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Comparing the pandemic years, performance was better in the
early pandemic in 4 domains, better in the late pandemic in 10
domains and equal in 6 domains. 4 domains demonstrated a stat-
istically significant improvement compared to pre-pandemic,
however 9 domains still fell below the 90% standard set.
Conclusion. Despite the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic the quality of inpatient admission clerkings has not only
remained unharmed but in some domains significantly improved.
Admission numbers increased during the pandemic periods, so it
may represent greater familiarity with the clerking process, or per-
haps a desire to make more comprehensive notes during a time of
crisis. Repetition of the study post pandemic may be of value.

Are We Following MHRA Guidance Regarding
Valproate Prescription in Women of Child-Bearing
Potential?

Dr Adarsh Shetty’* and Dr Joseph Polson?

'Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board, Merthyr Tydfil,
United Kingdom and “Hywel Dda University Health Board,
Carmarthen, United Kingdom

*Presenting author.

doi: 10.1192/bjo.2022.487

Aims. To clarify if MHRA guidance regarding valproate pre-
scription in women of childbearing potential is being followed
by psychiatrists in Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health
Board.
Methods. Women of childbearing potential who were prescribed
valproate for mental health conditions were identified by contact-
ing GP practice pharmacists. The notes of these patients were
reviewed to see if the ARAF (Annual Risk Acknowledgement
Form) had been completed. The GP records were cross-checked
to see if highly effective contraception was prescribed for
women who were on valproate. The first audit was done in
November 2018, while the second audit was completed in
December 2020. The main intervention after the first audit was
general awareness raising amongst psychiatrists in secondary
care about the MHRA guidance and the need for annual reviews,
through email reminders and posters. The 2020 audit gathered
detailed clinical information, including the reasons for prescribing
valproate and the doses prescribed.
Results. 2018 - out of 53 women on valproate, 1 had a completed
ARAF, and 15 were on highly effective contraception.

2020 - out of 48 women on valproate, none had a completed
ARAF, and 13 were on highly effective contraception.

Concerningly, only half (46%) of these women were pre-
scribed valproate for bipolar disorder. The rest were prescribed
valproate for a variety of diagnoses including schizophrenia,
cyclothymia, emotionally unstable personality disorder, and
complex PTSD.
Conclusion. Raising general awareness about MHRA guidance
failed as an intervention in this audit. Hence, after the second
audit, specific targeted emails are being sent to each sector’s con-
sultant psychiatrists, with a list of female patients of childbearing
potential in their sector who are prescribed valproate. A valproate
register was created for the Merthyr/Cynon and Rhondda/Taff Ely
localities — to our knowledge, this is the first time this has been
developed in Wales. The impact of these interventions is being
evaluated with a third audit which is being done in March
2022. This audit cycle highlighted significant challenges in shar-
ing information across primary and secondary care. Detailed
information about patients on valproate, with information on pre-
scribed contraception, was available only for the 2020 audit, due
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to the appointment of a pharmacist working across primary and
secondary care.
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Aims. 1- What percentages of people presenting to general hos-

pital that are referred to Liaison Psychiatry service have

Substance misuse problems? 2- Are the assessments by Liaison

Psychiatry services identifying substance misuse problems? 3- If

substance misuse problem is identified then are we offering any

advice/intervention/referral

Methods. To look at 100 consecutive assessments by using an

audit proforma to capture information required to answer above

questions.

Results. In 78% of cases there was evidence documented that the

patient was asked about alcohol use. In 22% - no evidence patient

was asked about alcohol use.

- 77% documentation about drug use. 23% no evidence docu-
mented that the patient was asked.

- Of those asked about their alcohol use (n = 62), a misuse prob-
lem was identified by clinicians making the assessment in 6
cases (10% of those asked).

- Of those asked about their drug use (n=61), a misuse problem
was identified by clinicians making the assessment in 8 of cases
(13% of those asked).

Of those with a substance misuse problem identified (n=
15), 20% identified misuse of both alcohol and drugs, 40%
identified misuse of alcohol only, and 40% identified misuse
of drugs only.

- Of those with a substance misuse problem identified (n=15),
73% were offered advice or an intervention, and 27% had no
intervention documented.

Conclusion. Just over a fifth of patients assessed were not asked

about alcohol or drug use. This has improved since August

2020 when nearly half of the patients assessed were not asked

about alcohol or drug use.

- Since audit in August 2020, there has been a 21% increase in
documentation of advice or intervention being offered to
patients identified to have a substance misuse problem.
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Aims. Disordered sleep is common, affecting 20-30%of children
aged 1-5 years and often continues later into childhood.
Neurodevelopmental disorders and psychiatric comorbidities
pose a greater risk. The audit aimed to determine whether clinical
prescribing practice of melatonin in Burlington House, Sefton
CAMHS reflected current NICE recommendations. NICE suggest
that first-line treatments for children with sleep problems include
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good sleep hygiene and behavioural therapy (including sleep
diary).

Methods. Nice guideline CG170 provides guidance on Autism
management. BNFC states that melatonin therapy should be
reviewed every 6 months. Records of children currently pre-
scribed modified release melatonin were checked to see if they
met the inclusion criteria. Data were collected retrospectively
from clinical case files and pharmacy records (December
2020- February 2021).

Results. The results showed 18 young persons received melatonin
for insomnia with ASD, 26 for insomnia without ASD, 3 for likely
ASD and none for Smith Magenis syndrome. 36 received
Specialist CAMHS review, 9 received Community Pediatrics
review and 2 GP review. All patients received melatonin as per
dose recommendations with 6 monthly reviews. Documentation
on sleep hygiene was unclear.

Conclusion. We concluded that Melatonin prescribing in com-
munity CAMHS tends to be high and discussion on sleep hygiene
measures must be given importance.

An Audit on the Adherence to Antipsychotic
Prescription Policy for the Management of Delirium
in the Medical Wards

Dr Manjula Simiyon!*, Dr Jiann Loo!, Dr Catherine Baker!,
Professor Peter Lepping! and Professor Steven Jones?

"Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board, Wrexham, United
Kingdom and 2University of Chester, Chester, United Kingdom
*Presenting author.

doi: 10.1192/bjo.2022.490

Aims. This audit aimed to assess the adherence to the anti-
psychotic policy for delirium in the medical wards. It aimed to
assess compliance with each of the guidelines mentioned in the
health board’s policy which is based on the National Institute
for Health and Cares Excellence (NICE) guidelines.

Methods. After registering the audit, the Acute medical ward was
approached for the hospital numbers of all the patients admitted
in the months between January and March 2021, and 70 case
records were screened. Case notes of patients above 18 years
who were diagnosed with delirium including those after managing
alcohol withdrawal were included. Those who were admitted only
with alcohol withdrawal delirium were excluded. 47 case records
were selected for data collection. A proforma was prepared based
on the policy available in the intranet and data were entered.
Results. Retrospective data of 47 patients who had delirium were
analysed which included 18 males and 29 females. The mean age
of the participants was 80.7 years (range 40-101; SD + 30). The
mean days of referral after admission were 28(+7.07). 34%were
diagnosed to have delirium by the treating team,8.5% were diag-
nosed by the Emergency Department (ED) team and 57.4% were
diagnosed by the liaison psychiatric team. 57% had another psy-
chiatric diagnosis. The cause for delirium was mentioned in 55%
of the records and the most common cause was urinary tract
infection (31%) followed by multifactorial delirium (27%).
Antipsychotics were prescribed for 57% and among those who
received 74% received risperidone, 15% received olanzapine,
and 11% haloperidol. Compliance was 100% in prescribing appro-
priate antipsychotics, maximum dose, investigations (expect x-ray
chest and CT scan), only 54% compliance was observed with
regards to stopping the antipsychotic before discharge and in
23% it was mentioned to be monitored by the GP and another
23% by the treating team.
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Conclusion. This audit has displayed the lacuna in the prescription
of antipsychotics for patients diagnosed with delirium. Periodic pro-
grams will be planned and executed for training the liaison practi-
tioners and the staff in the medical wards regarding the diagnosis
and management of delirium especially the prescription of antipsy-
chotics. A re-audit will be conducted after 6 months.
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Aims. There is increasing recognition of the use of psychotropic
medication in young people with intellectual disability (ID) at a
population level but little is known about day-to-day prescribing
practice. This project aimed to characterise medication use in this
group and assess standards of prescribing practice with reference
to RCPsych guidelines.

Methods. Data werecollected by case note review of young people
prescribed psychotropic medication within a community ID
CAMHS Service. An index prescription was assessed against stan-
dards of prescribing - this was the longest standing script for each
young person in the study.

Results. 73 young people were recruited, aged 7-20 years, pre-
dominantly with moderate or severe ID. There was a high degree
of comorbidity predominantly with autistic spectrum disorder
(ASD), attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and anx-
iety presentations. Diagnoses did not differ by sex (p > 0.05) how-
ever behaviours that challenge were proportionately higher in
females (p=0.014). A high proportion of youngsters displayed
behaviours that challenge (68.5%, n=50) and almost all of
these young people (96%, n=48) had an additional diagnosis.
ADHD presentations were negatively associated with behaviours
that challenge (p =0.047).

The hypnotic melatonin was most frequently used medication
(56.2%, n =41) followed by SSRI’s (49.3%, n =36) and antipsy-
chotics (20.5%, n = 15). It was common for use of multiple med-
ications (67.1%, n=49), typically combining melatonin with a
stimulant, SSRI or antipsychotic medication (61%, n=31).
Medications were generally used at modest doses.

The index prescription was in place for a median of 25 months
(IQR 28.5, Range 1-108). The indication for prescribing was well
documented (98.6%, n = 72) however severity (67.1%, n =49) and
frequency (56.2%, n=41) recording was poorer. 6-monthly
review rate was relatively low (62.5%, n=40) but the likelihood
of review did not reduce with increasing prescription length (p
>0.05). Review of medication response (94.2%, n = 65) and side-
effects (73.9%, n=51) was good. Overall there was poor docu-
mentation around consent-to-treatment procedures for young
people over 16 years of age with only 17.2% (n=5) having
valid authorisation for medication in their case notes.
Conclusion. This study provides rich clinical data about current
clinical practice around prescribing in youngsters with ID.
Comorbidity is common and results suggest there may be a bias
in labelling behaviours that challenge in males as
ADHD-related. A range of (multiple) psychotropic medications
are used, often for long-periods despite a lack of evidence base.
Clinicians are encouraged to ensure rigorous review and
consent-to-treatment processes to minimise harms and over-
prescribing in this vulnerable population.
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