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Creative Marginality 
Innovation at the Intersections of Social Sciences 

Mattei Dogan and Robert Pahre 
Tracing the nine formal social 
science disciplines—political science, 
sociology, economics, history, 
anthropology, philosophy, geog­
raphy, psychology, and linguistics— 
through their cycles of growth, 
specialization, fragmentation, and 
hybridization, Dogan and Pahre 
reject the notion of catch-all "inter­
disciplinary" research. They 
demonstrate that in moving from 
the center to the periphery of a dis­
cipline, crossing its borders and 
penetrating the field of another, a 
scholar has a better chance to in­
novate. 

Contents: Introduction. SCIEN­
TIFIC INNOVATION AND OB­
SOLESCENCE. Defining Innovation 
in the Social Sciences. Patrimonies: 
Incremental Advance and the Distort­
ing Effects of the Star System. The 
Paradox of Density. Does Citation 
Measure Innovation? Cemeteries for 
Books. FROM SPECIALIZATION 
AND FRAGMENTATION TO 
HYBRIDIZATION. Specialization in 
the Social Sciences. Hybridization: 
The Recombination of Fragments of 
the Social Sciences. Fragmentation 
by Geographical Area Versus Analyti­
cal Fragmentation. THE CRUM­
BLING WALLS OF THE FORMAL 
DISCIPLINES. The Fate of the For­
mal Disciplines: From Coherence to 
Dispersion. Why Interdisciplinarity Is 
a False Notion. THE INTER-
PENETRATION OF DISCIPLINES: 

THE PROCESSES OF HYBRIDIZA­
TION. The Diffusion of Concepts 
Across Disciplines. Borrowing 
Methods. The Impact of Technology. 
The Cross-disciplinary Repercussions 
of Findings. The Influence of 
Theories. Perspectives, Paradigms, 
and Praxis. Hybridization of 
Academic Journals. The Balance of 
Trade Between Disciplines. GAL­
LERY OF HYBRIDS: CREATIVE 
MARGINALS. Three Ideal Types of 
Social Scientists. Intellectual Migra­
tion Across Disciplines. CROSS­
ROADS: FOUR ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Historical Sociology or Sociological 
History? Junctions Between the So­
cial Sciences and the Life Sciences. In­
ternational Political Economy: A 
Fusion of Several Subfields. The 
Hesitant Exchange Between Econ­
omics and Psychology. Final Re­
marks: The New Kaleidoscope of So­
cial Sciences. 

Mattei Dogan is senior research 
director a t the National Center of 
Scientific Research, Paris, and 
professor of political science at 
University of California-Los 
Angeles. Robert Pahre is assistant 
professor of political science at the 
University of Rochester. 
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