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Editorial Policy

THE BEHAVIORAL AND BRAIN SCIENCES (BBS) is an
international journal providing a special service called Open
Peer Commentary* to researchers in any area of psychology,
neuroscience, behavioral biology, or cognitive science who
wish to solicit, from fellow specialists within and across these
BBS disciplines, multiple responses to a particularly signifi-
cant and controversial piece of work. (See Instructions for
Authors and Commentators, inside back cover.) The purpose
of this service is to contribute to the communication, criti-
cism, stimulation, and particularly the unification of research
in the behavioral and brain sciences, from molecular neuro-
biology to artificial intelligence and the philosophy of mind.

Papers judged by the editors and referees to be appropri-
ate for Commentary are circulated to a large number of
commentators selected by the editors, referees, and author to
provide substantive criticism, interpretation, elaboration, and
pertinent complementary and supplementary material from
a full cross-disciplinary perspective. The article, accepted
commentaries, and the author’s response then appear simulta-
neously in BBS.

The service of Open Peer Commentary is primarily
devoted to original articles appearing first in BBS, but it will
occasionally be extended to a recent book or already
published paper widely judged to be particularly appropriate
for Commentary. The editorial office will consider recom-
mendations from the BBS readership concerning possible
topics, authors or already published materials for future BBS
Commentary. (Please consult the criteria for accepting manu-
scripts in the Instructions, inside back cover.)

Commentary on BBS articles may be provided by any
qualified professional in the behavioral and brain sciences,
but much of it is drawn from a large body of BBS Associates
who have become formally affiliated with the project.

A qualified professional is eligible to become a BBS
Associate if he or she has (1) been nominated by a current
BBS Associate, (2) refereed for BBS, or (3) had a commentary

*Modelled on the '‘CA Comment’ service of the journal
Current Anthropology.

or article accepted for publication. Individuals interested in
serving as BBS Associates are asked to write to the editor.
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