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exceptionsto thedutyofconfidentiality.The only
exception which appeared relevant appeared to be
the public interest. As I pointed out, and Dr Bronks
agreed, the case of W. v. Edgell covered very
different facts and would not be a valid authority.
Other cases on disclosure in the public interest do
not cover the issue.

Dr Bronks is mistaken in assuming that I wish to
end the practice of case studies being written. I am
suggestingthatthepatient'sconsentisobtainedor
identification made impossible. He does not state in
how many of the published case studies consent was
obtained or identification prevented. Because of the
need for clarification in law, the Royal Colleges,
professional bodies and numerous health profes
sional associations have drafted a Bill Governing
the Use and Disclosure of Personal Health Infor
mation (1994). This Bill envisages that the patient
should consent to the use of identifiable infor
mation as part of training in medicine, nursing or
other health care.

It should be realised that there are many other
health professionals apart from doctors who write
up casestudiesofpatients.Iwould suggestthatthe
same principles on confidentiality should apply to
them all.
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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

â€œ¿�TheAssociation of Workers in Asylums for the
Insane.â€•
To the Editors of Tini LANCET
SIRS,â€”! notice in Tiu@ LANCET of July 27th, under
theaboveheading,thata meetinghasbeenheldat
which Sir B. W. Richardson delivered an address.
He is reported to have said that â€œ¿�educationand
training raised the status and increased the useful
ness of nurses, and this experience will no doubt be
repeated when the same conditions are applied to
attendantson theinsane.â€•I cannotallowsuch a
statementas thisto passunchallenged.For many
years past the attendants and nurses on the insane
have been carefullyeducatedand trained.Aftera
period of two years, during which the attendants
and nurses have to attend a dozen lectures and the
same number of clinicaldemonstrationsin the
wards of a hospital for the insane, they are exam
ined, and, if successful, are granted a certificate of
proficiency in nursing the insane. The superintend
ent of the hospital trains his attendants and nurses,
but he has nothing to do with their examination.
The written portion is conducted by examiners
appointed by the Medico-Psychological Associ
ation of Great Britain and Ireland, and the clinical
and vivavocepartby an examinerwho isgenerally

the superintendent of a neighbouring asylum. The
severity of the examination is shown by the fact that
at every examination a number of candidates are
plucked. The result of the education, training, and
examination has been to increase the usefulness of
the nurses and attendants, who now take a more
intelligent interest in the cases under their care;
while,as regardstheirstatus,itisquiteon a par
with hospital trained nurses. Indeed, some of the
latter are anxious to obtain the certificate, and a
scheme is on foot for admitting them to the exami
nation after a definite period of training. Altogether
more than 1000 nurses and attendants possess
the certificate which is granted by the Medico
Psychological Association of Great Britain and
Ireland.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
FLETCHER BEACH,

Honorary General Secretary, Medico-Psychological
Association of Great Britain and Ireland.

Welbeck-street, W, July 30th, 1895.
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