
REPRESENTING FUTURE GENERATIONS

The impact of climate change on young people and future generations has become a key issue 
globally, and current international law-making processes insufficiently represent the interests 
of these groups. While ideally the interests of future generations would be mainstreamed, the 
authors argue that proxy-style mechanisms for representing future generations should urgently 
be pursued as a parallel strategy. This book analyses existing institutions in the UN which 
indirectly represent vulnerable groups and uses a novel combination of legal and philosophical 
methods based in the tradition of John Dewey’s pragmatism and international legal realism. 
The chapters include case studies of climate change cases brought before international courts, 
tribunals, and the UN envoy to demonstrate how representation of future generations can be 
implemented to bring about institutional reforms. Written in accessible language, it will make 
a useful reference for researchers, graduate students, and policymakers in international envi-
ronmental law, global environmental governance, and environmental philosophy.
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The Earth System Governance Project was established in 2009 as a core project of the 
International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change. Since 
then, the Project has evolved into the largest social science research network in the area 
of sustainability and governance. The Earth System Governance Project explores political 
solutions and novel, more effective governance mechanisms to cope with the current 
transitions in the socio-ecological systems of our planet. The normative context of this 
research is sustainable development; earth system governance is not only a question of 
institutional effectiveness, but also of political legitimacy and social justice.

The Earth System Governance series with Cambridge University Press publishes 
the main research findings and synthesis volumes from the Project’s first ten years of 
operation.
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