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Through no fault of my own, figures on pages 92 and 93 of 
my paper were transposed . The J ournal has published 
both pages as an erratum (Koerner, 1997). I have cor­
rected reprints of the paper for di stribution. 

Koerner: Correspondence 

SIR, 

R eply to the comments rifV S. Zagorodnov on "Some comments on 
climatic reconstructionsfrom ice cores driLled in areas oJhigh melt" by 

Ray M. Koerner * 

Some ofDr Zagorodnov's criticism s a ri se from the problems 
I found ut ilizing the former Soviet Union (SU ) publ ica­
tions. My organization at the time (Pola r Continental Shelf 
Proj ect of the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, 
Canada) funded translation of some of the required papers. 
I should also have acknowledged the help of V I. Nikolayev 
in providing a translation and di scuss ion of Kotlyakov and 
others' (1991) paper. One thing I hop e my paper did do was 
bri ng the extensive work of the SU to the attention of work­
ers in the field of ice-core research. Dr Zagorodnov's addi­
tions and corrections are welcome. 

H owever, my main point was to stress the problems of 
resea rch in areas of high melt but, at the same time, point 
o ut that valuable information can sti \I be extracted. Thus, 
my main conclusion, that there was a very early Holocene 
thermal maximum, remains unchanged and is supported 
by the comments a nd additiona l inform ation Dr Zagorod­
nov presents. The thermal max imum removed many ice 
caps and caused m ajo r recession of o thers. Regrowth of the 
difTerent ice caps a nd glaciers began at various times along 
the cooling curve of the second ha l f of the Holocene. 

Further work is presently being undertaken, some of it 
under the auspices of the International Geosphere- Bio­
sphere Program me (IGBP), Past Global Changes (PAGES) 
and Internati onal A retic Science Committee (IASC) pro­
gramme TCAPP (Ice-core CircumArctic Pa leoclima te Pro­
gram me). All those who work on these ice caps feel sure that 
we need to examine cores from more than the Greenland ice 
shee t a nd Antarctica. 

Terrain Sciences Division, 
Geological Survey if Canada, 
601 Booth Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OE8, Canada 

23 Februar} 1998 
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