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logistics support (OSL) systems, and ensuring standardization
through the establishment of subnational EMTs. These initia-
tives are supported by actionable steps with a monitoring and
evaluation mechanism to ensure effective implementation.
Conclusion: The EMT Strategic Plan for Ethiopia is a critical
document setting foundation for a responsive and resilient
EMT. By integrating governance, collaboration, technology,
training, logistics, and quality assurance, Ethiopia aims to create
a world-class EMT system dedicated to saving lives and allevi-
ating suffering during public health emergencies.
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A Unified Government-Private Sector Strategy for
Streamlined Singapore EMT Development
Raihan Rafiek

Ministry of Health, Singapore, Singapore

Background/Introduction: The episodic nature of crises
necessitates the right-siting of resources. By leveraging the
capabilities of the private sector, the MOH can remain focused
on its core functions without being encumbered by logistics
management and manpower concerns.

Objectives: In under 18 months, The Ministry of Health
(MOH) of Singapore advanced the Singapore Emergency
Medical Team (SGEMT) Cclassification by adopting a
whole-of-government and  private sector collaborative
approach.

Method/Description: In-depth appreciation of WHO EMT
requirements and recognition of MOH own limitations, MOH
tapped into the expertise of medical practitioners and incorpo-
rated insights from the Singapore Armed Forces and Singapore
Civil Defence Force, who brought valuable experience from
past humanitarian missions.

MOH made the strategic decision to outsource non-core
functions such as warehousing, equipment maintenance, and
ready-pool of technicians that can be rapidly mobilized.
These functions were outsourced to a stringently selected ser-
vice provider.

To complement these efforts, the MOH engaged in learning
from regional partners, participating in study trips, and regional
exercises. This ensured a comprehensive understanding of best
practices from the EMT global community. Additionally, the
MOH participated in regional disaster response framework,
which includes the ASEAN EMT SOP.

The MOH’s foresight in partnering with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has fortified the SGEMT’s global operational
capabilities, ensuring support from Singapore’s diplomatic net-
work worldwide when required.

Results/Outcomes: This strategic alliance underscores
Singapore’s dedication to global health security and exemplifies
a proactive approach to emergency preparedness and response,
demonstrating the nation’s readiness to tackle crises effectively.

Conclusion: This strategic alliance underscores Singapore’s
dedication to global health security and exemplifies a proactive
approach to emergency preparedness and response, demon-
strating the nation’s readiness to tackle crises effectively.

Prebosp. Disaster Med. 202540(Suppl. S1):s4

d0i:10.1017/51049023X25000329

Policy and Legislation Enablers for Regionalization of the

Global EMT Strategy

Anna Borshchevska MSE, Sergey Boyarskiy MD, PrD?,

Azat Botaliev MD?, Amiran Gogitidze MD? Marta Catalinas’,

Ram Vadi MD, MSc, Oleg Storozhenko MD, PhD’

1. WHO Regional Office for Europe, Kyiv, Ukraine

2. WHO Regional Office for Europe, Istanbul, Ttirkiye

3. Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Kyrgyz Republic,
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

4. Ministry of IDP’s Labor, Health and Social Affairs, Thbilisi,
Georgia

5. Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation
(AECID), Madrid, Spain

6. UK-Med, London, United Kingdom

7. WHO Regional Office for Europe, Copenhagen, Denmark

Background/Introduction: Research was conducted to iden-

tify needs for policy and legislation changes aimed at creating

enabling environment for the implementation of the

Emergency Medical Teams (EMT) Regional Action Plan

2024-2030 (RAP) to be facilitated by the WHO Regional

European EMT Capability Hub (REECH).

Objectives:

* Establishing commonalities and differences in EMT-related
policy and legislation in countries representing different subre-
gions of the WHO/Europe.

* Informing the RAP policy and legislation framework
development.

Method/Description: An analysis of the legal and normative
frameworks governing EMTsin the selected countries — Spain,
the UK, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan. The study involves reviewing
legislative documents, policy frameworks, and operational
guidelines that regulate EMTYS integration into national
health systems and emergency response coordination
mechanisms.

Results/Outcomes: Common characteristics of national legis-

lation and policy frameworks include clear legal mandates, inte-

gration with national health systems, and alignment with
national health policies. Differences identified: EMT gover-
nance and subordination (e.g., health sector in Georgia and

UK, civil protection domain in Spain and Kyrgyzstan); patterns

of international collaboration (e.g., stronger engagement with

EUCPM for Spain, WHO guidance and support for

Kyrgyzstan and Georgia).

Conclusion: The WHO European region’s diversity informs

different approaches to policies and legislation aimed at sup-

porting RAP. Enablers include clear EM'T mandates and their
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integration with national health systems and international
mechanisms. However, routes to these enablers vary due to
differences in policies, health system design, and legislation
adoption procedures. Future research will include more coun-
tries and a detailed list of research questions to identify patterns
in legislation and policy enablers for achievement of the Global
EMT goals.
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Health Impacts of Climate-Change Related Natural
Disasters on Persons with Disabilities in Developing
Countries

Taslim T Uddin MBBS, FCPS, FRCP©®, Anika Tasnim,
Mohammad Tarigul Islam

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University, Dhaka, Dhaka,
Bangladesh

Background/Introduction: Persons with disabilities (PWD)
in developing countries are particularly affected by climate
change-related disasters.

Objectives: To explore the health impacts of climate change-
related natural disasters on persons with pre-existing physical
and mental disabilities in developing countries.
Method/Description: The Joanna Briggs Institute evidence
synthesis guideline was applied and results were reported fol-
lowing PRISMA guidelines. PubMed, PsycINFO, Scopus,
and Embase databases were searched using terms related to
‘persons with disabilities,’ ‘climate change,” and “developing
countries.” The database search retrieved 406 articles, forty-
two articles were eligible for full-text review and 14 met the
inclusion criterion which were reviewed and thematic analysis
was performed.

Results/Outcomes: The 14 articles included 5 studies gener-
alized across multiple countries and nine profiled specific
developing countries. Five key themes were identified: impact
on PWD physical health and mental health, resilience, and
coping strategies of PWD in disasters, PWD involvement
in inclusive disaster planning, and climate-change related
natural disasters on PWDs in developing countries as a human
rights issue.

Conclusion: Additional research is needed to better under-
stand the negative health impacts of climate change-related
natural disasters on persons with pre-existing physical and men-
tal disabilities in developing countries. Contributing social and
economic factors as well as facilitative coping and resilience
strategies of the affected population in this context also require
further study. Addressing these research gaps can inform devel-
opment of effective, disability-inclusive disaster management
practices which contribute to more equitable climate-change
related health and rights-based outcomes for PWDs in devel-
oping countries. Resulting trauma can concomitantly result in
increased acute demand for physical rehabilitation therapy
services.
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The Global Alarming Impact of Extreme Heat Waves: A
Retrospective Analysis
Zakaria Abmed Mani PhD

Jazan University, Jazan, Saudi Arabia

Background/Introduction: Extreme heat waves are a growing
global health concern, with their frequency and intensity esca-
lating due to climate change. Understanding past trends in heat
wave impacts is crucial for informing effective mitigation and
adaptation strategies.

Objectives: This study aims to analyze the historical impact of
extreme heat waves on global mortality and morbidity, identi-
fying geographical and temporal trends to inform public health
interventions.

Method/Description: We conducted a retrospective analysis
using data from the Emergency Events Database. This compre-
hensive database provided records of heat wave events and asso-
ciated mortality and morbidity data spanning recent decades.
Statistical analysis was performed to identify trends and patterns
in heat wave occurrences and their health impacts.
Results/Outcomes: Our analysis reveals a concerning increase
in both the frequency and severity of extreme heat waves globally.
This trend corresponds with a significant rise in heat-related
mortality and morbidity, particularly in regions with limited
adaptive capacity and among vulnerable populations such as
the elderly and those with pre-existing health conditions.
Conclusion: The findings underscore the urgent need for pro-
active measures to mitigate the health risks posed by extreme heat.
These include strengthening healthcare infrastructure to manage
heat-related illnesses, developing effective early warning systems,
and implementing community-based interventions to reduce
heat exposure. This research provides a critical historical perspec-
tive on the growing threat of extreme heat, emphasizing the
importance of global cooperation and immediate action to protect
populations from this escalating public health challenge.
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How the Understated Role of Rehabilitation Within
Emergency Responses Can Be Addressed: A Call to Action
from the IFRC Technical Working Group

Jennifer Allen BKin, MScPT, DPT

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences, College of Health Sciences,
QU Health, Qatar University, Doha, Qatar

Marie Gedeon, BScPT, MScIH

International Federation of the Red Cross Rehabilitation Technical
Working Group, Geneva, Switzerland Canadian Red Cross, Ottawa,
Canada

Background/Introduction: The role of rehabilitation in
EMTs remains unclear. Due to this and reasons related to inad-
equate initial planning, the role of rehabilitation professions in
emergencies is understated. Further, there is no one-size-fits-all
approach to rehabilitation in emergencies.

Objectives: The IFRC Rehabilitation Technical Working
Group proposes solutions to address these challenges.
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