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PARADIGMS OF THE PAST 
THE STORY OF MISSOURI ARCHAEOLOGY 
Michael J. O'Brien 

O'Brien presents the history of archaeology in Missouri 
and uses it as a vehicle to examine the development of 
Americanist archaeology in general. By demonstrating 
how amateurs and trained archaeologists have exam­
ined artifacts and sites and how their views of the past 
have changed over the last 150 years, O'Brien offers an 
insightful interpretation of the archaeologist's role in 
shaping archaeology. In addition, O'Brien contrasts 
interpretation of the archaeological record with expla­
nation of it, contending that no issue in archaeology is 
more important than understanding this distinction. 

^jQ UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI PRESS 

^MISSOURI 
2910 LeMone Blvd • Columbia, MO 65201 • 1-800-828-1894 

^ 624 pages 
e 157 b&w illustrations 
I 43 maps 

$29.95 paper 
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