallel to the rotation axis, is in this
case 2zp =4.15 cm.

Angular distribution of the radiation at a distance of 10 light-cylinder radii is
plotted in figure 21. The vertical axis in this figure shows the normalized component
of the Poynting vector S along the radiation direction 7, versus the angle 6p between
the radiation direction and the rotation axis €, in degrees (see (10.5) and (10.14)). The
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FIGURE 21. Logarithmic plot of the radial component of normalized Poynting vector S
versus the angle 6p between the rotation axis and the radiation direction depicting directive
gain of the radiation source at a distance of 10 light-cylinder radii. Since this distribution
is symmetric with respect to the equatorial plane 6p = 90°, its remaining half in 90° <
Op < 180° is not shown here. Values of the parameters used for plotting this figure are
those for Case Ia described in § 11.1. (Only a discrete set of values of 7, - S are plotted,
instead of a continuous curve, to render the required computing time for the points in
60° < 6p < 70° manageable.)

normalization factor, i.e. the average value of the power that propagates across the
sphere Rp = 10 per unit solid angle, has the value S, |3,_jo =2.66 x 107 |j,]> W m2,
in which |j,| = vs, stands for the amplitude of the electric current density in units
of A m~2. A logarithmic unit of measurement is used along the vertical axis so that
changes in the value of 7, - S, called directive gain in antenna theory (Jay 1984),
are registered in decibels. The three-dimensional distribution of the directive gain,
by virtue of having an azimuthal symmetry about the rotation axis (fp = 0) and a
reflection symmetry about the equatorial plane (6p = 90°), can be inferred from the
plot shown in figure 21.

The sharp changes in this distribution occur across the polar angles where the cusp
locus C of the bifurcation surface of the observation point either enters (at 7 =7, when
0p = 60°) or leaves (at 7 =7, when 6, = 70°) the source distribution (see figure 11).
The higher values of the radiation flux at angles for which the cusp C intersects
the source distribution reflect the fact that when the observation point is located in
60° < 0p < 70° there exist source elements (in 7¢ <7 < 7y) which approach the observer
with the speed of light and zero acceleration at the retarded time. On the other hand,
characteristics of the emission in 0 < 6p < 60° (only part of whose distribution is
shown here) are the same as those of a conventional radiation: all volume elements
of the rotating source approach an observer in 0 < 8p < 60° with subluminal speeds.
Despite having a similar rate of decay in the present case, the emission in 70° < 6p <
90° is however different from a conventional radiation: component of the velocity of
each volume element of the source along the radiation direction (i.e. along the line
that joins the source element to an observer in 70° < 6p < 90°) exceeds ¢, while the
component of its acceleration along the radiation direction is non-zero.

In contrast to the spherically decaying part of the radiation whose angular
distribution is independent of distance, the angular distribution of the part of the
radiation that propagates into 0, < 6p < 0y has a dependence on 6p that changes
with Rp. Figure 22 shows the angular distributions of the radial component of the
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FIGURE 22. Vertically shifted distributions of the radial component of the normalized
Poynting vector S in 60° < 6p <70° for the following set of values of Rp: (@) 10, (b) 102,
(c) 103, (d) 10%, (e) 10° and (f) 10°. In this figure, the values of the normalizing factors
in S for Rp > 10 have been shifted, relative to that for Rp= 10, by the following amounts:
(b) 20 dBi, (c¢) 40 dBi, (d) 60 dBi, (¢) 80 dBi and (f) 100 dBi. Note that these shifted
curves would have been coincident had the Poynting vector been decaying as Rp>. The
parts of these distributions in 0 <8y < 60° and 70° < 6p < 90° (which are not plotted here)
are coincident with one another and with those for R, =10 that are shown in figure 21.
(Values of the parameters used for plotting this figure are those for Case la described
in §11.1.)

normalized Poynting vector S (i.e. the component of the Poynting vector along the
radiation direction #i,, divided by the average value of the power that propagates
across the sphere Rp =10 per unit solid angle) for the following set of values of
IAQP (i.e. distance in units of the light-cylinder radius): (a) 10, (b) 102, (c) 10°, (d)
10%, (e) 10° and (f) 10°. To facilitate the comparison between these distributions, I
have vertically shifted each of the curves for RP > 10, relative to that for IAQP =10, by
the following amounts in this figure: (b) 20 dBi, (c) 40 dBi, (d) 60 dBi, (e) 80 dBi
and (f) 100 dBi. These are the number of decibels by which 10log, (7t * S) would
have changed if the magnitude of the Poynting vector for this part of the radiation
had diminished as R;2 with distance. The remaining parts of these distributions in
0 <6p <60° and 70° < Op < 90° are identical in shape to those for IAQP =10 (shown
in figure 21) at these angles and coincide when shifted in the same way.

The separation between the shifted distributions in 60° < 6p < 70° is a measure
of the degree to which the dependence of the Poynting vector on distance departs
from the inverse-square law. Figure 22 therefore indicates (i) that the Poynting vector
decays more slowly with distance than predicted by the inverse-square law, and
(i) that the rate of decay of the Poynting vector with distance depends on both
coordinates, 8p and Rp, of the observation point.

Figure 23 shows figure 21 (the curve in blue that is marked as a) and parts ¢
and f of figure 22 in a polar coordinate system. At each polar angle 6p, measured
from the vertical axis, value of the radial coordinate of a point on curve a shows
the directive gain of the radiation source at the observation point (with the radial
and polar coordinates IA?p =10 and 6p) plus 3 dBi. The 3 dBi increase is introduced
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FIGURE 23. Angular distribution of the radiation in 0 < 9p 90° at distances RP =10
(curve a of figure 22), R, =10 (curve ¢ of figure 22) and Rp =10° (curve f of figure 22).
The angle between the radius vector to each point and the vertical axis stands for the polar
coordinate 0p of the observation point. The radial coordinate of each point on the curves g,
c and f stands for the value of IOIOgIO(S) that appears in figure 22 against its coordinate
Op plus 3 dBi. The emission in 70° < 6p < 90° and the conventional radiation in 0 < 68p <
60° (which is too weak to show up in this plot) have distance-independent distributions.
Three-dimensional distributions of the radiation patterns at the distances Rp=10, 10° and
10° are given by the surfaces of revolution that result from the reflection of curves a, ¢
and f with respect to the horizontal axis followed by their rotation about the vertical axis.
(Values of the parameters used for plotting this figure are those for Case Ia described
in §11.1.)

here to render the value of 10log,,(fio - S) positive, and so representable as a radial
coordinate, across a sufficiently wide range of angles. The three-dimensional angular
distribution of the radiation can be obtained by rotating this curve about the vertical
axis and reflecting the resulting surface of revolution with respect to the equatorial
plane. The emission in 0 <6p < 60° is too weak to show up in this figure. The radial
coordinates of the points on curves ¢ and f respectively equal the shifted values of

101og,, (i - .S plotted in figure 22 at the distances Rp = 10> and Rp = 10° increased
by 3 dBi.

The non-spherically decaying part of the present radiation is linearly polarized with
a fixed position angle: the Stokes parameters essentially have the values L/I=1, V=0
and Ys=—m/2 in 60° <Op <70° and 110° < Op < 120° (see (10.6)—(10.8) and (10.15)).

In figure 24, 1 have plotted logarithm of the radial component of normalized
Poynting vector versus logarithm of the distance (in units of the light-cylinder radius)
at a polar angle (6p = 62°) within the non-spherically decaying radiation beam depicted
in figures 21-23. The red dots are the data points that appear in figure 23 against

Op = 62° and the blue curve is the best fit to these dots, given by log(f,, - S) =
2.15-1.45 log Ry — 0.04(log Rp)?. This figure shows that the flux of the outward-
propagating radiation along 6p = 62° diminishes with distance as R;'* (instead of
IA'(’,ZZ) over the range of distances Rp=10-10° and that the value of the exponent in
this power-law dependence on R, is itself a slowly varying function of distance.

By applying the same procedure to the remaining cornputed pomts in figure 23,

one can find the exponent « in the distance dependence RP of Ais - 8 also for other
directions within the non-spherically decaying beam. The result is shown in figure 25.
Thus the departure of the value of o from 2 occurs over a solid angle whose polar and
azimuthal widths are constant. This departure is less pronounced at the edge 6p = 70°
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FIGURE 24. Logarithmic plot of the radial component of normalized Poynting vector
versus distance along the generating line of a cone (in this case the cone 6p =62°) inside
the solid angle 60° < 0p <70°, 0 < pp < 360°, where the radiation depicted in figures 21-23
decays non-spherically. The best fit to the computed points (extracted from figure 22) has
the slowly varying slope —1.45 (instead of —2) in this direction. (Values of the parameters
used for plotting this figure are those for Case Ia described in §11.1.)
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FIGURE 25. Exponent « in the distance dependence fi;”‘ of the radial component of
normalized Poynting vector as a function of the polar angle 6p within the solid angle
60° < Op <70°, 0< pp<360°. (Values of the parameters used for plotting this figure are
those for Case Ia described in §11.1.)

of the beam where only limited segments of the loci C and S lie within the source
distribution (see §9) but increases toward the edge 0p = 60° as the portion of the
source that lies within the bifurcation surface increases in volume (see figure 11).
Constancy of the width of the solid angle over which the Poynting vector decays
as Rp® . with 1 < o < 2, 1mphes that the power propagating across a sphere of
radius Rp increases as R with distance, rather than being independent of Rp
as in a conventional radiation: a result that at first sight seems to contravene the
requirements of the conservation of energy. However, the constructively interfering
waves from the particular set of volume elements of the polarization current that
are responsible for the non-spherically decaying signal at a given observation point
constitute a radiation beam for which the time-averaged value dl{/dtp of the temporal
rate of change of energy density is negative (see appendix C) rather than being zero

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022377819000382 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022377819000382

64 H. Ardavan

as in a conventional radiation. This means that the flux of energy out of a closed
region (e.g. out of the volume bounded by two large spheres centred on the source)
is greater than the flux of energy into it because the amount of energy contained
within the region decreases with time. I have shown in appendix C that the computed
value of dU{/dtp for the non-spherically decaying radiation described in this section
is indeed negative and decays as IA?;ﬁ with a value of B whose range and angular
dependence are similar to those of « (cf. figure 38 and (4.10)). Since neither the
topology of the retarded distribution of the present source nor the temporal rate of
change of the energy density of its emission ever attain a steady state, it is not
surprising that « should differ from its conventional value 2. As pointed out in
appendix C, the slow decay of the radiation discussed in this paper is in fact required
by the conservation of energy given that the time-averaged temporal rate of change
of the energy density of this radiation is negative rather than zero.

A final remark is in order: from the values of the mean radius of the dielectric
ring (r =23.03 cm) and the wavelength associated with the oscillation frequency of
the electrodes (1 =12 cm) it follows that the distance at which the Fresnel number
72 /(RpA) attains the value unity is Rp >~ 44 cm in the present case. Given that this
distance is by many orders of magnitude shorter than the distances over which the
radiation from a superluminally rotating source is shown to disobey the inverse-square
law (see figure 24), the non-spherical decay discussed in this paper is not in any
way related to that which occurs within the Fresnel (or Rayleigh) distance when a
conventional radiation beam is focused.

11.2. Case Ib: a polarization parallel to the rotation axis for which the
non-spherically decaying radiation beam encompasses the equatorial plane

I have numerically evaluated the integrals in (8.1)—(8.3), and thereby the time-averaged
Poynting vector (10.2), also for the following choice of dimensionless parameters of
the source distribution described in §2: 7, =1, ry = 1.2, 7, = 0.1, m = 10 and
s, =5, = 0, i.e. for a polarization parallel to the rotation axis whose sinusoidal
distribution pattern, consisting of 10 wavelengths, azimuthally propagates with linear
speeds ranging from c¢ to 1.2¢ across the radial extent of the polarized dielectric
(see figures 1 and 11). The oscillation frequency v of the voltages that energize
the electrode pairs is here set equal to 2.5 GHz, so that the angular frequency
of rotation of the distribution pattern of the polarization current has the value
® = 2nv/m = 1.57 x 10° rad s~!. This yields a light cylinder with the radius
c¢/w=19.1 cm and requires that the dielectric hosting the polarization current should
have the mean radius (1/2)(r; +ry) =21 cm and the radial width ry — r, = 3.8 cm.
These values of the parameters can be experimentally realized by surrounding the
dielectric ring with an array of N =130 electrode pairs whose centres are a distance
A€ =1.015 cm apart and the phases of whose oscillations differ by A® =27.7°. As
in § 11.1, T have moreover assumed that s, is independent of (7, Z) and that the axial
thickness of the dielectric is 2z = 3.8 cm.

Curve a in figure 26 is a plot of the radial component of time-averaged Poynting
vector divided by the average power that propagates across the sphere Rp=10 per unit
solid angle (i.e. the directive gain of the present radiation source at a distance of 10
light-cylinder radii) versus the polar coordinate 6p of the observation point (see (10.5)
and (10.14)). The average power that propagates across the sphere Rp = 10 per unit
solid angle is in this case given by S,|z,_1o=2.03 x 1072 |j.|*> W m~2, where |j,| =vs,
stands for the amplitude of the electric current density in units of A m™2. Since the
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FIGURE 26. The outward-propagating component of the normalized Poynting vector S
versus the polar coordinate 6p of the observation point at the distance Rp=10 for both a
superluminally rotating source (curve a) and a corresponding stationary source (curve s).
Since these distributions are symmetric with respect to the equatorial plane 6, =90°, their
remaining halves in 90° < 6p < 180° are not shown here. (Values of the parameters used
for plotting this figure are those for Case Ib described in §11.2.)

source is symmetric with respect to the equatorial plane (see figure 11), so is the
distribution of its radiation. The remaining half of the radiation distribution in 90° <
Op < 180° consists therefore of the reflection of the half that is shown in figure 26
across the plane 6p =90°. The rapid change in the intensity of the radiation at 6p =
0, ~56.4° reflects the penetration of the cusp C of the bifurcation surface associated
with the observation point P into the source distribution across its boundary 7 =7y (see
figure 11). Once the observation point P is in 6, < 6p < 6y, certain volume elements
of the source (those in 7c < 7 < Fy) approach P along the radiation direction with
the speed of light and zero acceleration at the retarded time, thus emitting waves that
interfere constructively. The weaker radiation in 0 < 6p < 6, consists entirely of the
conventional radiation described by (8.1).

Curve s in figure 26 shows the radial component of normalized Poynting vector
for the radiation generated by a source that is the same as the source generating
the radiation depicted by curve a in every respect (has the same dimensions, the
same oscillation frequency, the same current density, ...) except that its sinusoidal
distribution pattern is stationary, i.e. is described by

P.(r, ¢, z, t) = 5, cos(mg) cos(mwt), (11.1)

instead of (2.1), and so does not rotate around the dielectric ring. The normalization
factor used for curve s is the same as that for curve a: namely the average value of the
power arising from the rotating source that propagates across the sphere Rp=10 per
unit solid angle. Comparing the two curves we can see that even at the relatively short
distance Rp = 10c/w = 191 cm from the source, the intensity of the non-spherically
decaying radiation generated by the superluminally rotating source exceeds that of the
conventional radiation generated by a corresponding stationary source by more than 25
decibels (i.e. by more than a factor of 300) on the equatorial plane.

Figures 27-29 are the counterparts of figures 22, 23 and 25 for Case Ib. Maximum
value of the intensity of the radiation depicted in these figures occurs at 6p = 7w /2
because an additional mechanism of focusing comes into play when the coordinate Zp
of the observation point falls within the z-extent —zy <z < Zo of the source distribution,

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022377819000382 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022377819000382

66 H. Ardavan

15}
AP

10 e
aBi | d
5 C
b

80 .70 80 90 eP

: deg

_5 - a

FIGURE 27. Vertically shifted distributions of the radiation in 6, < 8p < /2 at six values
of Rp: (a) 10, (b) 102, (¢c) 10°, (d) 10% (e) 10° and (f) 10°. As in figure 22, the
normalization factor used here is the integral of the Poynting vector over a sphere of
radius Rp = 10 divided by 4m. Vertical coordinates of the points in the distributions at
Rp =102, 10%, 10%, 10, 10° are respectively raised by 20, 40, 60, 80, 100 dBi relative to
those in the distribution at Rp = 10. The spherically decaying parts of these distributions
in 0 <<Hp <56.4° are identical in shape to that for IA?p =10 (shown in figure 26) and would

coincide if included in this figure. (Values of the parameters used for plotting this figure
are those for Case Ib described in §11.2.)
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FIGURE 28. Polar diagrams of the distributions depicted by curve a of figure 26 (shown
in blue) and curves ¢ and f of figure 27 (shown in red and black, respectively). The
angle between the radius vector to each point and the vertical axis stands for the polar
coordinate 6p of the observation point. The radial coordinate of each point on the curves a,
c and f stands for the value of 1010g10(§) that appears in figure 27 against its coordinate
0p plus 30 dBi. All three distributions coincide in 0 < 0p < 56.4° where their decay
with distance complies with the inverse-square law. Three-dimensional distributions of the
radiation patterns at the distances Rp =10, Rp = 10> and Rp = 10° are given by the
surfaces of revolution that result from the reflection of curves a, ¢ and f with respect
to the horizontal axis followed by their rotation about the vertical axis. (Values of the
parameters used for plotting this figure are those for Case Ib described in §11.2.)

i.e. the stationary point Z = Zp of the phases ¢, of the exponential factors appearing
in (5.8) falls within the domain of integration (see §7.1). This radiation propagates
into a solid angle encompassing the equatorial plane whose polar width decreases as

IA'(’,ZI in the far zone (see (7.9)). From the fact that the area subtended by the solid
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FIGURE 29. Angular dependence of the exponent o in the power-law R;* that best
describes the decay of the Poynting vector with distance over the range 10 < Rp < 106.
Vertical coordinates of the points plotted in this figure were obtained by applying the
procedure illustrated in figure 24 to the data in figure 27. (Values of the parameters used
for plotting this figure are those for Case Ib described in § 11.2.)

angle into which this part of the radiation propagates increases as Rp (instead of
R%) while the rate of decay of the Poynting vector with distance for the emission

into the equatorial plane is close to R;'* (see figure 29), it can be seen that the
power carried by the focused equatorial radiation decreases with distance, rather than
being constant as in a conventional radiation. This means that the increase in the
flux of energy with distance across surfaces subtending the fixed solid angle within

which iy - S decays more slowly than R, is partly compensated by a corresponding
decrease in the flux of energy with distance across surfaces subtending the narrowing
solid angle /2 — arcsin(%o/fip) <Op<m/2+ arcsin(%o/f?p), 0 < ¢p <27 into which the
stronger equatorial radiation propagates. In the case of the present example, therefore,
the radiation meets the requirements of the conservation of energy not only by means
of the mechanism discussed in appendix C but partly by containing a high-intensity
beam whose width narrows with distance.

The non-spherically decaying part of the radiation is, as in Case Ia, linearly
polarized with a fixed position angle: the Stokes parameters essentially have the values
L/I=1, V=0 and s = —7/2 throughout 56.4° < 6p < 123.6° (see (10.6)—(10.8)
and (10.15)).

11.3. Case II: a radial polarization for which the non-spherically decaying radiation
beam spans 60° < 60p < 70° and 110° < 6p < 120°

In this section I analyse the emission from an example of the source distribution
described in §10.2 for which the dimensionless parameters appearing in the
expressions for the fields (in (8.1)—(8.3)) have the same values as those adopted
in § 10.1 except that the direction of the polarization current density is perpendicular
(rather than parallel) to the rotation axis. The polarization current density again has
a sinusoidal distribution pattern consisting of m = 10 wavelengths which azimuthally
propagates with linear speeds ranging from 7, =csc(77/18) (in units of ¢), at the inner
edge, to 7y =csc(m/3) at the outer edge of a dielectric ring with the axial thickness
27 =0.2 (in units of the light-cylinder radius c¢/w). The voltages across the electrode
pairs have the oscillation frequency v = 2.5 GHz so that the angular frequency of
rotation of the polarization current has the value w=2nv/m=1.57 x 10° rad s~ 1. This
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FIGURE 30. Logarithmic plot of the time-averaged value of the radial component of the
normalized Poynting vector versus the polar angle 6p for the radiation from the source
described in § 10.2 at 10 light-cylinder radii. The Poynting vector is here divided by the
mean value of the flux of power across a sphere of radius Rp =10 (concentric with the
ring-shaped source) per unit solid angle. The vertical axis therefore marks the directivity
of the radiation source described in § 10.2 at 10 light-cylinder radii. The distribution of
this radiation is independent of the azimuthal angle gp and is symmetric with respect to
the equatorial plane 6p =90°. The sharp changes across 6p = 60° and 8, =70° reflect the
fact that only an observer in 60° < 8p < 70° can receive the cusped radiation generated
by the superluminally rotating volume elements of the distribution pattern of the source.
(Values of the parameters used for plotting this figure are those for Case II described
in §11.3))

yields a light cylinder with the radius c¢/@w =19.1 cm and requires that the dielectric
hosting the polarization current should have the mean radius (1/2)(r, 4+ ry) =21 cm
and the radial width ry — r;, = 3.8 cm. Moreover, the axial thickness of the dielectric
is 2zo = 3.8 cm and s,, i.e. the non-zero component of s, is independent of (7, Z).
These values of the parameters can be experimentally realized by surrounding the
dielectric ring with an array of N =130 electrode pairs whose centres are a distance
Al =1.015 cm apart and the phases of whose oscillations differ by A® =27.7°.
Figures 30-33 are the counterparts of figures 21-23 and 25, respectively (see (10.5)
and (10.23)). The normalization factor appearing in (10.5) has the value S,|z,—;o =
3.07 x 1073 |j,|>* W m™2, where |j,| = vs, stands for the amplitude of the electric
current density in units of A m~2. The radiation in this case differs from that in
Case la mainly in its state of polarization. While essentially linearly polarized with
a fixed position angle across the non-spherically decaying beam in 60° < 6p < 70° and
110° < 6p < 120°, this radiation is elliptically polarized with a circular polarization that
changes sense across the unconventional beam (figure 34) and has a position angle that
sweeps across the radiation distribution in 60° < 6p < 120° (figure 35). Moreover, the
direction of polarization of the non-spherically decaying beam is in the present case
orthogonal to that of the non-spherically decaying beam in Case Ia, thus reflecting the
orthogonality of the directions of the electric current density in these two cases.

12. Conclusion

The unconventional properties of the radiation discussed in this paper stem from
the collaborative action, at certain observation points, of several focusing mechanisms
simultaneously: the space-time distance between the observation point and the
constituent volume elements of a superluminally rotating source distribution (i.e. the
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FIGURE 31. Vertically shifted time-averaged values of the radial component of the
normalized Poynting vector over the limited range of polar angles where the cusped
radiation from the source described in § 10.2 is observable. Curves a to f respectively
correspond to the values 10, 102, ..., 10° of the dimensionless distance kp. The
distribution at each Rp with a value > 102 is here shifted upward relative to the preceding
distribution at Rp/10 by 20 dBi. The separation of the curves in this figure is a measure
of the degree to which the dependence of the radial component of time-averaged Poynting
vector on distance differs from Rp2. Had 7 - S been decaying as Rz, a tenfold increase
in the value of distance would have resulted in a 20 dBi decrease in the value of
101log,, (72 - S) and so the curves c, d, e and f would have been coincident with curve a.
The parts of the radiation distribution in 0 < 8p < 60° and 70° < 6p < 90° are identical in
shape to those for Rp=10 (shown in figure 31) at all distances and would have coincided
had they been included in this figure. (Values of the parameters used for plotting this
figure are those for Case II described in §11.3.)

argument of the delta function in the expression for the retarded potential in (3.7)) is
stationary with respect to three coordinates of certain source elements concurrently. In
addition, these concurring stationary points are not all isolated. The stationary point
with respect to the retarded azimuthal positions of those source elements (which
is equivalent to that with respect to their emission times (§4.1)) results from the
coalescence of two other stationary points and so is degenerate. At each of the
original isolated stationary points the rotating source element approaches the observer
along the radiation direction with the speed of light at the retarded time. At the locus
of the degenerate stationary points resulting from the coalescence of two of these
isolated stationary points (here referred to as the cusp locus C) the source elements
approach the observer at the retarded time not only with the speed of light but also
with zero acceleration along the radiation direction.

The locus of such degenerate stationary points (which lies at a boundary of
the integration domain delineated by the intersection of the cusp C with the source
distribution (figure 11)) is separated from the locus of source points whose space—time
distances from the observer are stationary with respect to the radial coordinate r
(here denoted by S) by a distance that shrinks to zero when the observation point
lies either in the plane of rotation or at infinity. For an observation point in the
plane of rotation, the space—time distance in question is stationary also with respect
to the axial coordinate z of those source points that lie on a plane passing through
the observation point normal to the z-axis. These critical points result in a Green’s

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022377819000382 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022377819000382

70 H. Ardavan

5 10 15 20 25 30

dBi

FIGURE 32. The results shown in figures 30 and 31 are here depicted in polar coordinates.
The value of the radial coordinate of each point on curve a corresponds to that of the
time-averaged radial component of the normalized Poynting vector in logarithmic units
(shown on the vertical axis of figure 30) plus 10 dBi, and the value of the polar angle of
each point corresponds to that of 6p. This holds true also for the points on curves ¢ and f
except that their radial coordinates in 60° < 6p < 70° respectively correspond to the shifted
values of 10 log,,( - §) for Rp = 10° and 10° shown on the vertical axis of figure 31.
Three-dimensional distributions of the radiation patterns at the distances Rp=10, 10° and
10° are given by the surfaces of revolution that result from the reflection of curves a,
¢ and f with respect to the horizontal axis followed by their rotation about the vertical
axis. (Values of the parameters used for plotting this figure are those for Case II described

in §11.3.)
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FIGURE 33. The exponent « in the dependence R;* of the time-averaged radial
component of the Poynting vector on the distance Rp at the polar angles 60° < 6p < 70°
within the cusped radiation beam shown in figure 32. To derive the value of this exponent
I have used the data shown in figure 31 to plot log(# - S') versus log Rp at each of
the specified 6, values and to fit the resulting graph with log(n - S) =ao — «log Rp —
a”(log Rp)2 in which o, ¢’ and «” are constants (as in figure 24). The values of «” in
the best fits to the data, though significantly smaller than the corresponding values of «
shown here, are also positive. Thus the exponent « is itself a slowly increasing function
of Rp at any given 6p. (Values of the parameters used for plotting this figure are those
for Case II described in §11.3.)

function for the problem that is discontinuous on a two-sheeted cusped surface
(figure 8) and has non-integrable singularities there (§4.5). The singularities of this
Green’s function have been handled in §§4.6, 7 and 8 analytically. The complicated
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FIGURE 34. Fractions of linear polarization L/I (the upper blue dots) and circular
polarization V/I (the lower red dots) for the radiation generated by an electric current
that flows across the radial dimension of the dielectric ring at Rp = 102 (Values of the
parameters used for plotting this figure are those for Case II described in §11.3.)
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FIGURE 35. The polarization position angle ¥s as a function of the polar coordinate p
of the observation point for the radiation generated by an electric current whose direction
is everywhere perpendicular to the axis of rotation at Rp = 10%. (Values of the parameters
used for plotting this figure are those for Case II described in §11.3.)

integrals representing the regularized values of the fields (§8) that have had to be
evaluated numerically (§ 11) are free of any singularities.

The unusual coincidence and proximity of so many critical points, in particular the
shrinking (as R;?) of the separation between the cusp locus C and the locus of saddle
points S with the distance Rp of the observer from the source (figure 11), results in
an emission that not only is more intense than a corresponding conventional radiation
(figure 26) but in addition decays more slowly with distance than predicted by the
inverse-square law: time-averaged value of the radial component of its flux density
diminishes with Rp as R with an exponent & whose values range between 1 and 2
(rather than being equal to 2, as in a spherically decaying radiation) within the fixed
solid angle into which it is beamed (see figures 25, 29 and 33).

At observation points for which projections of the velocities of all volume elements
of the distribution pattern of the source along the radiation direction are subluminal,
there are no contributions toward the value of the radiation field from any stationary
points. The radiation in such regions of space (where it may be regarded as a
superluminal generalization of synchrotron radiation) obeys the inverse-square law but
is still much stronger than that from an identical stationary or subluminally rotating
source. It can be seen from figure 26 that even where it has the same characteristics
as a conventional radiation (i.e. at polar angles 0 < 0p < 56.4° in the case of the
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example plotted in figure 26), the radial component of the time-averaged Poynting
vector for the radiation from the rotating source is an order of magnitude larger
than that for the radiation from its stationary counterpart. (Note that the Poynting
vector has been normalized in the same way in both cases shown in figure 26: it has
been divided by the mean value of the power, emitted by the rotating source, that
propagates across the sphere Rp =10 per unit solid angle.)

The angular position and extent of the non-spherically decaying component of the
radiation (depicted in figures 23, 28 and 32) is determined by the values of the linear
speeds of the rotating distribution pattern of the polarization current at the inner and
outer radii of the dielectric that hosts this current (figure 1). The sudden changes in
the value of the flux density across the boundaries of the non-spherically decaying
radiation beam reflect the presence or absence of source elements that approach the
observer along the radiation direction with the speed of light and zero acceleration
at the retarded time. At observation points within the transition intervals across these
boundaries — transition intervals that become narrower the larger the distance of the
observer from the source — the value of the field does not receive contributions from
all the stationary points.

The exponent « in the power-law decay Rp“ of the flux density of the intense
beam itself varies with both the angular position and the distance of the observer.
To show these variations I have presented the plots of the angular distribution of
the flux density for the non-spherically decaying component of the radiation (using
a logarithmic scale) at the six distances IAQP =10, 10%, ..., 10° in the same figure
(figures 22, 27 and 31) by moving up the distributions for R, > 10? relative to that for
IAi’p =10 each by the number of decibels (20, 40, ..., 100) that it would have decayed
had it been obeying the inverse-square law Ry>. The fact that in figures 22, 27 and 31
the distributions for longer distances lie above those for shorter distances in each of
these figures, instead of being coincident, means that the plotted flux densities decay
more slowly than predicted by the inverse-square dependence R;z. From the separation
between the distributions for different distances one can infer not only the best fit to
the value of o at each polar angle (figures 25, 29 and 33) but also an estimate of the
slow dependence of the value of « on distance (see figure 24).

The angular distributions in figure 27 differ from those shown in figures 22 and 31
because an additional mechanism of focusing comes into play when the observation
point is closer to the equatorial plane than half the width of the source distribution
normal to this plane. In that case the space-time distance between the observation
point and the source points is stationary also with respect to the axial coordinate z of
any volume element of the source distribution that lies at the same distance from the
equatorial plane as the observation point. This gives rise to an intense narrow beam
propagating along the equatorial plane whose angular width decreases as Rp' with
distance (figure 28). The flux density of this narrowing beam decays faster than that
of the non-spherically decaying radiation outside the equatorial plane: it decays with
a value of o that nearly equals 2 (figure 29). So, the power that propagates into the
solid angle subtended by this equatorial beam decreases as Rp “ ~R;' with distance.

Even in the case of the emission depicted in figure 28, the decreasing power
carried by the equatorial beam is not sufficient to compensate for the change R3™
with distance of the power carried by the radiation beam that decays non-spherically.
The way the present radiation meets the requirements of the conservation of energy
is through having an energy density whose derivative with respect to time at points
inside the non-spherically decaying beam is negative when time-averaged (instead
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of being zero as in a conventional radiation). In the equation of continuity stating
the conservation of energy ((C1) or its time-averaged free-space version (C32)),
the positive flux of energy out of a closed surface is thus balanced by the negative
temporal rate of change of the energy contained in the volume bounded by that
surface (appendix C).

This is confirmed by the fact that, for the non-spherically decaying radiation beam,
time-averaged value of the temporal rate of change of the electromagnetic energy
density decays as R;ﬂ with an exponent 8 whose value and angular distribution are
related to those of the exponent «. That the change per unit time in the amount of
electromagnetic energy contained inside a shell bounded by two spheres centred on
the source compensates for the difference in the fluxes of power across these spheres
is corroborated by the numerical results presented in figures 25 and 38.

The above two related features of the present radiation (its non-spherical decay with
distance and the decrease in its energy density with time) which distinguish it from
any other known radiation, stem from the transient nature of the process by which it
is emitted. Because of the nonlinearity of the relationship between the retarded time ¢
and the observation time #p (figures 4 and 36), the retarded distribution of the present
source bears no resemblance to its actual distribution shown in figure 1. In the case
of the example in figure 36, its retarded distribution consists of several disjoint parts
that continually change shape in the course of a rotation period. Even though the
retarded distribution of the source has the same shape at the beginning and the end
of each rotation period, the rate at which it changes shape with time is not the same
in any two rotation periods (see the final paragraphs of appendix C). At points where
they approach the observer with the speed of light along the radiation direction, the
boundaries of the retarded distribution of the present source change with time at a rate
that depends on the time elapsed since the source was switched on monotonically. The
fact that the present radiation never attains a steady state in which the time-averaged
value of the temporal rate of change of its energy density vanishes can thus be traced
back to a corresponding transient feature of its source: to the monotonically varying
rate at which the topology of the retarded distribution of the source changes with time.
The slower rate of decay of the flux density of this radiation with distance is, in
turn, required by the conservation of energy wherever the time-averaged value of the
temporal rate of change of its energy density is negative.

As explained in §§2 and 4.1, the source I have analysed can be identified with
a single Fourier component of any charge-current whose distribution pattern rotates
rigidly. The description of this source in (2.1) entails two frequencies: the rotation
frequency of the distribution pattern of the source, w, and the frequency of the
radiation generated by the source mw, where the harmonic number m can be arbitrarily
large. Each value of m designates a given Fourier component both of a member of
the set of source distributions in question and of its radiation. The emphasis in this
paper has been on establishing the existence of a new class of solutions of Maxwell’s
equations by analysing a simple prototype of its required source in detail. The choice
of the values of the parameters of the specific examples of this prototype (including
the choice m = 10) for which I have numerically evaluated the characteristics of
the emission has likewise been made to emphasize the feasibility of experimentally
realizing such sources in the laboratory (see also Ardavan et al. 2004b). The effects
illustrated by these examples are not only expected to be generic but also to be much
stronger when the integer m is large (§7.5).

The results reported in this paper are therefore relevant not only to long-range
transmitters in communications technology but also to astrophysical objects containing
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rapidly rotating neutron stars (such as pulsars) for which the value of m exceeds 108.
Numerical computations based on the force-free, MHD and particle-in-cell formalisms
have now firmly established (see, e.g. Spitkovsky 2006; Kalapotharakos et al. 2012)
that not only does the distribution pattern of the charge-current in the magnetospheres
of such objects rotate rigidly with a superluminally moving outer part, thus belonging
to the same class of source distributions as the one I have analysed, but in addition
it entails current sheets and so the superposition of a large number of monochromatic
source distributions of the type considered in this paper. Tchekhovskoy et al. (2016)
have concocted an analytic expression for the fields in the magnetosphere of an
oblique rotator that fits the results of these numerical simulations very well. The
distribution of the charge-current associated with the magnetospheric current sheet
that is formed outside the light cylinder is described according to their analytic
expression by a Dirac delta function. This current sheet would not of course have
a vanishing width once the dissipation processes that take place within it are taken
into account more accurately than can be accounted for by the force-free or MHD
approximations. Nevertheless, the fact that the Dirac delta function has an infinite
number of matching Fourier components makes it clear that the parameter m does
indeed have a wide range of values for the distribution of the plasma that constitutes
the magnetosphere of any rapidly rotating non-aligned neutron star.

The thickness of the magnetospheric current sheet in such objects (which sets
a lower limit on the wavelength of the radiation this source can emit by the
present emission mechanism) is dictated by microphysical processes that are not
well understood. The standard Harris solution of the Vlasov—Maxwell equations that
is commonly used in analysing a current sheet is not applicable in the present case
because the current sheet in a pulsar magnetosphere moves faster than light and so
has no rest frame. The large value of the harmonic number m associated with a thin
current sheet together with the power-law dependence of the Poynting flux of the
present radiation on m (§8) suggest, however, that the frequency of the radiation
that is generated in the magnetosphere of a rapidly rotating non-aligned neutron star
can encompass a broad spectrum ranging from radio waves to gamma rays. This
multi-wavelength radiation escapes the dense plasma constituting the neutron star’s
magnetosphere in the same way that the radiation generated by the accelerating
charged particles invoked in most current attempts at modelling the pulsar radiation
does.

It is often presumed that the plasma equations used in the numerical computations
of the magnetospheric structure of an oblique rotator should, at the same time, predict
any radiation that the resulting structure would be capable of emitting (Spitkovsky
2006; Kalapotharakos et al. 2012). Irrespective of the formalism on which they
are based (whether MHD, force-free or particle-in-cell), the plasma equations used
in these computations are formulated in terms of the electric and magnetic fields
(as opposed to potentials). I have already shown in §3, however, that the gauge
freedom offered by the solution of Maxwell’s equations in terms of potentials plays
an indispensable role in the prediction of the present radiation. The absence of
high-frequency radiation (and, specifically, the type of radiation I have described)
is in fact hardwired into the numerical computations that have been performed
to determine the magnetospheric structure of an oblique rotator by the imposition
of the standard boundary conditions on the fields in the far zone (see §3). The
observed fact, too, that the spin-down power in young pulsars is much greater than
the electromagnetic power they emit indicates that the physical principles underlying
the mechanism of radiation in these objects are independent of those dictating their
magnetospheric structure.
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That the magnetospheric current sheet may be responsible for the observed radiation
from rapidly rotating neutron stars has already been put forward in the literature but
with an emphasis on the microscale structure of the sheet and magnetic reconnection
(Uzdensky & Spitkovsky 2014; Philippov et al. 2019, and the references therein).
According to the results obtained here, in contrast, it is the accelerated motion at
a superluminal speed of the sharply localized macroscopic distribution pattern of
this current sheet that underlies its candidacy as a possible source of the radiation
received from such objects. Microphysical processes play no role in determining the
topology and motion of the distribution pattern of the current sheet, i.e. the features
that dictate the distinctive characteristics of the radiation it would generate by the
present emission mechanism. Determination of the thickness of the current sheet
does go beyond the approximations used in the numerical computations (Uzdensky
& Spitkovsky 2014) and would require a consideration of these processes on plasma
scales but it would be possible to incorporate this thickness in the description of
the macroscopic charges and currents that are associated with the current sheet
a posteriori. This thickness can be incorporated, for example, in the formulation of
the semi-analytic expressions that are provided by Tchekhovskoy et al. (2016).

Before the results of this paper can be applied to the astrophysical objects that
have originally motivated the present study (Ardavan 1981), however, it would be
necessary not only to explore a very different region of the parameter space but also
to replace the simple monochromatic source distribution of figure 1 (for which the
radiation is azimuthally symmetric) by one describing the magnetospheric structure
of an oblique rotator (such as that reported in Spitkovsky 2006; Kalapotharakos et al.
2012; Tchekhovskoy et al. 2016). Moreover, an exploration of the parameter space of
even the simple prototype of superluminally rotating sources described in §2, which
would be needed for adapting its design to its various applications in technology
(Ardavan & Ardavan 2010) remains to be done.

These notwithstanding, the mere fact that the inhomogeneous Maxwell equations
possess solutions corresponding to physically tenable sources that describe the
emission of non-spherically decaying radiation has far-reaching implications: not
only for communications technology and the radiation mechanism of astrophysical
objects containing rapidly rotating neutron stars (such as pulsars) but also for the
interpretation of other observed phenomena in astrophysics. It has implications, for
example, for the interpretation of the energetics of the multi-wavelength emissions
(such as radio and gamma-ray bursts) whose sources lie at cosmological distances
(~10% cm). It is widely accepted that some of these objects release as much energy
as 10°* ergs (i.e. an energy comparable to that which would be released by the
annihilation of the Sun) over a short time interval of the order of a second (Piron
2016; Chatterjee et al. 2017). The unquestioned assumption on which this consensus
is based is that the radiation fields of all sources necessarily decay as predicted by
the inverse-square law. This assumption is brought into question by the results of
the present analysis, however. Given that the emission from such objects could in
principle be decaying non-spherically with distance, an alternative interpretation of the
same observational data based on the findings of the present paper would yield much
lower, physically more realistic, estimates of the energy released by these objects.
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Appendix A. Hadamard’s finite part of a divergent integral: an illustrative
example

The need for introducing Hadamard’s regularization in the theory of generalized
functions, in which the order of integration and differentiation can be interchanged, is

illustrated by considering the derivative of the function represented by the following
double integral:

F(Z)=/ dx/ dyfx)8(* —x+2), z>0, (A1)
b4 0

where the function f(x) and its derivative f'(x) are continuous with finite supports and
6 is the Dirac delta function. Performing the integration with respect to x prior to
differentiating this integral, we obtain

F(Z)=/ dyf O’ +2), (A2)
0

and hence

F@=/‘®ﬂﬁ+a (A3)
0

where a prime denotes differentiation with respect to the argument of the function.
The right-hand sides of (A 2) and (A 3) are both well defined and finite.

On the other hand, if we interchange the order of integration and differentiation
(disregarding limits of integration as in Hadamard 2003), we obtain

F’(z)=/ dX/ dyf ()8’ —x+2). (A4)
z 0

Evaluation of the x integral in this expression reproduces (A3), i.e. yields an
expression with a finite value for F'(z). However, the evaluation of the y integral
results in the following alternative expression for the same function

N B ()
F(z)_g/z dv o (AS5)

which is divergent.

The paradox is resolved once one interprets the divergent integral in (AS) as a
generalized function and equates it to its Hadamard’s finite part (see, e.g. Hoskins
2009). Integrating the right-hand side of (A5) by parts to obtain

f@ +1/“M £ A6)

FO==3a—pm. 73 (x—2)

z
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and discarding the divergent (integrated) term in (A 6), we find that the following
expression for the Hadamard finite part of F'(z)

J'@)

Fp{F'(2)} =/Z dx 3x—2)23

/ dnf'(n’ +2) (A7)
0

has the same value as that found in (A 3). In other words, there is no discrepancy
between the values of the two single integrals in (A 3) and (AS5) if these integrals are
interpreted as generalized rather than classical functions.

An alternative way of calculating the Hadamard finite part of the divergent integral
in (AS) is (i) to subtract from the function f(x) as many terms of its Taylor expansion
about the singular point x =z as are needed to render the singularity of the integrand
integrable, (ii) to add to the integrand what has thus been subtracted from it and
(iii) to integrate the added terms discarding all divergent contributions, i.e. to let

) 2 [ f(x)—f(2) f@
Fp{F'(2)} = 9/Z dx (x—2)53  3(x—27)?3 e
2 [ S0 —f@
_ 9/Z P (A8)

in the present case. That this equals the right-hand side of (A7) follows from an
integration by parts for which the integrated term now vanishes (Hadamard 2003;
Hoskins 2009).

Appendix B. Why a conventional approach to the problem does not work

My previous works on the radiation by superluminal sources (Ardavan 1998, 1999;
Ardavan et al. 2004c¢, 2007, 2008a) have been criticized (Hannay 2000; Hewish 2000;
Hannay 2001, 2006, 2008, 2009; McDonald 2004; Kalapotharakos er al. 2012) either
on the basis of the wave or the plasma equations for the fields (e.g. (3.1)), or on the
basis of the following classical form of the retarded potential

1 i E) tre
A, 1) = & / gyl fet) B1)
c R
with
tet = Ip —R/C, (B 2)

which is obtained by performing the integration with respect to ¢ in (3.7). The fact
that the customarily used retarded solutions of the wave equations for the fields (as
opposed to those for the potentials) do not in the present case satisfy the required
boundary conditions at infinity has already been discussed in § 3. In this appendix
I also explain why a simple-minded approach based on (B1) fails to capture the
unconventional features of the radiation from an extended source whose distribution
pattern rotates superluminally. Together with § 3, the analysis that follows supersedes
my published replies (Ardavan 2000; Ardavan, Ardavan & Singleton 2004a, 2006;
Ardavan et al. 2008b, 2009a) to the critiques of my earlier works on this problem.

Let us apply (B 1) to the experimentally realized source distribution described in § 2,
for which the cylindrical components of the current density j = dP/dt are described
by the real part of

jr,w,z = imwsr,w,z("v expl—im(p —wt)], r<r<ry, —20<2<20,0< 9 —wt<2n
(B3)
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FIGURE 36. The function ¢, versus ¢ for the following fixed set of values of
(r, z; rp, @p, Zp, tp) at which A is positive: 7=10, z=0, 7, =89.13, pp=1/2, Zp =45.34,
tp = 98.920w7!. In this example the time and location of the observer is such that the
detected field receives simultaneous contributions from the first three rotation cycles of the
source point with the initial (= 0) position ¢ =0, i.e. from 0 < ¢ < 67. The range R, of
¢ for which @, falls between 0 and 27 consists of the four disjoint intervals ¢; < ¢ < s,
2n <@ <3, P <@ < @s and @ < @ < @7 representing the azimuthal extent of the retarded
distribution of the source. The points (0, ¢;) and (¢,, 27, @s) of the intersections of the
above curve with the lines ¢, =0 and ¢, =27 coalesce onto inflection points when the
coordinates (r, z; rp, zp) assume values for which A vanishes and the source point lies on
the cusp locus C of the bifurcation surface.

(see (2.1), (2.7), (4.1) and (4.3)). The resulting expression for, say, the z component
of the vector potential is

. ru P T
AZ = ll’ﬂia) / rdr/ dZSz / dww’ (B 4)
¢ L —20 Ry R

where

(i)ret = @ — Wl
= @ +[GE—2p) + 75+ —2FpF cos(p — gp)]'* — wip, (B5)

with 7 =rw/c, z=zw/c, etc., and R, is the range of ¢ over which the constraint
0 < @t < 27 is satisfied, i.e. is the support of the retarded distribution of the source.
(For a discussion of the significance and indispensability of this constraint see §4.1.)

Figure 36 shows the dependence of the function @, on the coordinate ¢ for a fixed
set of values of (r, z; rp, @p, zp, tp) at which the discriminant A defined in (4.18)
is positive. (¢, differs from the function g defined in (4.8) and plotted in figure 4
only by ¢p which is constant for fixed space-time coordinates of the observation
point.) Note that the (r, z)-coordinates of the source point are here kept fixed and
the coordinate ¢ = ¢ + wt marks the continually increasing azimuthal position of the
source element which was located at ¢ = ¢ at the time =0 on the circle » = const.,
z=const. Given that ¢ thus labels each volume element of the rotating source by its
azimuthal position at r =0, the vertical and horizontal axes in figure 36 respectively
show which source elements on the circle r = const., z = const., make a contribution
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toward the radiation received at (rp, ¢p, Zp; tp) and during which rotation period, i.e.
over which g-interval.

The source density in (B 1) is evaluated on the collapsing sphere |x —xp|=c(tp —
t) in the space of source points whose centre lies on the observation point xp and
whose radius shrinks to zero at the observation time fp. If the speed of the source is
sufficiently higher than ¢ so that the separation between the neighbouring extrema of
the curve shown in figure 36 is greater than 2w (as in figure 36), then this sphere
could be intersected by the rotating source element several times (3, 5, 7, ... times)
as it collapses. In other words, there could then be an odd number of simultaneously
received contributions that are made by the same source element over a retarded time
interval exceeding one rotation period (Bolotovskii & Bykov 1990).

The illustrative example depicted in figure 36 shows that, during the first three
rotation cycles 0 < ¢ < 67, certain source elements (the ones labelled by values of
¢ret Close to 271) make their contributions toward the field observed at (rp, @p, zp; tp)
at five retarded times (i.e. when passing through five distinct azimuthal positions),
while each of the other source elements makes its contribution at three retarded times.
This figure also shows that there are intervals of ¢ within the cycles 0 < ¢ < 61
from which no contribution reaches the field observed at (rp, @p, zp; tp). According
to figure 36, the source elements whose ¢ labels satisfy the constraint 0 < @ < 27
are those whose retarded positions lie in the intervals ¢, < ¢ < ¢, 27 < ¢ < @3,
s < @ < @5 and @g < ¢ < ¢;. Thus in contrast to the retarded distribution of a
stationary or subluminally moving source which occupies an azimuthal interval of
length 27 at most, the volume over which the integration in (B 1) extends for A >0 is
so stretched around the rotation axis and perforated as to occupy an azimuthal interval
of length 6mt. For A <0, on the other hand, ¢, is a monotonic function of ¢ (see
figure 4) and so the range R, consists of the single cycle 0 < ¢ <2m.

Hence, for the example shown in figure 36, the volume integral in (B4) assumes

the form
A, = 1ma)/ rdr/ dzs.(r, 2)
—2

y [H(A) </ / / / ) exp(—im@re)
@1 27 R

2n _
+H(_A)/ dg,)w(RW)] B6)
0

in which the Heaviside step functions take account of the fact that the contributing
source distribution at the retarded time consists, in general, of both volume elements
that approach the observer along the radiation direction with a speed exceeding c, for
which A > 0, and elements that approach the observer with a speed lower than ¢, for
which A <0 (see §5.1). The limits ¢; (j=1,2,...,7) of the p-integrations are given,
as functions of (r, z, rp, zp; tp), by the solutions of the transcendental equations @, =0
and @ = 2.

Because the limits of integration in this alternative formulation of the retarded
potential depend on the space—time coordinates of the observation point, calculation
of the field entails the use of Leibniz’s formula for the differentiation of a definite
integral whose derivative receives contributions also from the variations of its limits

o (x) ’3 a(x) 8f

d
- fx, §)ds =f(x, a)——f(x /3)* - dé B7)
dx Bx) B(x) ox
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(see, e.g. Courant 1967). If we differentiate A, with respect to tp, for example, the
resulting expression would contain terms that involve the derivatives d¢;/dtp of the
limits of integration ¢;. Differentiating the transcendental equation ¢, =0 with respect
to tp, we find that

w

8(pj w .
pmg 08/99

Ip 14 psin(p — @p)/R

(B3Y)

)
Y=Y

in which the function g is that defined in (4.8) (see (4.20)).

At the points of intersection of the cusp locus C (described by (4.24)) with
the source distribution, where the roots (0, ¢;) and (., 27, @s5) of @ = 0 and
@t = 27 coalesce onto inflection points (see figure 4), not only 0g/0¢|,=, but
also 82g/8¢)2|w:¢,j vanishes (see §4.3). At such points, the terms in the derivative of
the potential that arise from the differentiation of the limits of integration in (B 6)
contain divergent factors as demonstrated by (B 8). The divergence of the derivatives
of the limits of integration contravenes the conditions for the differentiability of the
@-integrals in (B 6) as classical functions, i.e. contravenes the validity of Leibniz’s
formula (Courant 1967).

The fact that the source cannot be infinitely long lived, i.e. that its trajectory has to
have a boundary, is essential to the validity of the above result. Because the integrand
in (B4) is a periodic function of ¢, the contributions toward the value of A, from the
@ intervals in a given rotation cycle over which the curve ¢ (@) falls outside the
strip 0 < ¢y < 27 are compensated, in the case of an infinitely long-lived source, by
the contributions from the ¢ intervals in other rotation cycles over which this curve
lies inside the strip. In other words, the sum of all contributions for a source whose
trajectory extends over —oo < ¢ < 0o amounts to the contribution that would have been
attributed to a single cycle had the constraint 0 < ¢, < 27 been overlooked. However,
this does not hold true in the case of the source element depicted in figure 36 (which
is turned on at ¢+ =0 when it is at ¢ = 0) because its trajectory only extends over
0 < ¢ < 0o. The contributions towards the value of A, from the three intervals 2w <
0 < @3, 2 <P < s and @ < ¢ < ;7 jointly compensate for the missing contribution
from the interval 0 < ¢ < ¢; of the first rotation cycle but the contribution from the
missing interval ¢, < ¢ < 2w of this cycle remains un-compensated. Consequently, the
divergent contribution from the derivative of ¢, towards the value of the field is not
cancelled out by any other contribution in this case.

Thus the alternative formulation (B 1) of the retarded potential merely replaces
the singularity of the integrand in (4.12), i.e. the singularity of the derivative of the
Green’s function for the problem, by the singularity of the derivatives of the limits
of integration. In contrast to the singularity of the derivative of the Green’s function
which can be rigorously handled by Hadamard’s regularization technique (Hadamard
2003), however, the singularity encountered in this appendix vitiates the applicability
of (B1) to sources whose radiation field has to be found by differentiating the
expression for their retarded potential (see § 3).

Appendix C. How the requirements of the conservation of energy are met by the
radiation described in this paper

In this appendix I show explicitly that, notwithstanding the non-spherical decay of
their amplitudes, the radiation fields E and B that are derived in the present paper
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do comply with the statement of conservation of energy embodied in the Poynting
theorem

9 (E*+B ¢
dxp— d*xp- (—E xB =—/d3 i-E C1
/D xP31P< 87 >+/9D o (47[ * ) D ] ©h

(see Jackson 1999). Here 9D stands for the closed surface bounding the volume D.
In the case of a conventional radiation, for which the phase difference between E
and J0E/dtp and between B and 0B/0dtp is 1/2, time-averaged value of the first term
in (C1) vanishes so that in free space where j =0 the flux of energy into any closed
region (e.g. into the volume bounded by two spheres centred on the source) equals
the flux of energy out of it. In the present case, on the other hand, time-averaged rate
of change of the energy density of the non-spherically decaying radiation contained
within a closed region of space is as shown in this appendix negative, so that the flux
of energy into that region can be smaller than the flux of energy out of it.

The dependence of the radiation field described by (4.12) on the observation time #p
arises through the variable ¢ in the expression for the Green’s function G,; in (4.17).
Differentiating (4.12) with respect to fp and noting that d6(g — ¢)/9tp = wdd(g —
¢)/0¢ according to (4.9), we obtain

2 3
OE /ot Gy [u,
[azz/a:ﬁ] —-3°% [ rarapaz [ ’.]- (€2)

v,
n=1 j=1 v

(Note that, according to (B7), the dependence on ¢ of the limits of integration
in (4.17) does not contribute toward the values of the derivatives of G,; with respect
to ¢.) The ¢-integral in this expression can be evaluated in exactly the same way as
in (4.56) (see §4.6). Breaking up the volume of integration in the expression for the
derivative of one of the radiation fields, e.g. dE/0d¢p, into the domains of validity of
G" G°ut and Gsub, we can write the ¢-integral over u,; in (C2) as

nj?

27
I E/ dgu, 3;an
2 G b gGn
= H(4) (/ / )d(punj PV —i—/@_ dou,,—-—- PV
926G
+H(— A)/ dpu,——— 8A2 . (C3)

If we now integrate every term of the above expression by parts, recall that ¢ =0
labels the same source point as does ¢ =27, and use the fact that the exact version
of G, given in (4.17) is periodic in ¢ as well as in ¢ (with the same period 27), we

arrive at
/ /21{ 8un] aGoul
8<0 K

: H(4) 8G;; 8GZ;"
AN = un‘ —
(4% ) 8<0 a(p ~

[ ou,; BG}U 8unj 3Gsub
— d¢ — ¢ —H(=4) ; (C4
b 9¢ 09
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an expression that reduces to

o=+

aGh I
un' ~
"\ ap 099
=0

once the integrals over BGi,;/agb, 3Gy /¢ and 8G;‘;b/ d¢ are combined in the light
of (4.54).

The integral in (C35) differs from the integral I, which was evaluated in (4.56)—
(4.58) only in that du,;/9¢ here replaces u,; in I;. Performing another integration by
parts, as in the evaluation of I;, we obtain

oGy Gy  ou,
unj ! y AJ Y (Gm szut)
I I¢ ¢

o B 7w, 3G,
I;,=H(A) d¢ (C5)
0

g 09’

o=+

I; =H(4)

27 a U,
+/0 d¢ ’G,,] (C6)

o=0-
from (C5). It can be seen from the last paragraph of §4.5 that G;l'j‘ and 8G2} /0¢ both

diverge at ¢ = ¢, (figures 9 and 10). The physically relevant part of Iy, is given
by the right-hand side of (C6) without the divergent terms involving G,ils—;. and

aGm/a(plga ‘ﬂi’

out ] $=¢+ 271
Follss) =i oy i —u, ") [Tap TG, e
nj a : a(p oo 0 8<02 :

where Fp{l;;} denotes the Hadamard finite part of the divergent integral I,; (see
Hadamard 2003; Hoskins 2009). This procedure applies also to the expression for
0B/0tp in (C2) except that u,; in (C3)—~(C7) is everywhere replaced by v,;. Hence,

52
[gg;gg] = ZZ{/ rdrd(/szG,,JaA2 [um}

v,
n=1 j=1 /

A% 30 out — 0 un' an;lt o
+ rdrdzH(A) |G T — (C8)
7 K 8 vllj 8(/) G=¢_

according to (C2), (C3) and (C7).

In the case of the charge and current densities associated with the polarization
distribution (2.1) for which the source term [u,; v,;] assumes the form given in (5.1),
the above expression becomes

2 3
oE /ot . i,
[83/8;] =1ma);jzzl {mz/ rdrdeg dz exp(—im@)G,; [%}

; aGOl:It ¢:¢+
/ rdrdzH(A)[ } [exp(—imgﬁ) (imGg;“+ 4 )] )
) nj ' ¢ G=¢_
This can in turn be written as

~ BGOl}t (ﬁ:@-%—
mron] i {[]+zz [ raraznca [fo] [cping 85]}

n=1j=1 o=

(C10)

(C9)
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in the light of (4.60), (5.7) and (5.8). The first term in (C 10) arises from the sinu-
soidal oscillations of the field [E B] at the frequency mw as in any monochromatic
radiation field. However, the second term which arises from the retardation effects
reflected in the discontinuities of the Green’s function G,;, is not normally encountered
in the case of a conventional radiation.

The Green’s function G, depends on ¢ both through the limits of integration
in (4.17) and through the variable ¢ which appears in the argument of the Dirac
delta function in this equation (see (4.9)). However, since the integrand in (4.17)
has the same value at both limits of integration and the derivatives of the limits of
integration both equal unity, derivative of G,; with respect to ¢ receives a non-zero
contribution only from the dependence of the delta function on ¢ (see (B 7)),

3G, 0 gk /
i _ / dg 18 (5 — ), C11)
0@ 1 Jer2k—n

where §’ stands for the derivative of the delta function with respect to its argument

and
B 1 |cos(e —op)
hp | =+ |sin(g —ep) | . (C12)
ha| R 1

Integrating the right-hand side of (C 11) by parts, we obtain

9 an o /(ﬁ+2kn 9 ( hnj )
— = dyp — 5(g—9), (C13)
g ; P+2(k—m dp \0g/dgp

where the Jacobian dg/d¢ stems from the fact that d5(g — ¢)/d¢p = 8'(g — $)dg/d¢.
As in §4.5, a uniform asymptotic approximation to this integral, for small ¢, can be
found by the method of Chester et al. (1957) in the time domain (Burridge 1995).
We have seen that, where it is analytic (i.e. for all x #xp), the function g(¢) can be
transformed into the cubic function defined in (4.25). Inserting (4.25) and its derivative

dg  vi—c}

d¢  de/dv

(C14)

in (C13), we find that

3G, > o F F, l 2
A :ZH/ dv [_(uz—c%)ﬁvz—c% sy —avta—9¢), (€15

where
de\* 92
Fy=(5) <Zh, (C 16)
dv /) 0¢?
d : nj
F = de %’ (C17)
v dv 17

and H is the step function defined in (4.29).

The leading term in the asymptotic expansion of the integral in (C15) receives
contributions only from the first term in the integrand of this integral: the factor |v? —
c?| in the ratio of the two terms relegates the contribution from F ,; to the higher-order
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terms of the expansion (see Chester et al. 1957). Replacing the integral in (C 15) by
the leading term in its asymptotic expansion for small ¢;, we obtain

P, n
~- Y o# [ (G mervrane). acn c

where
- %(Fﬂjhﬂ:(p- +F”j|‘ﬂ=§0+)’ (C19)
and
Qi = 361" (Fujly=gp_ — Fujly=p.)- (C20)
According to (4.21) and (4.50),
P,=2ciq,, and Q. =2p,, (C21)

where the functions p,; and g,;, which were encountered in the asymptotic expansion
of G, itself in (4.31), have the values given by (4.52) and (4.53).

For the purposes of calculating dE/df, and dB/dt, by means of the expression
in (C10), we need to evaluate dG,;/d¢ only outside the bifurcation surface, i.e. for
x| > 1 (see (4.37) and (4.44)). In this region, the argument of the delta function
in (C18) has a single zero at v = vy, given in (4.36). The integration with respect
to v in (C 18) therefore results in

G _ 5y Put O

89 LT P

V=Vout

B i 7—[2 sinh’ (1arccosh|x )

1
Wi F 2pnisgn(x) cosh | —arccosh ,
Slx2 — 172 [Clq1+ PriSEN(X) <3 |X|>}

(C22)

and hence
0 Gﬁj‘.“

99

2
= —ﬁ[cl%j +2p,], a<xl. (C23)
x==%1 1

Note that the summation over k drops out of (C23) because its summand depends on
k only through H|s—;, and the sum Y -, H|s—s. equals unity.
Equation (C23) now yields the following expression for the factor that contains
3G /39|g=¢. in (C10):

|: Goul:|¢’ b+ - <2>3 Dyj COS (%mcf) ;101%11 Sll’l( ?)
00 | 4o, 3 g
x exp[—im(c; + @p)], (C24)

where (4.9) and (4.26) have been used to express ¢_ and ¢, in terms of ¢; and c,.
When the cusp curve of the bifurcation surface of the observation point intersects
the source distribution (i.e. in the case relevant to the present discussion in which
the Poynting flux decays non-spherically), the 7-integration in (C 10) extends over the
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interval 7o <7 <7y (see figure 11). Inserting (C24) in (C 10) and writing the integral
over & as a double integral, we obtain the following expression:

[gg?gg] = 1mw{[§} + <> exp(— 1m<pp)ZZ/ dz/ dr [g:j]

n=1 j=1
X exp(—imcy)c;” | —pyj cos 3l + Elclqw sin 3mc1 ,
m>1, 6,<Op<0y, mW—0<Op<T—0L (C25)

where 6; and 6y are the polar angles defined in (7.7) and (7.8). Both terms of the
integrand in this equation are singular at the boundary 7 = 7¢ of the domain of
integration where c¢; vanishes (see (7.41)). While the singularity of the term involving
sin((2/3)mc?) is like that of (7 — 7¢)~"/? and so is integrable, the singularity of the
term involving cos((2/3)mc}) which is like that of (7 — 7¢)™>/? needs to be handled
by means of the Hadamard regularization technique.

If we denote the divergent integral over 7 in (C25) by

[ ] ZZ/ rdr exp(—imc,) [ ]pnjcls cos (imc?) , (C26)

n=1 j=1

then the first step in finding its Hadamard’s finite part is to cast it into the following
canonical form by simultaneously multiplying and dividing its integrand by (¥ — 7¢)%/?,

m - / d7 m (F— Fe) 2, (C27)
in which
2 3 5 .
[ ] ZZrexp(—lmcz)pmc, cos ( mcl> (F—7c)? [g”f} . (C28)
nj

n=1 j=1

This form of the integrand consists of two factors: the factor [U V] which is a
regular function of (7 — 7¢)!/? throughout the integration domain (see (7.41)) and the
factor (7 — 7¢)™>/> which explicitly specifies the order of the singularity. Hadamard’s
finite part of the integral in (C27) can be found by expressing its integrand in terms
of & = (7 —7¢)"/?, performing four consecutive integrations by parts and discarding the
integrated terms that diverge at & =0. Since the integrated terms at 7 =7y vanish for
any current density that smoothly vanishes at this boundary of the source distribution,
this procedure results in

1 (Fu—ic)'/? i f]
o{[f]) = mlo [ e M}
1 (Fu—rc)'?
= -3 /0

(see Hadamard 2003; Hoskins 2009, and appendix A). To evaluate the above
expression numerically, it is of course necessary to remove the indeterminacy of

dé 1 (é) T {U] (C29)
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[U V] at & =0 before performing the differentiations by replacing the numerator
and the denominator in (C28) each by its individual Taylor expansion in a small
neighbourhood (¢ < IAQ;Z) of this point.

Replacing the divergent integral in (C25) by its Hadamard finite part, given by
(C29), we arrive at

3 :
oE/otp| . E 2 A A 1
{83/8@] = 1ma){ B} + <3> exp(—img@p) /20 dz |—Fp J
1o [T i 2
+ Ei ; /}C dr rqy,; exp(—imc,) {%Zj] et sin (3mc?>] }

n=1 j

(C30)
for m>1 and 6, < Op <Oy or m — Oy < Op < T — 0, ie. for polar angles at which
the cusp curve of the bifurcation surface intersects the source distribution across its
entire z-extent (see figure 11). As in (8.2), the right-hand side of the above equation
depends on the observation time 7p through the oscillating factor exp(—im¢@p) which
multiplies all its terms. Hence, if we denote the time-averaged rate of change of the
energy density in the non-spherically decaying part of the radiation field by alf/d1p,

then

ou 1 oE oB 1 oE oB
&~ ~ (Re(E)-Re| — ) +ReB)-Re | — ) )= —Re(E-—+B."),
8tp 47 8tp a[p 81 atp a[p

(C31)

where the angular brackets denote averaging with respect to 7, over an integral
multiple of the oscillation period 27/(mw). (Note that E* - 0E/dtp + B* - dB/0tp is
not necessarily real in the present case.) This shows that the first term in (C30),
which arises from the sinusoidal oscillations of the field [E B] at the frequency
me, makes no contribution towards the value of the time-averaged quantity ol{/dtp
because the factor i in this term renders its oscillations out of phase with those
of [E B] by m/2. The second term in (C30), which is particular to the present
radiation process, on the other hand, results in a value for dl{/dtp that is clearly
non-zero.

To confirm that, as expected on physical grounds, the non-zero value of 9l /0tp
predicted by (C30) and (8.2) is in fact negative, I have evaluated this quantity for
the parameters of Case la described in § 11.1 with |j.| =0.01 A m~2. The result is
shown in figure 37 at several distances (Rp =10, 10%, 10°, 10*, 10° and 10°) within
the angular interval (60° < 6p < 70°) where the Poynting vector decays non-spherically.
To make the figure more transparent, I have shifted the results for Rp = 102, 10%, 10%,
10° and 10° relative to that for R, = 10 by multiplying them by 102, 10¢, 10°, 10®
and 10'°, respectively. Figure 37 shows not only that di//dtp is negative wherever
the radial component of the Poynting vector decays non-spherically (see figures 22
and 25), but also that its absolute value diminishes with distance like the value of the
radial component of the Poynting vector: as Ry? with 1 < g <2.

I have employed the same procedure as that illustrated in (4.9) to find the exponent
B in the power law IAQ,Z’S that best fits the dependence of dlf/dtp on distance at various
values of 6p. The result, which is shown in figure 38, is consistent with the angular
dependence of o depicted in figure 25.
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FIGURE 37. Time-averaged value of the temporal rate of change of the radiation energy
density for Case Ia (described in §11.1) at polar angles where the radiation decays
non-spherically. The curves a, b, ¢, d, e and f respectively correspond to the following
values of the distance Rp: 10 (blue), 10> (orange), 10° (red), 10* (cyan), 10° (green)
and 10° (black). The radiation frequency and the electric current density have the values
v=2.5 GHz and |j,|=0.01 A m~2, respectively, and the ratio of the radiation to rotation
frequencies is m = 10. To display all six sets of results on the same graph, I have here
multiplied the ordinates of the points for R, =102, 10°, 10*, 105 and 10° by the factors
10%, 10*, 10, 10® and 10'°, respectively.

62 64 66 68 70 9P

deg

FIGURE 38. The exponent 8 in the dependence IA?;ﬁ of ol /dtp (shown in figure 37) on
distance at polar angles 6, where the radiation decays non-spherically.

According to (C31), the time-averaged version of the Poynting theorem (C1) in
free space (where j =0) has the form:

ou
/ Exp— + / d*xp-S=0, (C32)
D otp D

in which § is the time-averaged Poynting vector defined in (10.2). Because olf/0¢p is
negative throughout any volume D that contains the non-spherically decaying radiation
field, this equation can only be satisfied by a positive value of the Poynting flux across
a closed surface 9D enclosing D. Consider two concentric spheres centred on the
source both of which intersect the volume occupied by the propagating radiation at
a given observation time tp. A positive value of the Poynting flux across the closed
surface consisting of these two spheres means that the total energy that leaves the
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outer sphere per unit time is greater than the total energy that enters the inner sphere
per unit time. This, on the other hand, is possible only if the magnitude of the time-
averaged Poynting vector S diminishes with the distance Rp from the source more
slowly than Rp>. The non-spherical decay of the radiation discussed in this paper
is thus required by the conservation of energy given that the time-averaged rate of
change of the energy density of this radiation is negative.

The fact that the present radiation never attains a steady state can be traced back to
the following transient feature of the retarded distribution of its source. The retarded
distribution of the polarization described by (2.1) is given by

Pr,w,z(r, gov Z9 trel) = Sr,go,z(r’ Z) Cos(méret)a 0 < (ﬁl‘et < 27[7 (C 33)

where t and @ are defined in (B2) and (B5) (see §4.1 and appendix B). Because
of the nonlinearity of the relationship between the retarded time 7 and the observation
time fp, this retarded distribution bears no resemblance to the actual distribution
shown in figure 1. In the case of the example plotted in figure 36, the above equation
describes a retarded distribution of the source whose azimuthal extent consists of the
four disjoint intervals ¢; < @ < ¢, 2T < @ < @3, P4 < @ < s and g < ¢ < ¢;. For
fixed values of (7, Z, 7p, Zp), the curve shown in figure 36 is lowered by 27 as the
observation time #» advances by 2m/w without changing shape, so that, in general, the
retarded distribution of the source at a given observation point returns to its original
shape after a rotation period. However, as we shall see below the changes that the
shape of the retarded distribution of this (or any other superluminally rotating) source
undergoes from one period to another occur with different rates during different
periods (see also the retarded distribution of the example analysed in Ardavan et al
2009a).

The temporal rate of change d¢;/dtp of the position ¢;(7, Z, 7p, Zp, tp) of each point
on a boundary of the azimuthal support of the retarded distribution of the source
described by (2.1) is given by (B8). For an observation point (7p, Zp) inside the
envelope of wave fronts emanating from the source element at (7, ¢;, Z) near either
the sheet ¢ =¢_ or the sheet ¢ =¢, of this envelope, the value of ¢; is close to that
of either ¢_ or ¢,, respectively: recall that the integer k in the expressions for these
angles in (4.19) is selected to correspond to the rotation period whose contribution
reaches the observation point (7, @p, Zp) at the observation time tp. The value of
dg;/0tp for such an observation point can therefore be obtained by expanding the
denominator in (B 8) in a Taylor series in powers of ¢, — ¢, or ¢; —¢_. The dominant
term of the resulting series for ¢; >~ ¢, is

B(pj N (,()f\)i

O T [ 1, C34
P HFAI/Z(%_%) o) — 92| K (C34)

as can be readily seen from the values of the derivative of dg/d¢ at ¢ =¢. in (4.21).

The right-hand side of (C34) is infinitely large on either sheet of the envelope in
question and changes sign from one sheet to another. It also depends on the integer
k enumerating successive rotations, which appears in the expressions for ¢, in (4.19),
monotonically. At a fixed observation point close to one of the sheets ¢ = ¢, of
the envelope of wave fronts emanating from the volume element of the source at
(7, ¢;, 2), the rate d¢;/dt, monotonically increases or decreases (depending on its sign)
as the number of rotations k executed by the source since t = 0 increases. On the
cusp locus of the envelope where A =0, this rate is infinitely large. Thus the rate
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at which the boundaries of the azimuthal support of the retarded distribution of the
source change with time depends on the time elapsed since the source was switched
on monotonically.
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