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Congressional
Llections

edited by Louis Sandy Maisel, Co/by Coflege
and Joseph Cooper, Rice University

In Congressional Ejections, editors Maisel and Cooper have provided a
major new source-book for those interested in electoral studies, voting be-
havior, and the Amarican paolitical system in general. Its basis is the 1978
American National Election Study, conducted through the University of
Michigan, a monumental research effort to explore in depth the Congres-
sional election process. Warren E. Miller, the study’s director, and John P.
Kotash have here compiled the essential hard data and the key variables of
that study. The essays that follow were authored by six scholars from the
committee which planned the study. They provide analyses, developing dif-
ferent, though complementary, interpretations and applications of the data
supplied. This sixth volume of the Sage Electoral Studies Yearbooks will
prove to be not only an excellent tool for instruction in political science re-
search methods, but also a unique body of resource material for further
electoral studies.
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ANNOUNCING

PARTISAN REALIGNMENT
Voters, Parties, and Government

in American History

Jerome M. Clubb

William H.Flanigan

Nancy H. Zingale

Club, Flanigan, and Zingale discuss the interrelationships between voting
behavior in the mass electorate and patterns of party control of govern-
ment policy-making institutions. Their investigation focuses on the
realignment perspective—the theory that the political history of the United
States is marked by repetitive sequences, or party systems, each beginning
with a partisan realignment that involved the appearance of a new electoral
alignment, which endured for a significant time and then deteriorated.
Through the use of both historical data and quantitative technigues, the
authors expand upon traditional discussion of the realignment perspective,
explicitly linking mass voting behavior with political teadership, and
revealing that historical realignment sequences are marked by similar stages
of control of government, elite behavior, and policy formation.
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