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Poems
2
doctors

50

Vincent

Julian Leff

I, Vincent Van Gogh, born in Groot Zundert,
where men grow pale like roots beneath the ground
and visions are luxuries,

brought my visions to Arles,

where they sucked the light from the sky,
danced through the orchards like blossom,
and spun the moon-stars from their orbits
in the dark-blue nights.

| stared like some great flower at the sun
and saw its burning image everywhere,
torching the cornfields to a flaring gold.

| felt | had to grasp familiar things,

my smoke-charred pipe, my yellow chair,

a pair of boots, the postman’s honest face.
But still the fury rose relentlessly,

writhed upwards like the twisted cypresses,
and seized and tore my unprotesting body.
Then did | see the sadness that lies coiled
like a grey snake at the root of things.

The haunted corridors, the avenues of tragic trees.
| found refuge in the kindly doctor’s house,
but | knew that some day

in a solitary field of corn

the black crows would gather in my skull
and peck out my mind.
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