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Chairs for the 2005 Materials Research
Society (MRS) Spring Meeting are Joanna
Aizenberg (Bell Laboratories/Lucent
Technologies), Oliver Kraft (Forschungs-
zentrum Karlsruhe/University of
Karlsruhe), Neville R. Moody (Sandia
National Laboratories), and Ramamoorthy
Ramesh (University of Maryland). The
meeting will be held in San Francisco,
Calif., March 28–April 1, 2005.

Joanna Aizenberg, a member of techni-
cal staff at Bell Laboratories/Lucent Tech-
nologies since 1998, has been working on
methods for controlling artificial crystal
formation using micropatterned organic
surfaces and on the characterization of
novel bio-optical systems. Her scientific
interests include biomaterials, biomimetics,
self-assembly, crystal engineering, nano-
fabrication, optics, and the control of crys-
tal nucleation and growth. She received
her PhD degree from the Weizmann
Institute of Science, Israel, and did her
postdoctoral work at Harvard University.
Aizenberg’s honors include Distinguished
Lecturer at the University of Texas at
Austin, 2003; Elected Chair 2006 for the
Gordon Research Conference on Bio-
mineralization, 2002; the New Investigator
Award in Chemistry and Biology of
Mineralized Tissues, 2001; the Arthur K.
Doolittle Award from the American
Chemical Society, 1999; the Weizmann
Institute Award for Academic Excellence,
1997; the Young Investigator Award in
Chemistry and Biology of Mineralized
Tissues, 1995; and the Award of the Max
Planck Society in the field of Biology and
Materials Science, 1995. She has numer-
ous publications.

Oliver Kraft is Professor for Reliability
in Mechanical Engineering at the Uni-
versity of Karlsruhe and joint director of
the Institute for Materials Research at the
Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe. His re-
search interests range from the mechani-

cal behavior of advanced structural materi-
als to the reliability of microelectronic and
microelectromechanical systems devices,
with a focus on deformation and degrada-
tion mechanisms in thin films and small
structures. Kraft graduated from the
University of Stuttgart in 1995 in materials
science. For his thesis, he received the Otto
Hahn Medal from the Max Planck Society
and the Best Thesis Award from the
Freunde der Universität Stuttgart. From
1996 to 1997, he was a postdoc in the group
of W.D. Nix in the Department of Materials
Science and Engineering at Stanford
University. From 1997 to 2002, he worked
as a research scientist at the Max-Planck-
Institut für Metallforschung in Stuttgart. He
has authored or co-authored more than 70
publications and co-edited four books. 

Neville R. Moody is a Distinguished
Member of the Technical Staff at Sandia
National Laboratories in Livermore, Calif.
He received his PhD degree in materials
science from the University of Minnesota in
1981. After joining Sandia National
Laboratories, his research focused on the
determination of hydrogen effects on
deformation and fracture in titanium, stain-
less steels, and superalloys, employing
experimental testing, modeling, and simu-
lation techniques. For the past 15 years, his
research has included the study of defor-
mation and fracture on the submicrometer
scale in thin films and small volumes. He is
author or co-author of more than 125 publi-
cations, including invited reviews and a
chapter in the encyclopedia on
Comprehensive Structural Integrity. He co-
organized three international conferences
on hydrogen effects in materials; six MRS
symposia on thin films, nanomechanical
behavior, and nanostructuring of materials;
and three regional materials and welding
technology conferences. He serves on the
board of review for Materials Transactions
and is a fellow of ASM International.

Ramamoorthy Ramesh holds a joint
appointment in the Department of
Materials Science and Engineering and of
Physics at the University of California,
Berkeley. From 1995 to 2003, he held a pro-
fessorship at the University of Maryland,
College Park, where he also served as asso-
ciate director of the Materials Research
Science and Engineering Center. He
received his PhD degree in materials sci-
ence in 1987 from the University of
California, Berkeley. As a staff scientist at
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
(1987–1988), Ramesh carried out pioneer-
ing research on high-temperature super-
conductors (HTSs) and was responsible for
the identification of the 110 K supercon-
ducting phase in the bismuth cuprate sys-
tem. He joined Bellcore in 1989 and initiat-
ed research in several key technology areas,
including ferroelectric nonvolatile memo-
ries. In 1994, he initiated research into the
area of colossal magnetoresistive oxide thin
films and heterostructures. Ramesh’s work
in the areas of transmission electron
microscopy and materials science of HTSs,
growth mechanisms in oxide thin films,
pulsed laser deposition of ferroelectric and
magnetic oxide thin films, and information
storage technologies is recognized world-
wide. He has more than 250 publications,
15 patents issued and 11 pending, and his
research is extensively cited (over 8000 cita-
tions, putting him among the top 500 cited
researchers in physics). In 2001, Ramesh
received the Humboldt Senior Scientist
Prize from the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation for his pioneering work on the
fundamental nanoscale science of size scal-
ing in ferroelectric thin films, the A. James
Clark College of Engineering Faculty
Outstanding Research Award, and fellow-
ship in the American Physical Society.   

For updated information on the 2005
MRS Spring Meeting, access Web site
www.mrs.org/meetings/.
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