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Cover. A Scots pine tree marked with several crosses and geometric patterns. These types of symbols on trees are affiliated with the
Sdmi of northern Fennoscandia and north-west Russia. Incised trees and an archaeological and ethnobistoric interpretive framework
have been employed to explore the significance of such markings in Sdmi landscapes. The research is timely because intensive for-
estry is destroying culturally modified trees at an alarming rate, and their significance as the bearers of culture and bistory is being
stripped from the region. For more information, see X-marked trees: carriers of Indigenous Sdmi traditions’ by Ingela Bergman, Olle
Zackrisson & Lars Ostlund in this issue (photography by Lars Ostlund).
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