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Objective: To cost outputs of a hospitalgroup providing psychiatricand
geriau1c inpatient and oUlpatient cue. This study seeks to relate the
costsof caringunits(a) to their OUlput in order to obtain the real cost of
care;(b) to theirreceipts inorder to evaluateto whalextent the purchase
pricecoverscosts of production.
Method: Usingtraditionalccst-aceounting lCChniques. we dividedthe
295cost centres into 129producer unitsand 166overheadunits whose
costswere shared among the forrrer,on an allocation basisappropriate
foreachoverhead uniL We estimated researchcostsandexcluded them
fromthefinalcalculation. The completecost of each producer unit was
dividedby the numberof units of output. to obtain an averagecost of
productiolL
Conclusions: We identified 11 health care outputs for which it was
possible to calculate an average cost of production. and withwhich it was
possible to comapre the income. In addition. this exercise gave us
Information on the cost of research in these university hospitalsand ont
he degree to which. loss or profit was madeon servicesto personnel.
Thenext phaseof the studyinvolves relating unitcosts to patientstreated
inorder to obtain the cost of illnessto the hospitalsconcerned.
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Numerous studiesshow thepersistence of negative attitudes of thepublic

towazdo thementally ,II Inspiteof theinsertion ofpsydUatry inthe

community, IlCreolypCI andllismarisallon of psydUatric patlcnls didIlOl

change accordingly Analysil oftheinfonnation coming from themodia

indicate that theirmessages arestillreinforcing theseopiniON.

Moreover an important gapexistsbetween thebelieflof thepopulation and

present psychialnc knowledge. Representations of psych..tnc disorders. of

etiologicalfactors. andof thecharacteristics attnbutcd to thementally ,II

(violence. personal responsability, bad prognosis)arconlyIhghtly

differentiated Attitudes toward! psychiatricUcallncnts are mali<ed with

cIiltlUlt towards psychiatrists andespecially towards ncurolcplK:l.

Nevertheless sometherapeutical approaches IUch u ptycholhcrapy and

rcIaxati... gainedpublicacceptance even if some of theirindtcatiON areIlOl

relevant from a psychiatricpointof VlCW.

In~ons amanamcdicaI studc:nta. health professiOll&1s. patients and

their families show thatthese allltudcs and beliefs canbemodified. More

important changes would facilitate thereintcgralJon of thementally ill into

their oociaI _Ii< andinto socic:ly at large.
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For many mentally ill persons stigma has cmerged to be • "second
illness", Stigmatizationhas to be managedby patients and therapists
as well as e.g. schizophrenia, Susan Sontag has demonstrated in her
(amousessays · Dness IS Metaphor" and "Aids lnd lIS Metaphors" lhal
there is a close link between stigma and metaphoric use of illness.
This is underlined by the use of Schizophrenia as a metaphor in
German language newspapers. In 40% (NUl to 60% (taz) the term
is used as a metaphor. In none of the cases is the connotation
positive. It is clear that this cannot be without inntuence to public
attitudes on mental illness.
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tMACE DE LA MALADIE MENTALE DANS LA rOrULATION SUISSE
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Une enqu"e coneemanl 10 "lgmoIISotion de Ie malodle menlole dons

fa populotlon JVIl.le - finclnc4. pa lundbec:k ISu's••) SA. . a." .Hoc­

'vee par GIS, vn IndUvl de .ondoge d 'oplnlon. zurlcnall. en 199~. Le

questioMore a .1. .labor. pOr un groupe de mededns-cheh

d'lnsll1v'jons I>lych'alrlque••ville., dont I'oulevr de I'expo.' Celie

<ltud. etoil cense. .ervlr d'analy.e de. dlgmale. au polnl ze'o d'un.

campagne de deJligma1isaflOt\ d. gronde onve'Q"'. coneemont to

maladl. mentale en Sul..e,

Le. princlpaux ".vlla" de cene .nqui!e ,onlle••ulvanh:

- La "'auen.. de Ia moIadie e.l ICI'gemenl,ovl-e.fim'• •

- II exlsle vn manque d'lnlonnation concemanl Ia maladie menta l. en

g6n6rol. manque qlA •• lrodull par vn cerloln nombfe de p"6Ivg6.

...on.o~ leb I' avlo...spansabIUI. dv paHenl pour .a malad1e. \Q co­

.e,pONObllll. de 10temlle d 'origlne. Ie omoc'''e "",len' dv P<l~en'

e t Ie pronD.llc .ombre de Ia moladle.

- L'ampleur del .Uomate. a 6" 6volu6e de manl"'e Indir ec1e en ee­
lonl 10 que,t1on .ulvanle: II VOIll ovlez de. prablimel p.vchlque., Is

qui demonderiez-vou. conseU Celie que.lion a pv men,e en .vi­
denee la canna nee que la papvlatlon porle au medeclt\ de lamllle •

p1ut6t qu 'aUll .p<lclalble. -, mab 'oalemenl la m6110neepor1<1e CUll

volslN .t QVlI co l60uel de Iroval L.I itlgmot•• lonll. maIN P/onon­

"'. doru 10populonon Ie.,.,., ...boIne el d. '''''''0110'1 .vp6tievre en

Sul.. e onemonde
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