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Abstract

This article argues that antifascism began to acquire a new meaning in the early 1990s, making a
vital contribution to the emergence of a national antiracism movement in Italy and the spread of
an antiracist culture built on new foundations. This thesis is based on observations of Italian soci-
ety. The first section reconstructs the operations of the association Senzaconfine and analyses the
contents of its publication of the same name. The middle section describes an exhibition entitled La
menzogna della razza, its connection to the ‘Pantera’ student protest movement and its continued trav-
els around Italy until recent years. The final section is dedicated to the reaction of several segments of
the youth population and political community to the neofascist Luca Traini’s attempted racial mas-
sacre in Macerata in 2018. The article concludes that although the new focus on antiracism is not the
only way the Italian antifascist tradition is being remoulded, it remains one of the most important,
given the issues we face in a globalised, postcolonial world.
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In the past, we have sometimes played – and I use this
provocative phrase deliberately – at ‘cheering on’ the
struggles for liberation taking place in far-off lands. Now
the contradiction is affecting us, becoming entwined with
the already serious contradictions in our supposed wellbe-
ing. And it turns out that what we thought was our niche
is actually a cave full of monsters … we discover that the
problem is still here, at the heart of the empire.1

Enzo Mazzi (1990)

Introduction

In the early 1990s, the Italian Republic suffered a crisis that had a profound effect on
antifascism (Luzzatto 2004). The disappearance of the parties that wrote the country’s con-
stitution and the emergence of post-constitutional parties like the Northern League, Forza
Italia, National Alliance and – later – the Five Star Movement, weakened the inherent link
between antifascism and Italy’s political sphere. The dissolution of the Italian Communist
Party (PCI) had a particularly strong bearing – impossible to calculate precisely – on the
weakening of antifascism in both local and national institutions. The PCI’s legitimacy in
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the postwar years was grounded in its fight against the Fascist regime, making it one of the
strongest conveyors of thismemory. In the decades that followed, while formally the Italian
constitution retained its antifascist foundations, this anchor point – symbolic yet with
myriad tangible effects – was dismantled more and more broadly (Bernardi 2019). The vic-
tory of a party (Brothers of Italy) with direct links to the history of Italian neofascism in the
2022 elections and Giorgia Meloni’s appointment as prime minister in October that same
year was both a result of that crisis and a driver of it. On the one hand, it reflected the loss
of the antifascist tradition that had already occurred. And on the other hand, as soon as the
new government took office, it set to work methodically demolishing any remaining traces
of antifascism, paving the way for a change to the constitution and the creation of a new
republic with alternative foundations.

However, between the SecondWorldWar and the early 1990s, antifascismwasmore than
simply a set of rules, a form of public rhetoric and the inspiration for the Italian state’s
basic laws. It was also a project that sought – in a positive sense – to loosen the shack-
les of democracy, which as the generations passed took the form of new social groups,
responding to emerging political issues and periodically redefining its meaning (Rapini
2005). We can therefore call it a generative tradition, rooted in Italian society. Viewed from
this perspective, this article ponders whether, if one observes Italian society – as opposed
to its political parties or institutions – from the 1990s to the present day, one can find
traces of antifascism being very much alive, and having taken on another new meaning.
Given the vast scale and unexplored nature of this subject, in the following pages we will
limit our observations to a few experiences (an association and its magazine, a movement,
an exhibition and a unique protest), before suggesting some hypotheses to test in future
research.

Senzaconfine

A series of closely interconnected problems arose in late-1980s Italy that the governing
parties found themselves unable to tackle. The presence of foreign residents had long since
moved from something unusual and temporary to a permanent state of affairs, reflecting
Italy’s transition from a country of emigration to one of immigration like France, Germany
and the UK (Colucci 2018). The working conditions this low-cost workforce experienced in
the agricultural, industrial and care industries were often terrible (Gambino 1989). Racism
– a poisonous and extremely deep-rooted phenomenon that had never disappeared in Italy
– seized on the figure of the vu cumprà andmarocchino – to use the typical public parlance of
the day (Cuffaro 1989a) – as the latest subject to racialise (Fracassi 1989). Alongside racism,
a newwave of neofascism also emerged that strayed into emulating the illegal actions of the
Nazi groups that had sprung up in Germany during its reunification (Cipriani and Giardoni
1989; Uesseler 1989; Walraff 1989). It was already patently clear that legislation on immi-
gration and on citizenship more generally was required (Mosca 1989; Cuffaro 1989b). A few
small amendments aside, the law in force at the time dated back to 1912, based on the prin-
ciple of jus sanguinis and introduced to maintain emigrants’ connection to Italy (Bussotti
2002).

In summer 1989, a tragic event occurred that triggered a series of demonstrations and
ultimately led to a national antiracism movement. The unusual breadth of the protests,
their impact on society and the qualitative leap in the reflections on the country’s various
problems signalled the end of a period where the only associations tackling racism were
the more traditional Catholic and trade union organisations (Rebughini 2000; Della Porta
1999). Those involved in this new phase now felt part of a collective group or movement,
based on a new set of premises (Senzaconfine 1990a; Naletto and Trillini 1996).
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Jerry Essan Masslo, a citizen of the racist Republic of South Africa, requested asy-
lum upon arrival in Italy in March 1988. Although it should have been guaranteed by
the Italian constitution, his application was rejected. Armed solely with a temporary
permit, he only managed to land insecure and underpaid jobs, and ended up receiv-
ing support from the Community of Sant’Egidio in Rome. He decried his experience of
racism from Italians in an interview with Massimo Ghirelli on the television channel
Rai 2:

I don’t want to see the things I experienced in South Africa here in Italy. They are
really happening here in Italy. No Black person, no African forgets what racism is,
and I have experienced it here: it is unacceptable. I have seen things that should not
be happening here in Italy with my own eyes. No Black person, no African can put up
with this situation, nor understand racism (Masslo 1989).

Jerry Masslo was killed in a raid during the night of 23–24 August at Villa Literno, where he
had gone to work as a tomato picker. The reaction to his death was a watershed moment
(Colucci 2022). Just over amonth later, labourers – almost all immigrants, supported by var-
ious associations and trade unions –managed to organise a strike that blocked illegal hiring
for a day (Colucci and Mangano 2019). This was followed on 7 October by a large antiracism
demonstration, attended by around 200,000 people. One of its organisers was Abba Danna,
president of Coordinamento Immigrati Sud delMondo, an organisation founded at the start
of that year, and a member of the Associazione Ricreativa Culturale Italiana (ARCI) (Danna
1989). The number of organisations who signed up to take part rose quickly, eventually
reaching 500. As well as expressing people’s personal anger, the event provided a politi-
cal platform that demanded civil and political rights for immigrants, recalling the ‘strong
roots of democracy and solidarity in Italy’. It also established a national convention for the
end of the year, which sought to create a permanent structure for the Italian antiracism
movement and to draft a bill of rights.

Although the convention was a success, the structure failed to materialise and the bill of
rights did not achieve full consensus. Divided into 15 articles, it included the right to asylum
– denied to JerryMasslo – regardless of place of origin; jus soli (the granting of citizenship at
birth); the recognition of dual citizenship; the right to vote in local, national and European
elections after two years of living on Italian soil; equal rights for anyone resident in Italy
regarding access to work, healthcare, education and accommodation; and the introduction
of a law prohibiting ‘any promotion of national, ethnic or religious hatred’ (Senzaconfine
1990b).

Antifascism was merely a background element that stimulated the political culture of
the socialist and communist, secular and Catholic organisations involved, as also shown by
the references to many articles of the constitution. However, some of the groups perceived
the link between that political tradition and antiracism more clearly than others, consid-
ering it a key battleground for expanding democracy in this new historical period. This
was certainly the case for the association Senzaconfine, a ‘multicoloured meeting place’
founded around this time in Rome to promote ‘effective assimilation of all minorities […]
and to build a society that is not grounded in competition, profit and exploitation’.2

Senzaconfine’s operations were based on voluntary work by a mixed group of Italians
and foreigners. Its president was Eugenio Melandri (1948–2019), a missionary who,
‘bringing together his faith and a passion for society and politics’, worked to rid the
world of poverty and injustice and to promote peace (Zanotelli 2019; Un ponte per…
2019). Dino Frisullo (1952–2003) was the group’s secretary.3 A passionate supporter
of the liberation movements of countries in the Global South and of their right to
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self-determination – particularly the Palestinians and Kurds (Frisullo 2000) – Frisullo was
a tireless organiser, a builder of relationships and a man of action. He soon became the
leading figure in immigrants’ nascent self-organisation in Rome (Senzaconfine 2023).

Between 1989 and 1994, the association published a magazine of the same name4 that
framed racism and antiracism within wider criticism of the Western development model
and its cultural forms.5

In an editorial marking the launch of a new monthly series (Figure 1), which corre-
spondedwith the 500th anniversary of the discovery of America, Melandri tackled the topic
of colonialism as a ‘symbolic order’ (Melandri 1991). The perception of White, Christian
Europe as a superior civilisation, so clearly evident throughout colonial history, had trig-
gered – in his view – a long chain of events from the slave trade through to the contempo-
rary racist and xenophobic uprisings. Citing Frantz Fanon and Jean-Paul Sartre, Melandri
hoped that Europeans would decolonise themselves by undergoing ‘a painful operation’ to
eradicate ‘the colonist found in each and every one of us’, and especially the untouchable
one found in ‘government cabinets’ (Melandri 1992). This sensitivity ensured the magazine
immediately grasped the political scope of Mexican neozapatismo and its potential to act as
the spark for the first protests against globalisation in Europe (Melandri 1994; Senzaconfine
1994). It published articles on these topics that predated the New Global movements that
sprung up at the end of the decade (Andretta et al. 2002).

TheMancino law, enacted on 25 June 1993, provided a litmus test for the rise in neofascist
violence in the early 1990s. The law sought to put a stop to the spread of neofascist groups
and their propaganda, and to halt the frequent racist attacks. Senzaconfine monitored all
these aspects continuously (Nicotra 1992; Manzi 1992; Frisullo 1993), enabling Dino Frisullo
to explicitly describe the issue of the clash between antifascism and antiracism as being
on the agenda of both the magazine and the antiracism movement as a whole. Far from
taking a placatory position, this article highlighted the existing fault lines in the antifascist
arena. Frisullo identified, on one side, ‘generic’, ‘ritual’ and ‘celebratory’ antifascism, which
was very sensitive to antisemitism and considered the memory of the Holocaust to be an
integral part of its own historical memory. In Italy, the memory of the extermination of
the Jews and the racial laws was for many years contained within the antifascist memory,
before it took on its own independent significance in the 1980s (Focardi 2018). According
to Frisullo, however, this group, while always showing solidarity with the Roman Jewish
communitywhenever itwas subjected to threats or slights,was lesswell equipped to decode
other forms of racism, particularly when it was directed towards immigrants and Muslims.

On the other side, there was the antifascism promoted by younger people. Often closely
linked to associations and social centres working with immigrants, they had lost trust both
in ‘generic’ antifascism and in the Roman Jewish community which – often resorting to
‘Holocaust theology’ – blindly supported the State of Israelwithout acknowledging the colo-
nial dimension of the occupation or the Palestinians’ rights. These two components, Frisullo
continued, expressed and combined antifascism and antiracism differently, and sometimes
did not understand one another, on occasions even finding themselves in conflict and on
opposing sides.

Pacifist and non-violent antifascism and antiracismmade up a third and final group, and
this segment had a prominent role within Senzaconfine. Frisullo argued that these fault
lines needed to be overcome by drawing on people’s memories of suffering, marginality
and exploitation, which could counter the proliferation of ‘community, ethnic or religious
identities’ and instead provide a platform for assembling a newuniversalist antifascism and
antiracism, based on mutual acceptance. For Frisullo, however, this was not an abstract,
purely moral or moralising acceptance, but rather one embodied ‘in terms of solidarity
among the oppressed’ and ‘against common enemies’ (Frisullo 1992).
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Figure 1. Senzaconfine, no. 1, 1991. Source:Archivio del Museo Storico di Trento, photographed by the author.

With this inmind, Senzaconfinewas one of the founders in 1994 of the Rete nazionale anti-
razzista (National Antiracism Network), one of the rare examples of the Italian antiracism
movement coming together on a national scale. Frisullo was one of its spokespeople,
alongside anthropologist Annamaria Rivera and Udo Enwereuzor (later replaced by Andrea
Mormiroli). The network – which was active until 1997 – brought together 140 grass-
roots groups and various associations, including, at the beginning, the Italian General
Confederation of Labour (CGIL) and ARCI. Senzaconfine’s work and viewpoint were embed-
ded in its operations, as shown by the subjects of the three citizens’ initiative bills the
network prepared, although they never went to a vote: the transfer of responsibility for
residency from the police to local bodies; the granting of the right to vote to all foreign
citizens who have lived in Italy for at least five years; and the reform of the legal system
regarding Italian citizenship, altering the newly established 1992 law,which felt outdated as
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soon as it was introduced (Rivera 2023). The debates held during the law’s development and
its content showed that, across the board, political elites were more interested in cajoling
Italianswhohadmoved abroad thanfinding a positiveway to govern the reality of immigra-
tion, which was already clearly a structural phenomenon. Both the work of the associations
and the first forms of migrant engagement and active citizenship were therefore ignored
(Morozzo della Rocca 2014).

From Pantera to ‘race’

At the same time as the antiracism movement was emerging, another movement was find-
ing its own language and ways of bringing together antifascism and antiracism: Pantera.
The namewas derived both from a news item and from the history of protestmovements. A
pantherwas apparently spotted in the Lazio countryside in that period, and this proud,wild
animal, on the run from a circus, provided an irresistible symbol with which to identify for
the young university students who opposed the reforms being introduced by the minister
Antonio Ruberti, and who wanted to avoid being ‘captured’. The panther was also, how-
ever, the symbol of one of the most radical African American parties (Figure 2): the Black
Panther Party (BPP). Despite the clear difference between historical fascism and the liberal-
democratic political system of 1960s USA, the BPPmaintained that the differencewasmuch
lessmarked for African Americans, whowere racialised, discriminated against and still seg-
regated in certain urban areas and social settings,making both the fight against fascism and
racism and the push to transform capitalism relevant in a contemporary context (Cleaver
2020; Black Panther Party 2020).

The Italian ‘panthers’ – albeit with differences between the various groups – drewon this
imagery and on Italian political tradition, and reformulated both within the new national
and international context (Palombi and Ferri 2020; Cominu and Perrone 2023). During a
historical period when racism and neo-Nazism were re-emerging rapidly in reaction to
increasing immigration levels, themovement –whichdescribed itself as antifascist – shifted
antiracism closer to a reflection on the constitution and citizenship:

[T]he right to study is one of the rights connected to being a member of society, a
right that comes with citizenship, like the right to work, to a home and to be healthy.
It comprises the right to knowledge, or rather to access the places where knowledge
is processed, and this means asking a huge question about democracy. And democ-
racy means considering a culture full of differences and seeing it in a different light:
as something enriching and stimulating for all; in otherwords, fighting to ensure that
the tools of knowledge and the places knowledge is produced, socialised and accessed
are the legacy of all the differences expressed in our social and cultural context,
including those that until now have remained at the margins and which therefore
must be able to play an active role. Education based on accepting others’ differences
is enriched by diversity and affirms the positive value of different views of the world,
standing on the front line in the fight against marginalisation and racism. (Il graffio
della pantera 1990a)

This statement of principle was followed by initiatives in places like Milan, Florence,
Rome and Bologna in support of and in solidarity with immigrants and to campaign for
their rights (Falciola 2020). One of the moments where the bond between antifascism and
antiracism was strongest was the full week of protests Pantera organised in Rome for
Liberation Day, culminating on 25 April 1990 with their attendance at the rally held by the
United Asian Workers Association, a group representing people with extremely precarious
working conditions. A document produced by the movement explained the bond in these
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Figure 2. Symbol of the Black Panther Party, adopted as a logo by the Pantera movement. Source: Leggo, 20 January
2020.

terms: ‘the partisans who fought against Fascism also fought against that regime’s anti-
semitism. It is no stretch to connect the partisan struggle of 45 years ago with the antiracist
battle of the present day’ (Il graffio della pantera 1990b).

When the Pantera movement broke up, having largely merged with the pacifist move-
ment against the war in Iraq, a small number of students from the groups that had formed
in the faculties of literature and education at the University of Bologna tried to find a
way to continue their intellectual and antifascist political engagement. Giuliana Benvenuti,
Riccardo Bonavita, Gianluca Gabrielli and Rossella Ropa decided to organise an exhibition
on racism under Fascism, together with Mauro Raspanti from the Centro ‘Furio Jesi’,6 an
institution founded in the late 1980s to study right-wing culture and its past and present
ramifications, particularly in relation to Julius Evola’s ‘spiritual racism’. The link to left-
wing historian and writer Furio Jesi (1941–80) (Manera 2012) leaves no doubt as to this
group’s political leanings. Its members were not only of the same generation, they also
shared a desire to fight the political climate of the time and to eradicate – once and for all –
the deeply rooted and diverse racism that persisted in the country. A preparatory document
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for the exhibition, later repeated to a large extent in the introduction to the catalogue,
noted:

[F]ollowing the numerous generic and abstract discussions on racism, which have
produced full-blown rhetoric on the moralising and ineffective nature of antiracism,
we have decided to ascertain in historical terms what Fascist racism actually was, and
what impact it had on Italian society at the time. …A specific topic, therefore, …which
also helps us to understand the specific forms that racial discrimination takes today,
both through the things that have remained the same and the profound differences
and changes that have occurred.7

Underpinning everything, however, was a common identification with the antifascist tra-
dition; indeed, they considered the exhibition a way to continue that tradition in the new
political era. This goal comes across very strongly in the exhibition’s preparatory docu-
ments.8 A striking example is the choice of a poem by Franco Fortini – Complicità – to
conclude a file summarising the project:

Per ognuno di noi che dimentica For every one of us who forgets

c’è un operaio della Ruhr che cancella There’s a worker in Ruhr who slowly

lentamente se stesso e le cifre erases himself and the figures

che gli incisero sul braccio his – and our – lords engraved

i suoi signori e nostri. on his arm.

Per ognuno di noi che rinuncia For every one of us who gives up

un minatore delle Asturie dovrà credere a miner in Asturias will have to believe

a una seta di viola e d’argento in a purple and silver silk

e una donna d’Algeri sognerà and a woman fromAlgiers will dream

d’essere vile e felice. of cowardice and happiness.

Per ognuno di noi che acconsente For every one of us who agrees

vive un ragazzo triste che ancora non sa there is a sad boy who still doesn’t know

quanto odierà di esistere. how much he will hate his existence.

Written in 1955, the poem invited readers to imagine the Resistance as a permanent
commitment, and to fight any concessions, or – as the title puts it – complicity. As Gianluca
Gabrielli noted recently, Fortini was one of the authors who spent time with the Pantera
group. Indeed, in late 1989, he and classicist and historian Luciano Canfora were invited
to the university for a conference on historical revisionism (Gabrielli 2024). But Fortini
was also Riccardo Bonavita’s favourite author, to whom he would dedicate his entire doc-
toral thesis a few years later (Bonavita 2017). Bonavita was certainly one of the people
who identified most strongly with antifascism and felt an urgent need for contemporary
political engagement (Benvenuti 2024). Opting for Fortini’s poem established the group’s
position within a precise and instantly recognisable historical legacy – a smart decision
that meant there was no need to use the word ‘antifascism’, because antifascism provided
the (upstream) condition of possibility for the choice itself.

The exhibition – soon named La menzogna della razza (The Lie of Race) – was held in the
Archginnasio Municipal Library in Bologna from 27 October to 10 December 1994, and
featured approximately 300 items from around 50 different archives and libraries.9 The
event was made possible by the support of Nazareno Pisauri (1940–2016), director of the
Emilia-Romagna region’s Institute for Artistic, Cultural and Natural Heritage (IBACN), who
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Figure 3. Exhibition catalogue for La Menzogna della Razza. Graphic design by Andrea Rauch. Source: Personal
Archive of Andrea Rapini.

managed to raise over 150million lire, enough to cover all the costs of the exhibition, related
activities and catalogue (Centro Furio Jesi 1994), and worked hard himself to spread the
word across Italy.10

Pisauri, who belonged to the same generation as Melandri and Frisullo, and, like the
latter, had experience in the New Left (Bazzocchi 2016; Campioni 2016), fell in love with the
project, which matched his civil and political leanings. The people to whom he assigned
practical and organisational tasks were all of the same political persuasion, and so became
personally involved in the project andwent far beyond their assigned tasks. Giovanni Serpe,
who was the director of the region’s historical archives at the time, played a particularly
noteworthy role. In a draft article for the magazine IBC, which described and promoted the
activities of the IBACN, he wrote:

[N]owadays, in 1994, where it turns out that there is no such thing as fascism, but
rather many fascisms, historically determined, with original forms, the only thing
we know about these days is that they will end in a fascism, isolated yet crystal-clear
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signals of which are already visible, which we will later recall and recount how we
lived through them .11

The exhibitionwas divided into three sections. The first – Pregiudizio e propaganda (Prejudice
and Propaganda) – featured a display of humorous journals, comics, colonial postcards
and popular novels. The second – L’ideologia (Ideology) – analysed the various categories
of racism: biological racism, national racism, esoteric-traditionalist racism, Catholic anti-
Judaism and fascist antisemitism. And the third tackled Prassi persecutoria (Persecution
in Practice), both in colonial settings and within Italy itself. The exhibition’s underlying
interpretative approach and method were crystal clear: racism was a single phenomenon,
divided up into different stereotypes and devices, but which all treated certain groups
of people (Africans, homosexuals, Jews or ‘gypsies’) as inferior. Although denied by a
certain proportion of historians (De Felice 1993) and by Italians’ own self-representation,
racism was not imported from Nazi Germany following the laws of 1938: Italy had
its own deep-rooted tradition too, and the authors saw its worrying persistence over
time.

Considering La menzogna della razza as nothing more than a local cultural event would
be a mistake: its reception and the way it travelled around Italy gave it both political
and social importance. Before it even opened, an article by Giorgio Fabre previewing vari-
ous documents showing that Mussolini wanted to take the internment of Jews up a level
even before the time of the Italian Social Republic (Fabre 1994) led to an active discus-
sion in the press involving a vast range of titles: Panorama, la Repubblica, la Stampa, l’Unità,
l’Avvenire, il Popolo, l’Unione sarda, il Resto del carlino, il Messaggero, il manifesto and il sole 24
ore. Renzo De Felice – undoubtedly one of the organising group’s leading polemicists –
also weighed in. And Rai 3, Rete 7 and Telecentro-Telesanterno all sent teams to film news
reports.

The event’s reach and its visitor numbers for the Bologna dates led the organisers –
in agreement with the IBACN – to create an abridged version to tour around the whole
of Italy. The exhibition had always been designed specifically to have an impact on mass
culture, rather than targeting solely ‘high culture’ or a small group of specialists. The
Laboratorio Nazionale per la Didattica della Storia (National History Education Laboratory)
was involved alongside the Istituto storico della Resistenza dell’Emilia-Romagna (Emilia-
Romagna Historical Institute of the Resistance). Three secondary school teachers – Nadia
Baiesi, Alessandra Deoriti and Anna Grattarola – devised some potential teaching pro-
grammes that accompanied the exhibition in many cities, and so resurrected the idea of
working with schools and the general public.12 Between 1995 and 2003, schools, associa-
tions and municipalities in an impressive 30 different cities asked to host the exhibition.13

Eleven years after its launch, Riccardo Bonavita, Gianluca Gabrielli and Rossella Ropa
curated a new version of the exhibition entitled L’offesa della razza (The Insult of Race). Held
once again in Bologna, in the Palazzo dell’Archiginnasio, from 27 January to 26 February
2005, the exhibition took on a fresh lease of life, and continued to spread antiracist senti-
ments, reworked to suit the new global context, until 2013 (Bonavita, Gabrielli and Ropa
2005).14

‘Comincia con F ma non è follia’

While the two versions of the exhibition were travelling around the country, and Italy was
becoming increasingly harsh and splintered as a result of the tensions caused by globalisa-
tion (Crainz 2016, 294–366), the redefinition of antifascism and its connection to antiracism
followed a meandering and as yet unexplored path.
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Take, for example, the series of protests that came to a head in Genoa in 2001. While
antifascism was certainly not centre stage at these events, the young people who took
part in the social forums held before, during and after those dramatic days (19–21 July)
would certainly not have accepted being defined as not antifascist, afascist or even anti-
antifascist. They joined – without fanfare – the internationalist and anticolonial tradition
of antifascism, which acted almost like a type of amniotic fluid. Despite the young people’s
attempts to differentiate themselves from previous generations and from the rhetorical
use of antifascism (Wu Ming 2003), the new organisational forms developed within this
tradition, as seen in the influence of the CLN (the National Liberation Committee) on the
social forums themselves. The main content underpinning the protests also came from
this tradition: nation states’ failure to properly tackle the brutality of globalisation and
its neocolonial function; criticism of the financial elites and demands for more demo-
cratic decision-making processes; environmental catastrophe; the impoverishment of the
most destitute parts of the world; the right to asylum; and a redefinition of citizenship
on a supranational scale. Antiracism was another key topic motivating the protestors;
indeed, the first large demonstration (held on 19 July) was dedicated to migrant rights
and fighting racism. This topic was particularly potent for the movement’s Italian contin-
gent, since immigration had been one of the most fiercely debated topics in the recently
concluded election campaign (Marini 2002), and the new Berlusconi government (his
second term in office) was preparing to deliver the ‘Bossi-Fini law’, which sought to
reduce foreigners’ opportunities for accessing the country. Essentially, antifascism was an
implicit assumption that did not need to be spelled out. However, it was ready to react,
to speak out and drive engagement in the situations where democracy seemed most at
risk: when slogans praising Pinochet and Mussolini or mobile ringtones of the Fascist
hymn Faccetta nera were heard at the barracks in Bolzaneto (Sammartano 2013); when
faced with the ‘butchery’ at the Diaz Pertini school in Genoa (Fournier 2007); or in the
protests in various cities against the persistent threat of neofascism, from CasaPound to
Forza Nuova (Becucci 2003). The memories of the people involved and the oral history
collections released in the years that followed (Bracaglia and Denegri 2020; Bracaglia,
Salvatori and Tiburzio 2021; Monteventi 2021; Proglio 2021) can all be read from this
perspective.

The alter-globalisation movement in Genoa had identified a menace that was destined
to continue to grow relentlessly: the criminalisation of immigrants and increasingly fre-
quent cases of racism. The constant rise in the number of foreign nationals in Italy in the
previous decade and the public visibility of refugees following various humanitarian crises
(in Tunisia, Libya and Syria) were used in the media and by right-wing parties – and in
certain cases on the left too – to turn immigration from a social and political problem,
which could bemanaged using standard tools andmedium-term planning, into a perpetual
‘emergency’ and security issue (Miraglia and Naletto 2020; Colucci 2018, 133–187). It was
no coincidence that the interior minister, Roberto Maroni of the Northern League, chose
the name pacchetto sicurezza (security package) for the next large-scale legislation on the
subject, launched in 2008, while the financial crisis, which exploded that same year, had a
serious impact on the living andworking conditions of immigrants and theworking classes.
These changes went hand in hand with an increase in episodes of racism, which, in those
years, primarily involved violence against migrants (Lunaria 2020, 6). On 14 September
2008, a 19-year-old boy called Abdoul Guiebre, known to everyone as Abba, was killed by
the owners of a coffee shop in Milan after he stole a packet of biscuits. They shouted ‘sporco
negro’ (dirty nigger)15 at him, then beat him up. On 18 September, six workers from Ghana
(Kwame Julius Francis, Affun Yeboa Eric, Christopher Adams, El Hadji Ababa, Samuel Kwako
and Jeemes Alex), with no links to organised crime, were slaughtered in Castel Volturno
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by a group of hitmen from the Camorra’s Casalesi clan. Racism was given as an aggra-
vating factor in the killers’ guilty verdict. In 2010 in Rosarno, a village in the province of
Reggio Calabria, where fruit-picking was entrusted to an exploited immigrant workforce
that endured incredibly tough living conditions, immigrants were attacked several times
and subjected to various punitive expeditions, with kneecappings and air rifle shots fired.
Riots then broke out, which received a great deal of public attention. In 2011, the neofas-
cist Gianluca Casseri killed two Senegalese immigrants – Diop Mour and Samb Modou – in
Florence with a 357 Magnum, injuring a third, Sougou Mor. In July 2016, Amedeo Mancini,
who also had close ties to fascist groups, killed Nigerian refugee Emmanuel Chidi Nanmdi
in Fermo with a punch, after Nanmdi had tried to defend his partner whom the Italian
had called an ‘African monkey’. These are just the most serious cases; merely the tip of the
iceberg. The true extent of the phenomenon is revealed in data collected by the associa-
tion Lunaria, which began collating episodes of racist violence (verbal and physical attacks,
damage to property or possessions, and discrimination) in 2007, the year they really started
to escalate.

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total
number
of cases
of racist
violence

125 149 393 325 550 510 893 1417 737 524 574 644

(Source: Lunaria 2020, 75)

Something unusual occurred in 2018. Compared to the picture we have just painted, the
new element was not the racist violence that unfolded, nor its fascist origin, but rather the
perhaps unprecedented jointmobilisation of antifascismand antiracism.On 31 January that
year, 18-year-old PamelaMastropietrowas killed not far fromMacerata, a city in theMarche
region in the east of Italy. The investigators’ inquiries into her death immediately focused
on Innocent Oseghale, a Senegalese immigrant with previous drug-related convictions.16

Three days later, Luca Traini, a young man from a nearby village, decided to ‘avenge’ the
killing and ‘get justice by killing Blacks’ (Tonacci 2018).17 On arriving inMacerata, he began
to shoot randomly at people with black skin, injuring six.18 Traini was not an unknown
entity. He had run for the Northern League in the local elections in Corridonia in 2017,
and attended the meetings of the neofascist groups CasaPound and Forza Nuova. He had a
Wolfsangel tattoo on his right temple – a Germanic rune used first by the Nazis and then
in the late 1970s by the Italian neofascist movement Terza Posizione. The police found a
Celtic Cross flag and a copy of Mein Kampf at his home. After the attempted massacre, he
gave himself up in front of the warmemorial erected by the Fascist regime in 1932 in Piazza
della Vittoria, wrapped in an Italian flag and with his arm outstretched in a ‘Roman salute’.

After the attack, Sisma, an independentlymanaged social centre inMacerata, organised a
rally entitled ‘Antifascista e antirazzista’ (Antifascist and antiracist), which gathered support
from across Italy with a document titled Inizia per F ma non è follia (It begins with F, but it is
not ‘folly’).19 The document did not evoke the fascistisation of society in any way, nor the
spectre of a past regime. On the one hand, it denounced the lack of recognition by themedia
and political parties of Luca Traini’s ‘fascist mould’, which had presented him instead as a
madman (Rapini 2025). And on the other hand, it noted the attack’s racist content, while
also more generally pointing out the racist filter through which the topic of immigration
was seen in Italy.
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Ignored by the leadership of Italy’s main left-wing parties, especially the Democratic
Party (PD),20 and mocked by those on the right, who claimed that the real issue was the
‘invasion’ of ‘illegal immigrants’ (Maneri and Quassoli 2020), the rally was held on 10
February and was accompanied by various forms of online mobilisation, both before and
afterwards (Pavan and Rapini 2022). People of all generations processed through the streets
of Macerata, but most importantly it was attended by immigrants, and especially Africans,
for whom fascism also evoked the colonial past, and not just a contemporary problem with
racism (Camilli 2018). The demonstrators felt abandoned by the political parties’ stance on
antifascism and their inability to explicitly condemn the fascist and colonial past’s contin-
ued existence. While there were plenty of purely identity-driven and nostalgic phrases and
slogans based around the pairing of fascism and antifascism, the mobilisation also showed
clear traces of an original redefinition of antifascism, mixed with antiracism and postcolo-
nialism. Straddling past and present, the Resistance was also shown in a different light. As
a way of fighting racism, various sectors of the protest began to reflect in historical and
political terms on the role many Africans played in the fight for Italian and European lib-
eration.21 Seen from this perspective, the antifascist resistance to Nazism and Fascism was
also presented as an anticolonial war. Twomain reasons were given for this: firstly, because
the armed partisans included many men from the Italian colonies; and secondly, because
Hitler and Mussolini literally intended to turn the whole of Europe into a colony, using the
same methods that until that point had only been applied in the territories ruled by the
western empires.

Conclusion

In this article, we askedwhether, despite the breadth anddepth of the crisis currently facing
antifascism, traces of a change in the meaning of that tradition can nevertheless be seen
beneath the surface of the most visible examples in the spotlight of public, political and
institutional discourse. By shifting our gaze to the social sphere, we have discovered that
antifascist culture provided the basis for the complex antiracism movement that appeared
in the early 1990s, and its subsequent forms.

The case studies we have investigated also highlight the existence of various genera-
tional segments, which, set in different contexts and political climates, gave a particular
meaning to the meeting of antiracism and antifascism. Firstly, Eugenio Melandri and Dino
Frisullo exemplified two radical 1970s political cultures: the former heretical and mission-
ary Catholicism, and the latter the critical Marxism of the New Left. There was a strong link
here with anti-imperialism and the struggles of the national Liberation movements, which
evoked the Italian Resistance (Brazzoduro 2020; Russo 2020). Their commitment to antifas-
cism helped to reposition antiracism, changing it from a purely moral and/or educational
issue to one connected with incorporating the symbolic order of the colonial legacy and
the role of racism in the reproduction of the social order. Nazareno Pisauri shared the same
references.

The youths in Pantera comprised another generational segment. For Giuliana Benvenuti,
Riccardo Bonavita and Gianluca Gabrielli, antifascism was – among other things – a vector
for a genealogy of racism. They grasped on the one hand the political urgency of fighting
the revisionist wave, the success of Silvio Berlusconi and his party, which stemmed from the
Italian Social Movement’s transition to postfacism; and on the other hand, more positively,
the need to recognise the deep roots of persistent forms of discrimination, seeking to create
the conditions for a multicultural and future-oriented society. The event La menzogna della
razza – an era-defining moment for Italians’ self-representation – was imbued with these
goals and moods.
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The final generational segment consisted of the activists at the protests triggered by
the attempted racist massacre in Macerata. Here, it is trickier to isolate detailed gener-
ational data, since some people attended multiple events. Many of them were probably
in Genoa in 2001, like the Wu Ming collective, which was responsible for some of the
most retweeted tweets in January 2018 (Pavan and Rapini 2022). They were joined – and
surrounded – by younger activists too. Antifascism, which was explicitly evoked and refer-
enced, had to compete with a variety of topics, including the persistence of neofascism and
colonial arrangements, the use of women’s bodies and the depiction of the avenging man,
the demonisation and animalisation of immigrants, the depoliticisation of fascist violence
in public and political discourse and, finally, the reinterpretation of the Resistance from
a postcolonial perspective. Those involved included – very significantly – immigrants and
the children of naturalised immigrants or those waiting to acquire Italian citizenship: the
appropriation of antifascism by these segments has yet to be investigated.

The examples we have looked at were not, of course, the only ones in the period under
examination. It is also likely that themeaning of antifascism also followed other new paths,
which need to be explored in addition to the new turn in antiracism, pinpointing any points
of alignment. These include, to offer just two examples, the intersectional neofeminism of
networks like Non una di meno or the reclaiming of the working-class narrative by the GKN
factory workers’ collective in Campi Bisenzio, near Florence, and by the grassrootsWorking
Class Literature Festival held there. Insorgiamo! (Let’s rise up!), the key word from the col-
lective’s remarkable protest campaigns waged both in the media and on the streets, was
taken directly from the Resistance (Collettivo di fabbrica GKN 2022). These examples sug-
gest that after 1989, various sectors of the antifascist movement chose racism as a political
battleground to defend democracy and expand its borders. This vision of racism was not
limited to antisemitism: it was more wide-ranging and complex than ever before in Italy’s
history (Patriarca 2021).

When neoliberal globalisation created the perfect conditions for the development of
new nationalisms, the resurgence of neofascism, and increasing claims from minorities
of all types connected to their specific interests, the distinctive antifascist nature of the
discourse on antiracism revealed only one feasible way forward: rejecting all forms of
closed community or ethno-cultural and religious identitarianism. This is vitally impor-
tant knowledge, which deserves to be valued along with the other information uncovered
by the research. Antifascism’s universalist leanings, which stem from its connection with
the twentieth century’s leading political cultures, helped to prevent immigrant protests –
and their sometimes-desperate uprisings – becoming too tribalised, by avoiding protestors’
mobilisation being based on ethnic homogeneity.

Senzaconfine, Pantera, the Centro ‘Furio Jesi’, and the young men and women in Genoa
and then Macerata all planted seeds to fight the creation and destructive use of clashes of
civilisation between East and West, Europeans and ‘illegal immigrants’, gated communi-
ties and ‘indigènes/barbares’ (Bouteldja 2023), black and white, ‘normal’ and ‘deviant’, Jews
and Palestinian Arabs, Christians and Muslims. They did it by returning to the generative
nucleus of twentieth-century antifascism: a discussion on freedom, justice and equality in
mass society in an age of nation-states. And, finally, they did it by directing antifascism
towards new forms of postnational citizenship, within the new global space that was tak-
ing shape. Citizenship seen both as formal belonging to a political community – in other
words the ‘right to have rights’ (Arendt 2009, 410) – and the full and tangible enjoyment of
those rights.

Translated by Ian Mansbridge
(info@ianmansbridge.co.uk)
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Notes

1. All quotations within this article were translated by Ian Mansbridge, unless otherwise stated.
2. https://associazionesenzaconfine.wordpress.com/chi-siamo-3/ (last accessed 19/3/2024).
3. The first secretary was Stefano Semenzato.
4. The managing director was Stefano Donati, Alfio Nicotra was editor-in-chief, and Melandri was the director.
In its early years, until the end of 1991, the editorial board comprised Giancarlo Brunato, Gianni Ciccazzo, Piero
Colacicchi, Touty Coundoul, José Eck, Dino Frisullo, Debora Luchini, Alfonso Perrotta, Willy Piroch, Alessandro
Preti, Carla Ronga and Katia Sardo. It later became a monthly magazine, with the following editorial team: Liliana
Boccarossa, Giulia Caldarelli, Gianni Ciccazzo, Tuti Condoul, VincenzoCuratola, ElenaDoria, Dino Frisullo, Giovanni
Gaglianone, Agnese Giraudo, Massimo Gorla, Debora Luchini, Mustapha Mansouri, Melliti Mohsen, Willi Piroch,
Andrea Rossetti, Federica Selcini and Stefano Squarcina.
5. Although criticism of this development model could be found throughout the publication, one column – Stili di

vita, written by Alex Langer – was dedicated specifically to the issue (Langer 1992).
6. Raspanti, who was a few years older, had been involved in the movement of 1977 in Bologna, and founded the
centre with Saverio Marchignoli. He died in 2024.
7. La difesa della razza. Storia e documentazione del razzismo fascista 11–10–1993, Archivio dell’istituto per i beni artistici,
culturali e naturali; Mostra La menzogna della razza, Busta 1, Fascicolo varie.
8. La menzogna della razza. Documenti e immagini del razzismo e dell’antisemitismo fascisti, a cura del Centro ‘Furio Jesi’,
Archivio dell’istituto per i beni artistici, culturali e naturali; Mostra La menzogna della razza; Busta 3. Fotocopie
pubblicazioni del colonialismo. Convegno 1997.
9. Tania Krott and Meri Fornero also worked with the group.
10. Lettera di Nazareno Pisauri a Federico Castellucci, presidente del comitato per le celebrazioni del 50° anniver-
sario della Resistenza e della liberazione, 29–9–1994, in Archivio dell’istituto per i beni artistici, culturali e naturali;
Mostra La menzogna della razza; Busta 1, Fascicolo varie.
11. Giovanni Serpe, Articolo per IBC sulla mostra La menzogna della razza. Documenti e immagini del razzismo e
dell’antisemitismo fascisti, in Archivio dell’istituto per i beni artistici, culturali e naturali; Mostra Lamenzogna della

razza; Busta 2 Organizzazione mostra e catalogo 1994–5, Fascicolo Articolo IBC.
12. Landis 1994, La menzogna della razza. Documenti e immagini del razzismo e dell’antisemitismo fascisti. Dalla mostra al

lavoro in classe. Alcune ipotesi di percorsi possibili, edited by N. Baiesi, A. Deoriti and A. Grattarola, in Archivio dell’isti-
tuto per i beni artistici, culturali e naturali;Mostra Lamenzognadella razza, Busta 2Organizzazionemostra e catalogo
1994–5, Fascicolo opuscolo Landis.
13. Archivio IBACN, Carteggio, 1994–2003, classifica MC.
14. It appeared in the following locations: Reggio Emilia (2005); Udine, Genoa, Piacenza and Gattatico (2006);
Casalecchio Di Reno, Mestre (Venice) and Saluzzo (2007); Bologna (2008); Copparo (2009); Monzuno (2011); Parma
(2013).
15. The exact words ‘sporco negro’ were reported by various media including, for example, Mingoia 2020.
16. Innocent Oseghale was found guilty (at the second appeal) of murder with the aggravating circum-
stance of sexual violence by the Perugia Court of Assizes on 22 February 2023, and received a life
sentence.
17. Traini was given a 12-year prison sentence on 3 October 2018 for attemptedmassmurderwith the aggravating
factors of racial hatred, illegally carrying arms and criminal damage. The sentence was confirmed on 2 October
2019 by the Ancona Court of Assizes of Appeal and on 24 March 2021 by the Court of Cassation.
18. Wilson Kofi (aged 20) is from Ghana; Omar Fadera (23) is from Gambia; Jennifer Otiotio (25), Gideon Azeke (25)
and Festus Omagbon (32) are Nigerian; Mahamadou Toure (28) is originally from Mali.
19. A play on words comparing F-ascism and F-olly.
20. The mayor of Macerata, Romano Carancini (PD), called on protestors to ‘voluntarily abandon their wish to
voice their opinions, however legitimate it may be’ (Il Resto del Carlino 2018) The interior minister Marco Minniti
(PD) declared that same day that he would like to ban all protests (Cartaldo 2018). Although the national secre-
tariats of the Associazione Nazionale Partigiani d’Italia (ANPI), the Confederazione Generale del Lavoro (CGIL),
the Associazione Ricreativa e Culturale Italiana (ARCI) and Libera did not offer any support, preferring to organ-
ise events in other cities, many local branches took part regardless, as did the Federazione Impiegati Operai
Metallurgici (FIOM).
21. One example was Carlo Abbamagal, whose experience fighting fascism was documented by historian Matteo
Petracci (2019) and the Wu Ming authors’ collective at various public events (Wu Ming 2018). See the tellingly
named website Resistenze in Cirenaica, https://resistenzeincirenaica.com/ric/ (last accessed 18/03/2024). See also
Costa and Teodonio 2020.

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/mit.2025.5
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 13.201.136.108, on 25 Jul 2025 at 19:27:19, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at

https://associazionesenzaconfine.wordpress.com/chi-siamo-3/
https://resistenzeincirenaica.com/ric/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/mit.2025.5
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Modern Italy 235

References

Andretta, M., D. della Porta, L. Mosca and H. Reiter. 2002. Global, noglobal, new global. La protesta contro il G8 a Genova.
Rome: Laterza.

Arendt, H. 2009. Le origini del totalitarismo. Turin: Einaudi.
Bazzocchi, V. 2016. ‘Nazzareno Pisauri, un intellettuale non da salotto’. Zero in condotta, 28 March. https://zic.it/

nazzareno-piasauri-un-intellettuale-non-da-solotto/ (last accessed 22/4/2024).
Becucci, S. 2003. ‘Pratiche di sovversione sociale: il movimento dei disobbedienti’. Quaderni di Sociologia 33: 5–20.
Benvenuti, G. 2024. Interview with the author, personal archive.
Bernardi, M. 2019. Quando la storia diventa storie. La società italiana e la comunicazione di fascismo e Resistenza tra gli anni

Settanta e gli anni Duemila. Milan: Le Monnier.
Black Panther Party. 2020. ‘Call for a United Front against Fascism’. OldMole, July 1969. In The US Antifascism Reader,

edited by B.V. Mullen and C. Vials, 613–618. London: Verso.
Bonavita, R. 2017. L’anima e la storia: struttura delle raccolte poetiche e rapporto con la storia in Franco Fortini, edited by

T. Mazzucco. Milan: Biblion.
Bonavita, R., G. Gabrielli and R, Ropa, eds. 2005. L’offesa della razza. Bologna: Patron.
Bouteldja, H. 2023. Beaufs et barbares. Le pari du nous. Paris: La fabrique éditions.
Bracaglia, I. and E.O. Denegri. 2020. Un ingranaggio collettivo. La costruzione di una memoria dal basso del G8 di Genova.

Milan: Unicopli.
Bracaglia, I., G. Salvatori and M. Tiburzio, eds. 2021. Genova 2001–2021. Cerchi della memoria. Rome: Elementi Kairos.
Brazzoduro, A. 2020. ‘Algeria, Antifascism, and Third Worldism: An Anticolonial Genealogy of the Western

European New Left (Algeria, France, Italy, 1957–1975)’. The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History 48 (5):
958–978.

Bussotti, L. 2002. La cittadinanza degli italiani. Analisi storica e critica sociologica di una questione irrisolta. Milan: Angeli.
Camilli, A. 2018. ‘A Macerata rinasce un movimento antirazzista’. Internazionale, 12 February. https://www.

internazionale.it/reportage/annalisa-camilli/2018/02/12/macerata-movimento-antirazzista-antifascista (last
accessed 19/03/2024).

Campioni, R. 2016. ‘Nazareno Pisauri’. In Dizionario bio-bibliografico dei bibliotecari italiani del XX secolo. https://www.
aib.it/aib/editoria/dbbi20/pisauri.htm (last accessed 19/03/2024).

Cartaldo, C. 2018. ‘Macerata, polemica sul divieto ai cortei. E la polizia carica corteo Fn’. Il Giornale,
8 February. https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/cronache/sale-tensione-macerata-polemica-sul-divieto-ai-cortei-
1492265.html (last accessed 18/03/2024).

Centro Furio Jesi. 1994. Lamenzogna della razza. Documenti e immagini del razzismo e dell’antisemitismo fascista. Bologna:
Grafis.

Chessa, P. 1994. ‘Lager nostrum’. Panorama, 14 October: 57–59.
Cipriani, G. and A. Gaiardoni. 1989. “‘Effetto Auschwitz” ecco i fasci-bar’. Avvenimenti, 12 July: 52–55.
Cleaver, K. 2020. ‘Racism, Fascism, and Political Murder’. Black Panther, 14 September 1968. In The US Antifascism

Reader, edited by B.V. Mullen and C. Vials, 597–612. London: Verso.
Collettivo di fabbrica GKN. 2022. Insorgiamo. Diario collettivo di una lotta operaia (e non solo). Rome: Alegre.
Colucci, M. 2018. Storia dell’emigrazione straniera in Italia. Dal 1945 ai nostri giorni. Milan: Carocci.
Colucci, M. 2022. ‘Il movimento antirazzista in Italia e le politiche migratorie, 1989–2002ʹ. Italia contemporanea 297:

124–144.
Colucci, M. and A. Mangano. 2019. ‘Sulle tracce di Jerry Essan Masslo trent’anni dopo’. Internazionale, 29 July.

https://www.internazionale.it/reportage/michele-colucci/2019/07/29/jerry-masslo-morte (last accessed
19/03/2024).

Cominu, S. and L. Perrone. 2023. ‘Il movimento della Pantera. Intervista’, edited by E. Alberici, V. Marchio and G.
Morselli. Machina, 13 February. https://www.machina-deriveapprodi.com/post/il-movimento-della-pantera-
intervista-a-salvatore-cominu-e-luca-perrone-i (last accessed 19/03/2024).

Costa, C. and L. Teodonio. 2020. Razza partigiana. Pavona di Albano Laziale: Jacobelli editore.
Crainz, G. 2016. Storia della Repubblica. L’Italia dalla Liberazione ad oggi. Rome: Donzelli.
Cuffaro, M. 1989a, ‘Noi i cosiddetti marocchini!’ Avvenimenti, 19 April: 82.
Cuffaro, M. 1989b. ‘Nel club razzista ci saremo anche noi’. Avvenimenti, 28 June: 42.
Danna, A. 1989. ‘Che fare contro il razzismo. Scrive un immigrato’. Avvenimenti, 20 September: 54.
De Felice, R. 1993. Storia degli ebrei sotto il fascismo (new ed.). Turin: Einaudi.
Della Porta, D. 1999. ‘Immigrazione e protesta’. Quaderni di sociologia 21: 14–44.
Fabre, G. 1994. ‘Razzisti d’Italia’. Panorama, 30 September: 155–156.
Falciola L. 2020, ‘La pantera ha fiuto ma non morde: come storicizzare il movimento del 1990?’ Paper

presented at Il movimento studentesco del 1990. Storia, memoria, convegno di studi, Università La Sapienza,

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/mit.2025.5
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 13.201.136.108, on 25 Jul 2025 at 19:27:19, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at

https://zic.it/nazzareno-piasauri-un-intellettuale-non-da-solotto/
https://zic.it/nazzareno-piasauri-un-intellettuale-non-da-solotto/
https://www.internazionale.it/reportage/annalisa-camilli/2018/02/12/macerata-movimento-antirazzista-antifascista
https://www.internazionale.it/reportage/annalisa-camilli/2018/02/12/macerata-movimento-antirazzista-antifascista
https://www.aib.it/aib/editoria/dbbi20/pisauri.htm
https://www.aib.it/aib/editoria/dbbi20/pisauri.htm
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/cronache/sale-tensione-macerata-polemica-sul-divieto-ai-cortei-1492265.html
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/cronache/sale-tensione-macerata-polemica-sul-divieto-ai-cortei-1492265.html
https://www.internazionale.it/reportage/michele-colucci/2019/07/29/jerry-masslo-morte
https://www.machina-deriveapprodi.com/post/il-movimento-della-pantera-intervista-a-salvatore-cominu-e-luca-perrone-i
https://www.machina-deriveapprodi.com/post/il-movimento-della-pantera-intervista-a-salvatore-cominu-e-luca-perrone-i
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/mit.2025.5
https://www.cambridge.org/core


236 Andrea Rapini

Rome, 17 February. https://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/595627/1990-2020-il-movimento-studentesco-del-
1990-storia-memoria (last accessed 24/8/2023).

Focardi, F. 2018. ‘La memoria della Shoah in Italia: un profilo dal dopoguerra ad oggi’. In Ombre del passato: Italia

e Polonia di fronte alla memoria della Shoah, edited by F. Berti, F. Focardi and J. Sondel-Cedarmas, 101–139. Rome:
Viella.

Fournier, M. 2007. ‘G8, Fournier: Sembrava una macelleria’. La Repubblica, 13 June. https://www.repubblica.it/
2007/06/sezioni/cronaca/g8-genova/g8-genova/g8-genova.html (last accessed 19/03/2024).

Fracassi, C. 1989. ‘Non toccare il mio amico’. Avvenimenti, 8 March: 7.
Frisullo, D. 1992. ‘Antifascismo a Roma: diversi ma insieme’. Senzaconfine, 6 July: 28–29.
Frisullo, D. 1993. ‘Il Giornale e la nuova destra’. Senzaconfine, 2 March: 39–40.
Frisullo, D. 2000. ‘Prefazione’. In N. Aziz, Kurdistan. Storia di un popolo e della sua lotta. Rome: Manifestolibri.
Gabrielli, G. 2024. Interview with the author, 27 February. Personal archive.
Gambino, M. 1989. ‘Bianco e nero alla catena di montaggio’. Avvenimenti, 25 May: 54–59.
Il graffio della pantera. 1990a. ‘La società di chi sa e di chi non sa’. Avvenimenti, 21 March: 90.
Il graffio della pantera. 1990b. ‘Antirazzismo. Settimana di mobilitazione. “Roma, l’università nella città”’,

Avvenimenti. 9 May: 94–95.
Il Resto del Carlino. 2018. ‘Follia razzista, l’appello del sindaco. “Si fermino tutte le manifestazioni”’. Cronaca

di Macerata, 7 February. https://www.ilrestodelcarlino.it/macerata/cronaca/traini-macerata-carancini-follia-
razzista-1.3708867 (last accessed 18/03/2024)

Langer, A. 1992. ‘Olimpiadi: citius, altius, fortius’. Senzaconfine, 2: 5–6.
Lunaria, ed. 2020. Cronache di ordinario razzismo. Quinto Libro bianco sul razzismo in Italia. Rome: Lunaria.
Luzzatto, S. 2004. La crisi dell’antifascismo. Rome: Einaudi.
Manera, E. 2012. Furio Jesi. Mito, violenza, memoria. Rome: Carocci.
Maneri, M. and F. Quassoli, eds. 2020. Un attentato ‘quasi terroristico’. Macerata 2018, il razzismo e la sfera pubblica al

tempo dei social media. Rome: Carocci.
Manzi, L. 1992. ‘I nuovi barbari’. Senzaconfine, 4 April: 13–16.
Marini R. 2002. ‘L’agenda della campagna elettorale “lunga” 2000–2001ʹ. Comunicazione politica, 3 January: 81-100.
Masslo, J. 1989. Interview with Non solo nero. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OI0uxdTOevA (last accessed

19/3/2024).
Mazzi, E. 1990. ‘Noi bianchi, di sinistra e inquieti’. Avvenimenti, 28 March: 18.
Melandri, E. 1991. ‘Millenovecentonovantadue: ricoloriamo il mondo’. Senzaconfine 1: 1.
Melandri, E. 1992. ‘Editoriale’. Senzaconfine 6: 1.
Melandri, E. 1994. ‘Lo sviluppo nel nome di Zapata’. Senzaconfine 1: 1–2.
Mingoia, M. 2020. ‘Targa per Abba, scontro Sala-Lega. Il Comune ha deciso di ricordare il giovane assassinato nel

2008 in via Zuretti. Piscina (Municipio 2) contrario’, Il Giorno, 12 September. https://www.ilgiorno.it/milano/
cronaca/targa-per-abba-scontro-sala-lega-tefh4azx (last accessed 13 January 2025).

Miraglia, F. and G. Naletto. 2020. ‘1989–2019: 30 anni di antirazzismo in Italia’. In Ius migrandi. Trent’anni di politiche

e legislazione sull’immigrazione in Italia, edited by M. Giovannetti and N. Zorzella, 181–209. Milan: FrancoAngeli.
Monteventi, V. 2021. No global Bo. Quattro anni vissuti pericolosamente. Bologna: Pendragon.
Morozzo della Rocca, P. 2014. ‘Gli immigrati e i dilemmi della cittadinanza’. In L’Italia contemporanea dagli anni Ottanta

a oggi, vol. II, edited by E. Asquer, E. Bernardi and C. Fumian, 155–176. Rome: Carocci.
Mosca, L. 1989. ‘Guerra agli immigrati Milano contro Milano’. Avvenimenti, 9 August: 44–49.
Naletto, G. and C. Trillini, eds. 1996.Meticcia. Viaggio tra le associazioni antirazziste. Rome: Lunaria.
Nicotra, A. 1992. ‘Dietro gli skin: il potere’; ‘Le parole, le spranghe, i coltelli, conversazione con Pino Rauti’.

Senzaconfine, 3 March: 14–17.
Palombi, S.M. and F. Ferri. 2020. ‘La Pantera siamo noi’.Alias, 22 February. https://ilmanifesto.it/la-pantera-siamo-

noi (last accessed 21/3/2024).
Patriarca, S. 2021. Il colore della Repubblica. ‘Figli della guerra’ e razzismo nell’Italia postfascista. Turin: Einaudi.
Pavan, E. andA. Rapini. 2022. “‘Battles Over Issues” inNetworked Publics: Investigating the DiscursiveMobilization

of the Antifascist Frame on Twitter’.Mobilization, 27 January: 69–90.
Petracci, M. 2019. Partigiani d’Oltremare. Dal Corno d’Africa alla Resistenza italiana. Pisa: Pacini.
Proglio, G. 2021. I fatti di Genova. Una storia orale del G8. Rome: Donzelli.
Rapini, A. 2005. Antifascismo e cittadinanza. Giovani, identità e memorie nell’Italia repubblicana. Bologna: Bononia

University Press.
Rapini, A. 2025. “‘Out cast”. L’antifascismo dei partiti politici al tempo di Luca Traini’. In L’Italia del Cervi, edited by

G. Vecchio, 145–163. Rome: Viella (forthcoming).
Rebughini, P. 2000. ‘Le metamorfosi e i limiti dell’antirazzismo in Europa: tra lotta politica e affermazione

culturale’. Studi di Sociologia 38 (3): 311–326.

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/mit.2025.5
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 13.201.136.108, on 25 Jul 2025 at 19:27:19, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at

https://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/595627/1990-2020-il-movimento-studentesco-del-1990-storia-memoria
https://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/595627/1990-2020-il-movimento-studentesco-del-1990-storia-memoria
https://www.repubblica.it/2007/06/sezioni/cronaca/g8-genova/g8-genova/g8-genova.html
https://www.repubblica.it/2007/06/sezioni/cronaca/g8-genova/g8-genova/g8-genova.html
https://www.ilrestodelcarlino.it/macerata/cronaca/traini-macerata-carancini-follia-razzista-1.3708867
https://www.ilrestodelcarlino.it/macerata/cronaca/traini-macerata-carancini-follia-razzista-1.3708867
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OI0uxdTOevA
https://www.ilgiorno.it/milano/cronaca/targa-per-abba-scontro-sala-lega-tefh4azx
https://www.ilgiorno.it/milano/cronaca/targa-per-abba-scontro-sala-lega-tefh4azx
https://ilmanifesto.it/la-pantera-siamo-noi
https://ilmanifesto.it/la-pantera-siamo-noi
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/mit.2025.5
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Modern Italy 237

Rivera, A. 2023. ‘Le radici dell’antirazzismo in Italia’. Comune.Info, 14 December. https://www.annamariarivera.it/
2023/12/14/comune-info-le-radici-dellantirazzismo-in-italia/ (last accessed 19/03/2024).

Russo, V. 2020. La Resistenza continua. Il colonialismo portoghese, le lotte di liberazione e gli intellettuali italiani. Milan:
Meltemi.

Sammartano, O. 2013, ‘Tortura, corpo e rappresentazioni a Bolzaneto’. In Grammatiche della violenza. Esplorazioni

etnografiche tra guerra e pace, edited by F. Dei and C. Di Pasquale, 121–150. Pisa: Pacini.
Senzaconfine. 1990a. ‘In un forum a Senza confine un primo bilancio a caldo. Conferenza nazionale dell’immi-

grazione. Luci e ombre della politica del governo’. Senzaconfine 52–56, 18–22 June: 1–7.
Senzaconfine. 1990b. ‘Carta dei diritti degli immigrati presentata e discussa nella convenzione di Firenze’.

Senzaconfine 57–61, 25–29 June: 3–4.
Senzaconfine. 1994. ‘Senzaconfine contro G7ʹ. Senzaconfine 1, special 7-page insert (unnumbered).
Senzaconfine. 2023. In cammino con gli ultimi. Dino Frisullo, storia di un militante avido di conoscenza e d’amore, vissuto e

morto povero e curioso. Rome: Redstarpress.
Tonacci, F. 2018. ‘Il raid xenofobo di Luca pistolero fascio-leghista’. La Repubblica, 4 February. https://

ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2018/02/04/il-raid-xenofobo-di-luca-pistolero-fascio-
leghista02.html?ref=search (last accessed 19/03/2024).

Uesseler, R. 1989. ‘I nazisti in casa nostra’. Avvenimenti, 20 March: 16.
Un ponte per…. 2019. Eugenio Melandri. Prete, deputato, militante: una vita per la pace e per gli ultimi. Debate

held in Rome, 25 November. https://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/590876/eugenio-melandri-prete-deputato-
militante-una-vita-per-la-pace-e-per-gli-ultimi (last accessed 19/03/2024).

Walraff, G. 1989. ‘Chiudere gli occhi sul razzismo’. Avvenimenti, 16 August: 20.
Wu Ming. 2003. ‘Resistenza e revisioni storiche: cazzi nostri’. In Giap! Storie per attraversare il deserto, edited by T.

De Lorenzis, 177–181. Turin: Einaudi (original blog article published 2000).
Wu Ming. 2018. ‘Liberatori d’Oltremare. Gli Africani che combatterono il nazifascismo in provincia di

#Macerata’. Published online at https://www.wumingfoundation.com/giap/2018/02/partigiani-africani-a-
macerata/#more-32930 (last accessed 18/03/2024).

Zanotelli, A. 2019. “‘Eugenio, missionario nell’anima”: in ricordo di padre Melandri (1948–2019)’. Nigrizia: rivista
mensile dei missionari comboniani 137 (12): 58–59.

Andrea Rapini is a professor of contemporary history in the department of sociology and business law at the
University of Bologna. He was previously a visiting researcher at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales
in Paris and resident scholar at the École française in Rome. His studies have focused on the history and mem-
ory of antifascism (Antifascismo e cittadinanza. Giovani, identità e memorie nell’Italia repubblicana. Bologna: Bononia
University Press, 2005), business history (The History of the Vespa: an Italian Miracle. London: Routledge, 2019) and
the history of knowledge (A Social History of Administrative Science in Italy. Planning a State of Happiness from Liberalism

to Fascism. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022). His recent publications include (with Pierre Weill) ‘Histoire des
savoirs et relations de pouvoir. Les métamorphoses de la science administrative italienne (1875-1935)’, Annales.
Histoire Sciences sociales, n. 2, 2024, 1–34.

Italian summary

Questo articolo sostiene che a partire dai primi anni Novanta del Novecento è possibile seguire le
tracce di una risignificazione dell’antifascismo che diede un contributo fondamentale alla nascita di
unmovimento nazionale antirazzista e alla diffusione di una cultura antirazzista su basi nuove. Questa
tesi è argomentata ponendo il fuoco dell’osservazione sulla società. Nella parte iniziale l’articolo
ricostruisce l’attività dell’Associazione Senzaconfine e analizza i contenuti del suo periodico omon-
imo. Nella parte centrale racconta la mostra La menzogna della razza, il suo legame con la protesta
studentesca della Pantera e la sua circolazione nel paese fino ad anni recenti. L’ultima parte è dedicata
alla reazione di alcuni settori giovanili e politici di fronte alla tentata strage razzista del neofascista
Luca Traini a Macerata nel 2018. L’articolo conclude che il turn antirazzista, benché non fu l’unica
forma di rigenerazione della tradizione antifascista, resta una delle più vitali di fronte ai problemi del
mondo globale e postcoloniale.
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