SOCIETY.

FOR THE PUBLICATION OF

EARLY HISTORICAL AND LITERARY REMAINS.

At a General Meeting of the Camden Society held at the Freemasons’
Tavern, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, on Thursday the
2nd May, 1839, '

Tae Ricur Hon. LORD FRANCIS EGERTON, M.P. PrESIDENT,

IN THE CHAIR.

Tue President having opened the Meeting with a speech expressive of
the great interest he felt in the welfare of the Society, and the satisfaction
with which he regarded its prosperity,

The Secretary read the Report of the Council dated the 1st May,
1839, whereupon it was

Resolved, That the said Report be received and printed for the use of
the Members.

The Secretary then read the Report of the Auditors, dated the 29th
April, 1839, whereupon it was

Resolved, That the said Report be received and printed for the use of
the Members.
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2 ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF 1839.

The Secretary then read a notice received by him of certain amended
Laws agreed upon at a Council held on the 21st March last, as proper
to be proposed to the General Meeting for adoption by the Society, in lieu
of the Laws then in force, whereupon it was

Resolved, That the said amended Laws be adopted as the future Laws
of the Society, the words “two hundred” being inserted after the word
“ thousand,” in the third and twelfth Laws.

The Meeting then proceeded to the election of a President and Council
for the year next ensuing; and, the Secretary having read a proposal that

The Right Hon. Lord Francis Eeerron, M.P.
be elected President of the Society for the year then next following ; and
certain other proposals that

Tromas Amyor, Esq. F.R.S. Treas. S.A.

The Rev. Purnip Briss, D.C.L. F.S.A. Registrar of the Univer-
sity of Oxford.

Jon~ Bruck, Esq. F.S.A.,

Joun Pavyne CoLLIER, Esq. F.S.A, .

CuarLes Purton Coorer, Esq. Q.C. D.C.L. F.R.S. F.S.A.

The Right Hon. THomMAs P. CoUuRTENAY.

Tromas Crorron Croxer, Esq. F.S.A. M.R.LA.

The Rev. ALexaNDER DycCE, B.A.

Sir Henry Erpis, K.I1. F.R.S. Sec. S.A.

The Rev. Josegrpa HunTER, F.S.A,

Joun HErmaN MERIVALE, Esq. F.S.A.

JouN Gace Rokewobg, Esq. F.R.S. Director S.A.

THoMAs STarLETON, Esq. F.S.A.

WiLriam Joun Trowms, Esq. F.S.A.

TreoMmas WrieHT, Esq. F.S.A.

be elected the Council of the Society for the year then next following ;
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It was unanimously Resolved, That Lord Francis Egerton be the Pre-
sident of the Society, and Thomas Amyot, Esq., The Rev. Dr. Bliss,
John Bruce, Esq., J. P. Collier, Esq., C. P. Cooper, Esq., The Right Hon.
T. P. Courtenay, T. C. Croker, Esq., The Rev. Alexander Dyce, Sir
H. Ellis, The Rev. J. Hunter, J. H.-Merivale, Esq., J. Gage Rokewode,
Esq., T. Stapleton, Esq., W. J. Thoms, Esq. and Thomas Wright, Esq. be
the Council of the Society for the year next ensuing.

The Secretary then read a proposal that
CrarLEs FREDERICK BARNWELL, Esq. MLA. F.R.S. F.S.A.
Sir WiLLiam Crarrerron, Bart, and
Hastings ELwin, Esq.

be elected Auditors of the accounts of the Society for the year mnext
ensuing, whereupon _

It was unanimously Resolved, that the said C.TF. Barnwell, Esq. Sir
W. Chatterton, Bart. and Hastings Elwin, Esq. be elected the Auditors of
the Society for the year next ensuing.

Thanks were then voted to the Council and Auditors of the past year;
and also to the President, for his able conduct in the Chair; and on re-
turning thanks for the last-mentioned vote, the President communicated
to the Society, that he had authorised Mr. Collier to select from amongst
the inedited MSS. in his Lordship’s Library the materials of a work to be
published by the Society.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 1839.
At a Meeting of the CounciL of the Camden Society held at No. 25,
Parliament Street, Westminster, on Thursday the 9th May, 1839,
TrOoMAS AMYOT, Esq. in the Chair.
The Council having proceeded to the Election of Officers,—

Taomas Amyor, Esq. was elected Director; Joun Brucgk, Esq.
Treasurer ; and WiLriam J. TrHoms, Esq. Secretary, for the Year next
ensuing.

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL,

DATED 1st MAY, 1839.

Ar the close of their year of office, the first Council of the Camden
Society feel great satisfaction in directing the attention of the Members to
the highly prosperous condition of its affairs.

During a period of little more than twelve months from its establish-
ment, the Society has attained a number of Members altogether unex-
ampled in the history of Associations instituted for purposes in any degree
similar; and this result has been effected simply by the use of such
means as the Members of the Council, individually, and as a body, have
been able to exert for making the objects of the Society extensively known,
aided, as they have been, by the energetic assistance of the Local Secre-
taries, and several other kind and influential friends, and by the favour-
able impression conceived of the Society from the notices of its published
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 1839, 5

works, which have appeared in newspapers and other periodical publica-
tions.

Shortly after their appointment, the Council were fortunate enough to
obtain the zealous co-operation of the Rev. Dr. Bliss, Registrar of the
University of Oxford, and, at his suggestion, the number of the Members
was limited by the Council to one thousand—a number which the most
sanguine friends of the Society did not, at that time, consider to be at
all likely to be obtained. So little, indeed, did the Council think that the
proposed limit would be reached, that the first impression of the first and
second books was restricted to 500 copies, instead of 1,000; the number
which has since been adopted. The total number of Members is now
nine hundred and eighty, the largest number which can at present be sup-
plied with books; and there are many Candidates for admission upon
vacancies.

For another suggestion, that of the appointment of Local Secretaries,
the Council were indebted to W. B. D. D. Turnbull, Esq. of Edinburgh,
Secretary to the Abbotsford Club. The importance of this suggestion was
duly appreciated, and it was, therefore, at once adopted and acted upon by
the Council. Dr. Bliss was kind enough to accept the office of Local
Secretary for Oxford, Mr. Turnbull for Edinburgh, and the Council have
since appointed the following gentlemen for the places undermentioned.

Cambidge. The Rev. John Lodge, M.A. Newcastle. John Adamson, Esq. Sec. S.A. Newc.
Bedford, W, H. Smyth, Esq. Capt. R.N. &c. &c. | Northampton. George Baker, Esq.
Birmingham. The Rev. G. O. Fenwicke, F.S.A. | Norwich. Seth W. Stevenson, Esq. F.S.A.
Bristol, The Rev. J. R. Wreford, F.S.A, Reading. John Richards, jun. Esq. F.S,A.
Doncaster. Henry Bower, Esq. F.S.A. Ufford, Suffolk. D. E. Davy, Esq.
Durham. Robert Henry Allan, Esq. F.S.A. Salisbury. Henry Hatcher, Esq.
Ezeter. Pitman Jones, Esq. Southwold. Jonathan Gooding, Esq.
Herefordshire, &c. The Rev. T. T. Lewis, M.A. | Worcester. John Matthew Gutch, Esq.
Aymestry, near Leominster. Yarmouth. C. J. Palmer, Esq. F.S.A.

Hull. Charles Frost, Esq. F.S.A, Dublin, Sir William Betham, Ulster.
Ipswich, Wm. Stevenson Fitch, Egq. Paris. M. Francisque Michel, For. Memb.S.A.
Leicester. Thomas Smith, Esq. F.S.A. Hamburghk. Dr. J. M. Lappenberg.

. Liverpool. F. H. Rankin, Esq. F.R.G.S. Vienna. Herr Ferdinand Wolf, For. Memb. S.A..
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6 REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 1839.

- The Society has incurred a very heavy debt of obligation to these gen-
tlemen, not merely on account of their exertions to increase the number of
Members, but also for the manner in which they have kept down the

' expenses consequent upon the management of affairs spread over so wide
a surface, and in so many different directions. Modes of diminishing those
expenses have been suggested from time to time ; in some instances they
have been borne by the Local Secretaries ; in others the Country Mem-
bers have been appealed to for the purpose of defraying some of the neces-
sary payments amongst themselves, and such has been the success which has
attended these endeavours, that the Local Secretaries for Bedford, Bristol,
Cambridge, Doncaster, Exeter, Leicester, Norwich, Reading, Ufford, and
Southwold, have transmitted the full amount of their subscriptions, with-
out any deductions whatever. Even where the number of Subscribers is
much larger than in the places just mentioned, the expenses have been
kept down to a singularly small amount.

The Council are of opinion, that the number of Local Secretaries should
be increased by the appointment of proper persons in all the Cities and
considerable Towns of the Kingdom,

The acceptance of a composition, in lieu of annual payments, was
another suggestion for which the Council were indebted to Dr. Bliss. The
amount received in that manner, over and above the subscriptions of the
compounding members for the current year, is £110, which the Council
propose to invest in the Public Funds, and that all future compositions,
and all pecuniary donations or bequests made to the Society in further-
ance of its general objects, be added to such investment. The Council
further propose, that the dividends of the investment be applied as part
of the general income of the Society, and that the principal be applicable
to such special purposes as the Council shall from time to time direct.

Experience of the working of the laws of the Society having convinced
the Council that they are susceptible of considerable improvement, they
have taken them into their consideration, and have directed certain amend-
ments to be proposed to the General Meeting ; the principal of which are
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a better definition of the objects of the Society ; anincrease in the number
of the Council, from twelve to fifteen, of whom one-fifth shall be yearly
ineligible for re-election ; the appointment of a Director, who shall take the
chair in the Council, in the absence of the President; and an alteration
in the mode of voting at General Meetings.

The publications of the Society during the present year have been,

I. A contemporary Narrative of the Arrival of Edward IV. in England,
A.D. 1471, and his final recovery of the Kingdom from Henry VI. from a

transcript made by John Stowe, the Chronicler, now in the Brit. Mus. Edited
by Joun BRucg, Esq. F.S.A. Treasurer of the Camden Society.

IL. < Kyng Johan,” an English Play, by John Bale, Bishop of Ossory,
from the Author’s own MS. in the possession of the Duke of Devonshire.
Edited by JouN PAYNE CoLLIER, Esq. F.S.A.

III. A contemporary Alliterative Poem on the Deposition of King Richard
II. from an unique MS. at Cambridge. With the Latin Poem on the same
King by Richard de Maydestone, from a MS. at Oxford. Edited by THoMAS
WriGHT, Esq. M.A,, F.S.A.

IV. The Plumpton Correspondence, being a series of Letters, commencing
in the reign of Edward I'V,, and continuing to that of Henry VIII., from a
transcript made in 1612, now in the library of Peregrine Edward Towneley,
Esq. Edited by THOMAS STAPLETON, Esq. F.S.A.

And there is now passing through the Press,

V. A Collection of Anecdotes and Traditions illustrative of Early English
History and Literature, derived from MS. sources. Edited by WiLLiam J.
Tuous, Esq. F.8.A. Secretary of the Camden Society.

The Council have directed the last-mentioned work to be included
amongst the publications of the present year, and it will very shortly be
ready for delivery. It will be seen by the Report of the Auditors, that
after payment of the charges for printing and binding the works now
published, and all other ascertained expenses of the present year, there
remains a balance of £197. 5s. 4d. to be handed over to the next Council,
which will be considerably more than sufficient to pay for the printing
and binding of the last-mentioned work. '
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The Council have also ordered the following works to go to press, and
progress has been made with the first and second of them.

VI. A Collection of Political Songs in Latin, Anglo-Norman, and En-
glish, written in England during the 13th and 14th centuries; from various
MSS. at London, Cambridge, &c. To be edited by Tuomas WRIGHT, Esq.
M.A., F.8.A.

VII. An Account of the Origin of the Bishoprick of Somerset, and its
History, continued to A.D. 1174; and a small Collection of Charters re-

lating to Ecclesiastical Affairs, from a private Collection. To be edited bj
the Rev. Joserpu HuNTER, F.S.A.

VIII. The Chronicle of Josceline de Brakelond, Monk of St. Edmunds-

bury, from A.D. 1157 to 1211. To be edited by JoHN GAGE ROKEWODE,
‘Esq. F.R.S. Director S.A.

The Editors of the following works, which the Council have admitted
into the list of Suggested Publications, are prepared to proceed with them
whenever it shall be found convenient.

IX. The Miracle Play of the Conversion of Sir Jonathas the Jewe by the
blessed Sacrament, acted at Croxton in the fifteenth century. TFrom a MS,
in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. To be edited by the Rev. JAMES
HexTHORN ToDD, B.D., M.R.I.A., Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin.

X. Annals of the First Four Years of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth,
by Sir John Hayward, Knt. D.C.L. To be edited by Joun BRruck, Esq.
F.S.A. Treasurer of the Camden Society.

X1I. The Doctrines of the Lollards, stated and defended : a M S. attributed to
‘Wickliffe, in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin. To be edited by the Rev.
James HextHoRN Topp, B.D., M.R.I.A. Fellow of Trin. Coll. Dublin.

.XII, Warkworth’s Chronicle ; being a contemporary Narrative of Events
from A.D. 1461 to A.D. 1474, Written by John Warkworth, Master of St.
Peter’s College, Cambridge. To be edited by JamEes ORcHARD HALLIWELL,
Esq. F.R.S., F.8.A,, F.R.A.S,, M.R.S.L. of Jesus College, Cambridge.

XIII. A reprint of “ Kemp’s Nine Daies Wonder ; performed in a Daunce
from London to Norwich : containing the pleasure, paines, and kinde entertaine-
ment of William Kemp, betweene London and that Citty, in his late Morrice,
wherein is somewhat set downe with note, to reproove the slaunders spred of
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him : many things merry, nothing hurtfull. Written by himselfe to satisfie
his friends.” London, 4to. 1600. To be edited by the Rev. ALEXANDER
Dycg, B.A. from a Copy in the Bodleian Library, supposed to be unique.

The Council feel that they should do great injustice if they did not point
out to the Society the highly valuable accommodation and assistance which
have been given to them by Messrs. Nichols and Son. Upon Messrs.
Nichols’s invitation, the Council have used their house as the office of the
Camden Society, and as their place of meeting. Mr. J. G. Nichols has
acted as the assistant of the Treasurer in the receipt of subscriptions;
they have collected the subscriptions of the London Members at the same
time that they have delivered the publications of the Society, and bave
taken much trouble in correspondence, in the receipt and despatch of let-
ters, and in the performance of various other necessary labours, which, if
it had not been for their assistance, could not have been accomplished by
the Council, without employing a Clerk and a Collector. For the delivery
and transmission of the books, Messrs. Nichols have made a small charge
to the Society, but much has been done by them from no other feeling
than a desire to promote the welfare of the Society, and advance the inte-
rests of that branch of Literature, for its connexion with which their house
has long been so honourably distinguished.

The Society is also indebted to the Master and Fellows of Saint Peter’s
College, Cambridge, for the very kind and liberal manner in which they
granted the request of the Council to be permitted to examine the Manu-
script Volume in the Library of that College, which contains Warkworth’s
Chronicle. Upon the application of the Council, made through the Reve-
rend John Lodge, the Local Secretary at Cambridge, the Volume was at
once sent to London, and permission given to the Society to transcribe
and publish any part of its contents.

The services of the Editors of the various publications are so obvious,
that the Council feel it hardly necessary to allude to them ; but they think
it right to remind the Society, that they are indebted to His Grace the

Duke of Devonshire for permission to print the MS. of ¢ King Jehan;’
&
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that Sir Frederick Madden most kindly and liberally furnished the tran-
script of the poem of Richard de Maydeston, included in the Society’s
third publication ; and that the Plumpton Correspondence was placed at
‘the disposal of the Society by Peregrine Edward Towneley, Esq.

The Council have also to acknowledge the kindness of Thomas Wille-
ment, Esq. F.S.A. in furnishing them with the design for the ornaments
upon the backs of their publications. 4

The Council have to regret during the past year the loss of the following
Members by death :—

The Hon. Sir James Allan Park, D.C.L. F.S.A. one of the Justices of
the Court of Common Pleas.

The Rev. Marmaduke Prickett, F.S.A.

William Lorance Rogers, Esq. F.S.A.

The Rev. Hugh James Rose, B.D. Principal of King’s College, London ;
and Charles John Smith, Esq. F.S.A.

Signed by order of the Council,

THomas AmyoTt, Chairman. _
WiLrram J, Taoms, Secretary.

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS,

DATED 29TH APRIL, 1839.

WE, the Auditors appointed to audit the Accounts of the Camden
Society, report to the Society, that the Treasurer has exhibited to us his
accounts, from the Institution of the Society in the month of March, 1838,
down to the 25th April, 1839, and that we have examined the said accounts,
together with the vouchers relating thereto, and find the same to be correct
and satisfactory.

And we further report that the following is an accurate Abstract of the
Receipts and Expenditure of the Society during the period to which we
have referred.
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An ABSTRACT of the RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURE of THE CAMDEN SOCIETY,
from its Institution in March, 1838, to the 25th April, 1839.

1838, £ sd|_ £ ad

Mareh (© Lcived an sount of P tor printog andpeper of S0
03Jy bscripti f th ] IR RAREELS
April 25th. ﬁe;fl?e I:,;’oniluoe 15: The like of 500 further copies of the

e 1 ey o o gem work our shecemd stalf |
.he lixe Ior composi- The like of 1,000 copies of * King
tions of eleven members 110 0 0 Johan,'’ nine sheets being reset for
the second 500 copies ven....... T1 17 6
The like of 1,000 copies of Richard
II. three sheets being reset for the
second 500 COpies. s ceveveerusas
The like of 1000 copies of the Plump-
ton Correspondence....,....... 266 9 0
Paid for printing Prospectuses, Lists
of Members, Circulars, Receipts,
and miscellaneous printing ...... 43
Paid for engravings of Camden’shead 4
Paid for the delivery and transmis-
sion of 950 copies of each of the
four works published by the Society,
and for various warehouse work
and eXpenses.. ...eseecesenonse 36 2 6
Paid for binding 950 copies of each
of the Society’sfour works and cut-
ting the back tools for the same.,, 152 8 9
Paid various petty cash expenses and
~stationery .v..viiveeieniiinee 1319 32
Cash balance, viz. Sums
received by composi-
tions, proposed to be
invested ve.0vo0s o £110 0 0
Balance of subscriptions
to be handed over to
the Council to be
elected 2d May, 1839. 197 5 4

39 7 6

[ =]
<

307 5 4

£979 o_o £979 0 0

And we further state that the Treasurer has reported to us that, over
and above the present balance of £307. 5s. 4d. there are outstanding vari~
ous Subscriptions of Foreign Members, of Members resident in places
distant from London, and of Members who have joined the Society within
the last few days, which, on the 25th day of April, 1839, amounted altoge-
ther to the sum of £98.; which sum the Treasurer sees no reason to doubt
will be very shortly received.

Witness our hands this 29th day of April, 1839. :

J. H. MerivarLg, H. C, Rosinson, RicHARD TAYLOR.
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LAWS OF THE CAMDEN SOCIETY,

ADOPTED AT THE GENERAL MEETING, MAY 2, 1839.

I. Tuar the Society shall be entitled “ Tae CaMbpEN SociETY, for the
Publication of Early Historical and Literary Remains.”

II. That the objects of the Society shall be, First, the publication of
inedited Manuscripts; Second, the reprinting of Works of sufficient rarity
and importance to make Reprints desirable; and Third, the publication of
Translations of Historical Works not previously rendered into English.

II1. That the Society shall consist of One Thousand Two Hundred
Members, being Subscribers of One Pound annually ; such Subscription to
be paid in advance, on or before the first day of May in every year.

IV. That the management of the affairs of the Society shall be vested in
a President and a Council consisting of fifteen Members, which President
and Council shall be elected annually by the Society at large, at a General
Meeting to be held on the 2nd day of May, being the Anniversary of Cam-
den’s birth ;. or on the Monday following, when the 2nd of May shall
happen to fall upon a Sunday.

V. That the President and Council shall, from amongst their own body,
elect a Director, who shall act as Chairman of the Council, in the absence
of the President, and also a Treasurer, and a Secretary.

VI. That the Accompts of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Society
shall be audited annually by three Auditors, to be elected at the General
Meetings, and that the Report of the Auditors, with an Abstract of the-
Accompts, shall be published.
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VII. That the names of Members propo/sed to be elected as President,
Council, and Auditors, shall be transmitted by the propesers to the Secre-
tary, one fortnight before the General Meeting, and that notice of the
persons so proposed shall be forwarded by the Secretary one week before
the General Meeting, to all the Members residing within the limits of the
Twopenny Post, and to all other Members who shall, in wntmg, request
to receive the same.

VIII. That no Member shall be entitled to vote at any General
Meeting whose Subscription is in arrear.

IX. That in every year one-fifth in number of the Council of the year
preceding shall be ineligible for re-election ; and that in case any Member
of the Council shall not attend more than one-third of the number of
Meetings of the Council, such Member shall be considered to be one of
the retiring Members. ‘

X. That in the absence of the President and Director, the Council at
their Meetings shall elect a Chairman, who shall have a casting vote in
case of equality of numbers, and shall also retain his right to vote upon
all questions submitted to the Council. '

XI. That the Funds of the Society shall be disbursed in payment of
necessary expenses incident to the production of the Works of the Society,
and that all other expenses shall be avoided as much as possible.

XII. That, after the Members of the Society shall have reached One
Thousand Two Hundred, vacancies in that number shall be filled up by the
Council, from time to time as they occur.

XIII. That every Member not in arrear of his Annual Subscription,

shall be entitled to One Copy of every Work published by the Society
during that year.
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XIV. That the Members shall be invited to contribute or recommend
Works for publication.

XYV. That Editors of Works printed by the Society shall be entitled to
Twenty Copies of the Works they edit.

XVI. That the Council shall determine what number of copies of each
Work shall be printed, and that the copies over and above those required
by the Members shall be sold in such manner, and at such prices, as shall
be fixed by the Council, the proceeds being carried to the account of the
Society.

XVII. That the Publications of the Society shall all form separate and
distinct Works, without any other connexion than that which must neces-
sarily exist between the volumes of such Works as consist of several

Volumes. .

XVIII. That any Member of the Society may at any time compound
for his future Annual Subscriptions, by payment of £10 over and above
his Subscription for the current year.

XIX. That every Member of the Society who shall intimate to the
Council his desire to withdraw from the same, or who shall not pay his
Subscription for the current year within three Months after his Election,
or after such Subscription shall have become due, shall thereupon cease to
be a Member of the Society.

XX. That the Council may appoint Local Secretaries in such places,
and with such authorities as to them shall seem expedient ; every Local
Secretary being a Member of the Society.

XXI. That no alteration shall be made in these Laws, except at a
General Meeting, nor then, unless One Month’s notice of any alteration
intended to be proposed at such Meeting shall have been given in writing
to the Secretary.
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- MEMBERS OF THE CAMDEN SOCIETY,

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 2ND MAY, 1839.

Those Members to whose names (c.) is prefived have compounded for their Annual Subscriptions.
The Members whose names are printed in Capitals were on the Council of the year.

THE RIGHT HON. LORD FRANCIS EGERTON, M.P. President.
H. R. H. THE DUKE OF StJSSEX, K.G., F.R.S. F.8.A.
THE MOST REV. AND RIGHT HON. THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.
THE RIGHT HON. LORD COTTENHAM, LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR.
THE MOST HON. THE MARQUESS OF NORTHAMPTON, D.C.L. PRES.R.S., F.8.A,
THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF ABERDEEN, PRES. S.A., F.R.S.

Abraham Abell, Esq. Cork.

W.J.A. Abington, Esq. M.A.F.S.A.

Rt. Hon, Lord Viscount Acheson,
M.P.

Edward Acton, Esq. Grundisburgh.
William George Adam, Esq. Ac-
countant-general in Chancery.
John Adams, jun. Esq. M, A,

Ch. Ch. Oxford.

John Adamson, Esq. Secretary of
the Society of Antiquaries of New-
castle. Local Secretary at New-
castle.

William Fountaine Addison, Esq.
Wadham College, Oxford.

John Adolphus, Esq. F.S.A.

Professor Dr. Adrian, Librarian of
the University of Giessen (Hesse
Darmstadt).
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