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odernism as it
was known in
M the middle of
the twentieth
century was
unconsciously gendered masculine.
The inscriptions of women and gender
were not adequately interpreted, if
attended to at all. Attention to women
writers and editors often took the form
of amusing anecdote or aesthetic dis-

library archives and private collections
to discover much that has been over-
looked or misplaced to this move-
ment: letters, diaries, magazine and
small press publications, criticism, liter-
ary-historical documents, and out of
print or never published literary
works. The ‘tangled web’ of
Modernism reconstructs itself to reveal
a textually, culturally, and socially
complex fabric. Gender provides an

missal. 'This critical
anthology offers stu-
dents and scholars a
set of primary texts
that challenge the
old definitions and
the critical canon of
modernism while
they build an under-
standing of the crisis
over gender and sexuality that oc-
curred in the 1910-1940 era. A team
of nineteen scholars has sifted through
archives and long-defunct journals for
these texts. Providing an introduction
to each of the twenty-six predominant-
ly female, British, and American au-
thors, the contributors pursue the fem-
inist critical approach they deem most
appropriate to an author and set of
texts.

“This is the book we've been waiting
for: a distinguished collection that
demonstrates how revisions of
Modernist definitions might proceed.
Overturning the notion that there is
nothing important yet to discover in
Modernism, The Gender
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Ariadne’s thread
to this maze, but
along the way it
catches up race,
class, economic
status, sexual
preferences, reli-
gion, education
—in short, much
that Modernism
has repressed within its founding
assumptions. . . . The Gender of
Modernism will be an invaluable text-
book and source book for students of
Modernism.”—Shari Benstock

The authors included are: Djuna
Barnes, Willa Cather, Nancy Cunard,
H.D., T.S. Eliot, Jessie Redmon Fauset,
Zora Neale Hurston, James Joyce,
Nella Larsen, D.H. Lawrence,

Mina Loy, Rose Macaulay, Hugh
MacDiarmid, Katherine Mansfield,
Charlotte Mew, Marianne Moore,
Ezra Pound, Jean Rhys, Dorothy
Richardson, May Sinclair, Gertrude
Stein, Sylvia Townsend Warner,
Rebecca West, Antonia White,

Anna Wickham, and Virginia Woolf.
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mommes A series edited
by Houston A. Baker, ]Jr.

This major new series publishes scholarly
works devoted to the literatures and cultures of
the African diaspora. Its goal is the dissemina-
tion of new and revised assessments of key is-
sues in African, Caribbean, and
Afro-American intellectual history. Expressive
culture is the series’ principal area of con-
cern; interdisciplinary importance and
theoretical sophistication its hallmarks.

Workings of the Spirit

The Poetics of Afro-American Women's Writing

Houston A. Baker, Jr.

With a Phototext by Elizabeth Alexander and

Patricia Redmond

Turning on inspired interpretations of Zora Neale Hurston,
Toni Morrison, and Ntozake Shange, Workings of the
Spirit weighs current critical approaches to black
women’s writing against Baker's own explanation of the
founding, theoretical state of Afro-American intellectual
history.

“Workings of the Spirit is a daring, original, and impor-
tant treatment of black women writers from a key figure in
the contemporary literary dialogue.”

—Mae Henderson

Cloth $24.95 256 pages 44 halftones

Theories of Africans

Francophone Literature and Anthropology in Africa

Christopher L. Miller

Placing francophone African literature within its historical,
political, and, especially, anthropological context, Miller
considers whether the Western critic can escape the
distorting effects of Western theory and accurately
describe African literature. What ensues is an exercise in
interdisciplinary thinking carried through a series of
specific readings: D. T. Niane’s Foundiata, Camara Laye’s
The Dark Child, Ahmadou Kourouma’s The Suns of
Independence, and Mariama Bd’s So Long a Letter.

“It will be a source book for how to think about African
literature and western theory for a long time to come.”
—Henry Louis Gates Jr.

Paper $19.95 338 pages 4 halftones
Library cloth edition $49.95

Also Available
Afro-American Literary
Study in the 1990s

Edited by Houston A. Baker, Jr., and

Patricia Redmond
Cloth $24.95 252 pages
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