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The two known spicules on which A. rusticum was based ap-
parently lack proximal and distal rays, and may well be from a
Gondekia, although they could equally well represent surficial
spicules of a species of Astraeospongium. Description of species
based on isolated spicules should be discontinued, although
occurrences of such spicules should be noted because they com-
monly are the only evidence in many assemblages of the pres-
ence of heteractinid sponges.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Since the publication of Directory of Paleontologists of the World 5th Edition, 1989, Rex Doescher
has been updating this directory on a computer database. If you would like to correct errors or update
information in the 5th edition or be included in this computer file, please send the following information
to Rex Doescher, NHB E-207, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 20560, USA.

Family Name or Surname; Individual Name or First Name and Middle Initial; Address (Institution
if any, street number or post office box, city, state/province, country and postal code); Business phone
number (including city or state area code), Fax number, and/or E-mail address; Principal areas of
study, either systematic, e.g., Brachiopoda, or Topical, e.g., Evolution — maximum of two specializations
on fossil groups with stratigraphic range geographical area of interest—list higher taxonomic categories,

e.g., Phylum or Division, Class or Order.

Example of Entry: Grant, Richard E., Natural History Bldg. E-207, Smithsonian Institution, Wash-
ington, DC 20560, USA. (202) 357-2211/2405, Fax: (202) 786-2832, E-mail: MNHPB002@SIVM.
Brachiopoda: Permian, W. USA, Tethys. Biostratigraphy, Ecology, Functional Morphology.
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