
From the Editor

Articles in this issue cover a chronological range from the Safavid period to the
twentieth century. They deal mostly with historiographical and cultural aspects
of national identity, its endogenous roots and external sources, and its signifi-
cance. For the bringing together of this issue I am indebted to Mohamad Tava-
koli-Targhi who solicited some of the articles and helped throughout the produc-
tion. My thanks are also due to Houchang Chehabi for his assistance.
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