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ABSTRACTS

THE KANTIAN PEACE
THE PACIFIC BENEFITS OF DEMOCRACY, INTERDEPENDENCE, AND INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS, 1885-1992

By JOHN R. ONEAL and BRUCE RUSSETT

The authors test Kantian and realist theories of interstate conflict using data extending over
more than a century, treating those theories as complementary rather than competing. As the
classical liberals believed, democracy, economic interdependence, and international organizations
have strong and statistically significant effects on reducing the probability that states will be in-
volved in militarized disputes. Moreover, the benefits are not limited to the cold war era. Some
realist influences, notably distance and power predominance, also reduce the likelihood of inter-
state conflict. The character of the international system, too, affects the probability of dyadic dis-
putes. The consequences of having a strong hegemonic power vary, but high levels of democracy
and interdependence in the international system reduce the probability of conflict for all dyads,
not just for those that are democratic or dependent on trade.

THE HiGH Potitics oF IMF LENDING

By STROM C. THACKER

Analysts have long suspected that politics affects the lending patterns of the International
Monetary Fund (1mF), but none have adequately specified or systematically tested competing ex-
planations. This paper develops a political explanation of MF lending and tests it statistically on
the developing countries between 1985 and 1994. It finds that political realignment toward the
United States, the largest power in the IMF, increases a country’s probability of receiving an 1MF
loan. A country’s static political alignment position has no significant impact during this period,
suggesting that these processes are best modeled dynamically. An analysis of two subsamples re-
jects the hypothesis that the 1MF has become less politicized since the end of the cold war and
suggests that the influence of politics has actually increased since 1990. The behavior of multilat-
eral organizations is still driven by the political interests of their more powerful member states.

DEMOCRACY, INDIGENOUS MOVEMENTS, AND THE POSTLIBERAL
CHALLENGE IN LATIN AMERICA

By DEBORAH J. YASHAR

Scholars of democratic consolidation have come to focus on the links between political insti-
tutions and enduring regime outcomes. This article takes issue with the conceptual and analyti-
cal underpinnings of this literature by highlighting how new political institutions, rather than
securing democratic politics, have in fact had a more checkered effect. It delineates why the the-
oretical expectations of the democratic consolidation literature have not been realized and draws,
by example, on the contemporary ethnic movements that are now challenging third-wave de-
mocracies. In particular, it highlights how contemporary indigenous movements, emerging in re-
sponse to unevenly institutionalized reforms, pose a postliberal challenge to Latin America’s
newly founded democracies. These movements have sparked political debates and constitutional
reforms over community rights, territorial autonomy, and a multiethnic citizenry. As a whole,
they have laid bare the weakness of state institutions, the contested terms of democracy, and the
indeterminacy of ethnic accommodation in the region. As such, these movements highlight the
need to qualify somewhat premature and narrow discussions of democratic consolidation in favor
of a broader research agenda on democratic politics.
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LovyArry DILEMMAS AND MARKET REFORM
PARTY-UNION ALLIANCES UNDER STRESS IN MEXICO, SPAIN, AND VENEZUELA

By KATRINA BURGESS

Market reform has dealt a serious blow to traditional alliances between governing parties and
labor unions. This article examines the fate of these alliances by applying a revised version of Al-
bert Hirschman’s schema of exit, voice, and loyalty to party-union relations in Mexico, Spain,
and Venezuela. After refining the concept of loyalty, the author argues that it is embedded in the
principles and norms on which these alliances are based. Market reform places party-affiliated
labor leaders in a “loyalty dilemma” in which they have no choice but to behave disloyally toward
one set of claimants. Their propensity to respond with either voice or exit depends on their vul-
nerability to reprisals for disloyal behavior and the party’s capacity to retain their loyalty even in
the face of sacrifices imposed on workers and unions. Both variables are linked to the authority
structures in which labor and party leaders find themselves. In the short to medium run the al-
liances most likely to survive are those in which labor leaders have significant autonomy from
their bases and/or in which the party is able and willing to challenge its own executive. In the
long run, however, even these alliances may be vulnerable to collapse because of popular frustra-
tions with the inadequacy of interest representation and the multiple pressures on political orga-
nizations to adapt to a more fluid and uncertain environment.
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