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ABSTRACTS

Does HEGEMoONY MATTER?
THE REORGANIZATION OF THE PACIFIC POLITICAL ECONOMY
By DONALD CRONE

The timing and nature of an emerging Pacific economic regime are examined within a
framework that extends existing understandings of regime formation. One analytic level is
provided by the dynamic nature of states’ strategic incentives, as they change from a pattern
characterized by extreme hegemony toward one exhibiting features of a more balanced
power distribution. Cultural underpinnings of regime values is another. Together, these ex-
plain features of Pacific regime formation that otherwise appear anomalous: its delayed
emergence, its central internal tensions, and its weakness.

CaprtaLisT COALITIONS, THE STATE, AND NEOLIBERAL
Economic RESTRUCTURING:

CHILE, 1973-88
By EDUARDO SILVA

This article argues that a high degree of relative state autonomy and ideology, while nec-
essary, was not sufficient to explain fully the change from import-substitution industrializa-
tion to an open, free-market economy in Chile. A comparison across three distinct policy
periods in authoritarian Chile reveals that shifting coalitions of businessmen and landowners,
with varying power resources, also played an important part in the outcome. This approach
does not seek to vitiate other interpretations of economic change in Chile and elsewhere. The
question is not so much which factor is most important, but how and when the different
factors matter.

WRITING THE INTIFADA:
COLLECTIVE ACTION IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES
By IAN S. LUSTICK

The five-year-old Palestinian uprising, the intifada, was the first of many mass mobiliza-
tions against nondemocratic rule to appear in the Middle East, Eastern Europe, East Asia,
and the former Soviet Union between 1987 and 1991. Although the Palestinian struggle
against Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip is seldom included by the media
or by social scientists in their treatments of this putative wave of “democratization,” many
studies of the uprising are available. Although largely atheoretic in their construction of the
intifada and in their explanations for it, the two general questions posed by most of these
authors are familiar to students of collective action and revolution. On the one hand, why
did it take twenty years for the Palestinians to launch the uprising? On the other hand, how,
in light of the individual costs of participation and the negligible impact of any one person’s
decision to participate, could it have occurred at all? The work under review provides broad
support for recent trends in the analysis of revolution and collection action, while illustrating
both the opportunities and the constraints associated with using monographic literature as a
data base.

WHEN Errect BEcoMmEs CAUSE:
POLICY FEEDBACK AND POLITICAL CHANGE
By PAUL PIERSON

As governmental activity has expanded, scholars have been increasingly inclined to suggest
that the structure of public policies has an important influence on patterns of political change.
Yet research on policy feedback is mostly anecdotal, and there has so far been little attempt
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to develop more general hypotheses about the conditions under which policies produce pol-
itics. Drawing on recent research, this article suggests that feedback occurs through two main
mechanisms. Policies generate resources and incentives for political actors, and they provide
those actors with information and cues that encourage particular interpretations of the polit-
ical world. These mechanisms operate in a variety of ways, but have significant effects on
government elites, interest groups, and mass publics. By investigating how policies influence
different actors through these distinctive mechanisms, the article outlines a research agenda
for moving from the current focus on illustrative case studies to the investigation of broader
propositions about how and when policies are likely to be politically consequential.

ExprLaINING THE DyNaMics oF THE SouTHEAsT AsiaN PoriticaL Economy:
STATE, SOCIETY, AND THE SEARCH FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH
By GARY HAWES and HONG LIU
This essay reviews two sets of books that explore the origins and dynamics of Southeast
Asia’s growth and economic transformation. One set of books utilizes a structuralist frame-
work and emphasizes the role of the state in creating a (now) powerful capitalist class. The
other set of books utilizes an institutionalist framework to explain how new patterns of
private/public sector collaboration have resulted in rapid economic growth. The authors
point to weaknesses in both approaches and to areas where the two approaches can be fruit-
fully synthesized. They also offer suggestions for future research.
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