
HE THIRSTY SWORD 
Sirat 'Antar and the 
Arabic Popular Epic 

The first analysis of the written version of Sirat cAntar, a point of 
culmination in the rich genre of premodern Arabic epic. Filled with 
battle and romance, Sirat cAntar purports to recount the life story 
of Antar ibn Shaddad, who begins life as a black slave, but through 
his miltary prowess, personal nobility, and poetic talent wins free­
dom and achieves fame as a hero and acquires renown as the lover 
of his beautiful cousin, cAbla. By exploring the epic's scholarly re­
ception, hermeneutical context, historical background, and narra­
tive structure, Peter Heath redresses a gap in the study of Arabic 
popular literature. 

$50.00 cloth 

UNIVERSITY OF U T A H PRESS 
T T T ^ J 101 University Services Building 

S C?p Salt Lake City Utah, UT 84112 

i _ _ J (80°) 773-6672 
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S*P*E*C*I*A*L A*N*N*0*U*N*C*E*M*E*N*T 

A new publishing venture from 
DONALD E. HERDECK, 

who has brought you quality non-Western literature 
for over 23 years now.... 

PASSEGGIATA PRESS, Inc. 
Take a stroll in the world piazza with us... 

P.O. Box 636, Pueblo, CO 81002 
Tel. (719) 544-1038, Fax (719) 546-7889 

Please take note of our 
MIDDLE EAST titles 

NOW AVAILABLE: 
Mahfouz/Af iramar 
Mahfouz/Children ofGebelaawi (with a new introduction from the translator, 

Philip Stewart) 
Deonna/Syrians: A Travelogue 1992-1994 
Deonna/War With Two Voices: Testimonies by Women from Egypt and Israel 

ALSO AVAILABLE THROUGH PASSEGGIATA PRESS: 
Shihab/A Taste of Palestine 
Binzagr/Sa^/' Arabia: An Artist's View of the Past 

UPCOMING: 
Uaitei/Tangier and All That — in paperback for the first time! 
Woolman/Stars in the Firmament: Tangier Characters 1660-1960 

Ask for our free catalogue, describing over 60 titles of 
world literature, including: 

Fleck/Critical Perspectives on Native American Fiction 
Herdeck/Caribbean Writers 

lskrenko/The Right to Err: Selected Poems (Russian and English texts) 
Gosner/Caribbean Georgian and Caribbean Baroque 

Mahapatra/B urden of Waves and Fruit 
Mutwairo/Mapondera: Soldier of Zimbabwe 
Nichols/African Writers at the Microphone 

Ong/Madame Mao's Memories 
Rodney/Mark Twain Overseas 
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Beyond Peace 
The Search for Security in the 
Middle East 
Robert Bowker 
he $49.95 

Political Liberalization 
and Democratization in 

the Arab World 
Volume 1, 
Theoretical 
Perspectives 
edited by Rex Brynen, 
Bahgat Korany, and 
Paul Noble 

"A balanced account of 
past and present hurdles to the realization of 
Arab democracy, and of the awesome chal­
lenges that lie ahead." 

—Middle East Quarterly 
he $55 • pb $23.95 

The Lebanese Conflict 
Looking Inward 
LatifAbul-Husn 
he $42 

Choice Outstanding Academic Book 
Modernizing Women 
Gender and Social Change in the 
Middle East 
Valentine M. Moghadam 

"Well-researched and 
valuable.... Moghadam 
addresses a bewildering 
array of puzzling anom­
alies and, slicing skillful­
ly through them, exposes 
their bare bones and sub­
structure." 

—Middle East Journal 
he $42 • pb $17.95 

ssuEjjN THMO tttnui) "txirra 

TNtM»DUurr -
The Middle 
East and 
Problems of 
Democracy 
Heather Deegan 

"A solid, succinct 
overview of the history 
and problems of democra­
cy in the Middle East. It is recommended 
as an introductory text for undergraduate 
classes." —MESA Bulletin 
pb $16.95 

Understanding Development 
Theory and Practice in 
the Third World 

UNDERSTANDING 
" D E V E L O P M E N T " 

John Rapley 

"Dr. Rapley makes clear 
the many connections 
between economics and 
politics ... worthwhile 
and enjoyable reading!" 

—Kay Knickrehm 
he $42 • pb $17.95 

Rituals of Conflict 
Religion, Politics, and Public 
Policy in Israel 
Ira Sharkansky 
he $45 

Muslim Women Throughout 
the World 
A Bibliography 
Michelle Kimball and 
Barbara R. von Schlegell 

"The authoritative source for works on 
women in the Muslim World." 

—Herbert Bodman 
he $75 
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C A L I F O R N I A 
N E W M I D D L E E A S T E R N S T U D I E S 

City of Stone 
The Hidden History 
of Jerusalem 
MERON BENVENISTI 
"A wonderfully lucid historical, 
sociological, cultural, and religious 
guide to the world's most revered 
and conflict-ridden city.... This 
well-written, clear-headed work is 
a significant contribution to the 
pursuit of a diplomatic agreement 
on Jerusalem."—Kirkus Reviews 
$24.95 cloth, illustrated 

The Rabin 
Memoirs 
An Expanded Edition with 
Recent Speeches, New 
Photographs, 
and an Afterword 
Afterword byYoram Peri 

Rabin's memoirs, first published in 
1979 but long out of print, are 
now available in this expanded 
edition. His memoirs are impor­
tant not only for the insider's view 
of the Middle East, but also for 
providing a very human portrait of 
a heroic world leader. 
$40.00 cloth, $ 16.95 paper, illustrated 

Three Mothers, 
Three Daughters 
Palestinian Women's Stories 
MICHAEL GORKIN and RAFIQA OTHMAN 
This remarkable collection of beautifully written oral 
histories bears witness to the power of Palestinian culture 
in sustaining the often difficult lives of women, and 
provides testimony to the experience of living in the midst 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
$24.95 cloth 

The Call From Algeria 
Third Worldism, Revolution, and the Turn to Islam 
ROBERT MALLEY 
"A fascinating interpretation of Algeria's past and present 
agonies, set against the broader backdrop of the rise and 
fall of Third Worldism.' Essential to anyone following 
Middle East politics." 

—Graham E. Fuller, coauthor of A Sense of Siege 
$48.00 cloth, $18.00 paper 

Heroes of the Age 
Moral Fault Lines on the Afghan Frontier 
DAVID B. EDWARDS 
"A telling analytical juxtaposition of texts in family oral 
history, saint's legend, autobiography, and edict, amount­
ing to a new approach to Middle Eastern discourse 
analysis and social history." 

—Margaret Mills, University of Pennsylvania 
Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies, $50.00 cloth, $20.00 paper 

Political Islam 
Essays from Middle East Report 
JOEL BEININ and JOE STORK, Editors 
The work collected here—featuring some of the best 
material from Middle East Report as well as much original 
material—challenge the facile generalizations about what 
Western media and political establishments usually call 
"Islamic fundamentalism." 
$50.00 cloth, $20.00 paper 
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C A L I F O R N I A 
N E W M I D D L E E A S T E R N S T U D I E S 

Nationalism 
and the 
Genealogical 
Imagination 
Oral History and Textual 
Authority in Tribal Jordan 
ANDREW SHRYOCK 
"Shryock's argument is as 
important for the understand­
ing of historiography and 
national identity in the 
contemporary Middle East as 
was Benedict Anderson's 
discussion of'print capitalism' 
for the emergence of national 
identities in early modern 
Europe." —Dale Eickelman, 

coeditor of Muslim Travellers 
Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies, 

$50.00 cloth, $20.00 paper, illustrated 

Women and the War Story 
MIRIAM COOKE 
"To the canonical list of Crane, Sassoon, Remarque, and 
Malraux, we now must add Khalifa, Talib, and Nasrallah. 
These and other Arab women writers, Miriam Cooke 
reveals, have used their literary crafts to upset and destabilize 
the oddly comfortable codified 'War Story.'" 

—Cynthia Enloe, author of The Morning After 
$50.00 cloth, $ 18.95 paper, illustrated 

Making Muslim Space in 
North America and Europe 
Edited by BARBARA DALY METCALF 
Focusing on the private and public use of space, this 
volume explores the religious life of new Muslim commu­
nities. These essays concentrate on cultural practices and 
expressions of everyday life rather than on the political 
issues that dominate today's headlines. 
Comparative Studies on Muslim Societies, $50.00 cloth, $20.00 paper, 

illustrated 

Pivot of the Universe 
Nasir al-Din Shah Qajar and the Iranian Monarchy, 
1831-1896 
ABBAS AMANAT 
Here is the first biography of Nasir al-Din Shah the fascinat­
ing monarch who occupied the Peacock throne for nearly half 
a century. 
$45.00 cloth, illustrated 

Between Two Worlds 
The Construction of the Ottoman State 
CEMAL KAFADAR 
New in paper—"[Kafadar's] reflections on history, national­
ism, and historic folk memory acquire an immediate 
relevance in the present context of the enormities occurring 
in those Balkan lands that were once among the Ottomans' 
oldest territorial acquisitions."—Choice 
$18.95 paper 

At bookstores or order 1-800-822-6657. 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS 
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THE POLITICS 
OF REGIONAL TRADE 

IN IRAQ, ARABIA, 
AND THE GULF, 1745-1900 

Hala Fattah 
"This is an extraordinarily 

important study that is path-
breaking not only in its overall 
conceptualization but also in its 
extensive and intelligent use of 
Iraqi and other Gulf sources. 
There is nothing quite like it in 
the existing literature, virtually 
guaranteeing that it will make a 
splash, at least in scholarly 
circles." — Fred Lawson, 

Mills College 
This history of trade in Iraq, 

Arabia, and the Gulf basin over 
the course of 150 years estab­
lishes the interconnectedness of 
the Gulf region by charting the 
regional ties that bound dispar­
ate districts together through 
long-distance trade networks. 
Hala Fattah redraws the param­
eters of the history of this area, 
tracing the social history of the 
regional market from its begin­
nings to its last-ditch efforts to 
stand up to the onslaught of su­
perior firepower, more efficient 
technology, and the inexorable 
rise of the world market. 
256pages • $18.95paperback 

ISBN 0-7914-3114-2 

DESERT SONGS 
Western Images of Morocco 

and Moroccan Images 
of the West 
John Maier 

Examines American and 
Middle Eastern texts in studies of 
Orientalism and Occidentalism, 
and argues for a new approach to 
cultural studies that incorporates 
a wider variety of materials. 
354 pages • $21.95 paperback 
ISBN 0-7194-3018-9 

APPLYING THE CANON 
IN ISLAM 

The Authorization 
and Maintenance 

of Interpretive Reasoning 
in Hanafi Scholarship 
Brannon M. Wheeler 

Argues how the notion of 
"canon" is used to authorize and 
maintain certain types of inter­
pretive reasoning and the social 
institutions that employ them. 
324pages • $22.95paperback 
ISBN 0-7914-2974-1 

State University 
of New York Press 
c/o CUP Services 
PO Box 6525 • Ithaca, NY 14851 
1-800-666-2211 (orders) 
American Express • Discover 
MasterCard • VISA 
Please include $3.50 shipping for one 
copy; $. 75 for each additional copy. 
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Announcing a New Arabic Language Program 

Al-Kitaab fli ta callum al-cArabyyia, 
A Textbook for Beginning Arabic 
Kristen Brustad, Mahmoud Al-Batal, and Abbas Al-Tonsi 
This new Arabic language textbook uses a com­
municative, proficiency-oriented approach with 
fully integrated audio-visual media to teach 
modern Arabic as a living language. The series 
focuses on developing skills in standard Arabic 
and gradually introducing students to Egyptian 
Arabic. 

Alif Baa, Introduction to 
Arabic Letters and Sounds, 224 pp., 
Paper: ISBN 0-87840-292-6, $20.00 

Al-Kitaab fli ta alluni al-'Arabiyya, 
A Textbook for Beginning Arabic: Part One 
544 pp. ISBN 0-87840-291-8, paper, $35.00 

Videocassettes for Alif Baa and 
Al-Kitaab: Part One 
Set of 2 videocassettes: 
NTSC ISBN 0-87840-294-2, $75.00 
PAL ISBN 0-87840-296-9, $75.00 

Audiocassettes for Alif Baa and Al-Kitaab: 
Part One 
Set of 14 audiocassettes: 
ISBN 0-87840-293-4, $150.00 

Free answer keys will be shipped 
with the cassettes. 

Now Available— 
Al-Kitaab fii ta "allum al-°Arabiyya, 
A Textbook for Beginning Arabic: Part Two 
Preliminary Edition 
ISBN 0-87840-02624, paper, $39.95 

Cassettes for the Preliminary Edition 
of Part Two are available directly from 
Professor Al-Batal at Emory University. 

The final edition of Part Two will be available 
Summer 1997. 

GKORGKTOWN 1 \ I \ v 

Satan's Stones 

I 

BY M0NIRU RAVANIPUR 

EDITED WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY M. R. GHAN00NPARVAR 
TRANSLATED BY PERSIS KARIM, ATOOSA KOUROSH, PARICHEHR MOIN, DYLAN OEHLER-STRICKLIN, 
REZA SHIRAZI, AND CATHERINE WILLIAMSON 

Women writers occupy prominent positions in contemporary 

Iranian literature, despite the increased legal and cultural restrictions 

placed upon women since the 1978-1979 Islamic Revolution. 

Satan's Stones is the first English translation of the 1991 short story 

collection Sangha-ye Sheytan, by acclaimed author Moniru 

Ravanipur. Often set in the remote regions of Iran, these stories 

explore many facets of contemporary Iranian life, particularly the 

ever-shifting relations between women and men. The frank 

explorations of Iranian society offer Western readers fresh perspec­

tives on Iranian culture from one of the country's most distinguished 

writers. 

$9.95 paperback, $25.00 hardcover 

AT BOOKSTORES OR CALL 800-252-3206. 
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Institute of Islatnic 
& Arabic Sciences 
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* B.A. in Islamic Studies 
* Arabic courses for non-Arabic speakers 
* Research & translation projects 
* Seminars/Workshops 
& Monthly newsletter 
$ Annual symposium on Islamic & Arabic studies 

(this year Nov 1-3, 1996) 
* Academic Schedule: 

Fall: First week of September 
Spring: First week of January 
Summer: First week of May 

Institute of Islamic and Arabic Sciences in America 
8500 Hilltop Road, Fairfax, VA 22031 

Tel. (703) 641-4890 - Fax (703) 641-4899 
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A JOURNAL OF IMPORTANCE 

COMPARATIVE STUDIES 
in 

SOCIETY A N D HISTORY 
Editor 
RAYMOND GREW 
U n i v e r s i t y o f M i c h i g a n 

Comparative Studies in Society and History \s an international forum for scholars in the social 
sciences and humanities. Its articles present significant research on societies of every era from 
pre-history to the present and on every continent. CSSH brings together multidisciplinary 
research, cultural studies, and theory, emphasizing innovative work in the social sciences, 
especially anthropology, history, political science, and sociology. In each section, articles on a 
particular question are grouped together to stimulate comparison of diverse cases. Also included 
in each issue are CSSH Notes and book reviews. 

Forthcoming contents include: 

The Policing of Tradition: Colonialism and Anthropology in Southern India 

Nicholas B. Dirics 
Rethinking Democracy: Mexico in Historical Perspective 

Diane E. Davis & Vivians Brachet Marquez 
Two Images of Socialism: Woodcuts in Chinese Communist Politics 

Chang Tai-Hung 
Domesticating Democracy: Culture, Civil Society, and Constitutionalism in Africa 

Maxwell Owusu 

Q u a r t e r l y ( I S S N 0 0 1 0 - 4 1 7 5 ) 
S u b s c r i p t i o n t o V o l u m e 3 9 ( 1 9 9 7 ) : 
I n s t i t u t i o n s $ 9 0 . 0 0 ; 
I n d i v i d u a l s $ 3 7 . 0 0 . 

CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 
40 West 20th Street* New York, NY • 10011-4211 
Call foil free 800.872.7423, x-154 » e-mail: iournols_marketing@cup.org» web site: http://www.cup.org y 
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ARABIC BOOK CLUB 

THE ARABIC BOOK CLUB (Al-Kitab 
Al-Arabl) is set to promote Arabic Books. 
The CLUB through its quarterly magazine 
intends to reach thousands of Arabic 
readers in the U.S.A., Canada, Australia, — — — — — — — — — — — 
Eastern and Western Europe, as well as readers in the Arab and Islamic countries. 
The CLUB also operates as a Publisher. 
Hundreds of Arabic books are published annually all over the World. We have made 
arrangements with most publishers in 21 Arab countries, as well as other publishers 
of Arabic books in Europe. They will supply us regularly with their most recent 
publications. Our editorial advisory board will choose ten books per issue to 
summarize. Each summary will be around ten pages. These summaries would be a 
combination of a digest and skillful distillation that preserves the content and the 
spirit of the entire book. In addition we would also publish one-page bibliographies 
of other books of merit. In the last section of Al-Kitab Al-Arabi we would publish a 
simple listing of titles and authors of the remainder of the publications we receive 
from publishers. 
Authors, established and aspiring, are invited to use our publishing and distribution 
facilities. We publish English as well as Arabic books. Contact us on the following 
address; 
Tel & Fax: 441 81 540 5764 
Address: P.O. Box 707,2 Old Brampton Road, London SW7 3DQ. U.K. 

w THE WASHINGTON INSTITUTE FOR NEAR EAST POUCY 
Offering a wide variety of publications on Middle East political, economic, and security issues 

FOCUS ON IRAN 

A comprehensive assessment of Tehran's ongoing arms build-up, 
divisive internal politics, and eroding economy 

IRANIAN MILITARY POWER 
Capabilities and Intentions 
by Michael Eisenstadt 

REVOLUTION AT A CROSSROADS 
Iran's Domestic Politics 
and Regional Ambitions 
by David Menashri 

IRAN'S ECONOMIC MORASS 
Mismanagement and Decline 
in the Islamic Republic 
by Eliyahu Kanovksy 

($16.95 each plus shipping. Three-volume set for $45.00 plus shipping.) 

Policy Papers, $16.95 

LIKE A PHOENIX FROM 
THE ASHES? The Future 
of Iraqi Military Power 
by Michael Eisenstadt 

AFTER KING FAHD 
Succession in Saudi Arabia 
by Simon Henderson 

Policy Focus, $11.00 

DEFENSE COOPERATION 
IN THE GULF 
by Lt. Col. Terry Jones, USAF 

SADDAM'S IRAQ 
by Amatzia Baram 

ISRAEL AND THE GULF 
New Security Frameworks 
for the Middle East 
by Dore Gold 

For a free catalogue, contact: 
TheWashingtonIn»dtutejferA'«m-£^ft)^,1828LS«reet>)W, Suite 1050,Washington,DC 20036 

Tel: (202) 452-0650 • Fax: (202) 223-5364 • E-mail: info@washingtoninstitute.org 
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Subscriptions 
Subscription rates are based on two issues per 
year. Contributions are welcome. Please make 
checks payable to the Arab Studies Journal. 
(If your address is outside the United States, 
please add $ 15 for shipping and handling). 

Gall For Papers 
The Arab Studies Journal is accepting papers for 
its Spring 1997 issue. Original work in any 
social science discipline will be considered for 
publication. The Journal also encourages the 
submission of papers representing fresh and 
alternative approaches not sufficiently 
represented by mainstream scholarship. Book 
reviews, commentaries, interviews, and travel 
letters are welcome. Deadline:31 January 1997. 

Please detach and send the bottom portion with your payment. 

AS J Subscription Form 

Individuals • One Year $ 15 • Two Years $25 
Institutions • One Year $ 25 • Two Years $ 35 

Enclosed is my donation of: $20 $50 $100 Other $ 
I understand that a donation of $40 or more entitles me to 
a free one year subscription to the Arab Studies Journal. 

Name/Organization: 

Address: 

Please submit payment and papers to: 
Arab Studies Journal • Center for Contemporary Arab Studies 

Georgetown University • ICC 241 • Washington, DC 20057 • Tel: (202) 687-0904 
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THE MIDDLE EAST STUDIES ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA, INC. (MESA) 
was organized in 1966 by a group of American and Canadian scholars on the 
Middle East to 

• promote high standards of scholarship and instruction in this area; 
• facilitate communication among scholars through meetings and publications; 

and 
• foster cooperation among persons and organizations concerned with the 

scholarly study of the Middle East. 
MESA focuses on the study of the Middle East since the rise of Islam, 

principally from the viewpoint of the humanities and the social sciences. Its 
membership is international. 

Persons of scholarly training and/or achievement in Middle East studies are 
eligible to become Full Members ($75, Retired $35, Joint $100). Other categories 
of membership are Associate ($75), Student ($35), and Institutional ($500). Each 
membership is on a calendar-year basis. Membership includes subscriptions to 
the International Journal of Middle East Studies, the MESA Bulletin, and the 
MESA Newsletter. Application forms may be obtained from the MESA 
Secretariat, 1634 East Helen Street, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 
85721 telephone (520) 621-5850, fax (520) 626-9095. 

MESA is a nonprofit corporation with tax-exempt status. Contributions to 
the Association are deductible under both US Federal and British income tax 
regulations. 

Honorary Fellows: HAUL INALCIK, CHARLES ISSAWI, 
MAJID KHADDURI, ANN K.S. LAMBTON, ANDRE RAYMOND, 

MAXIME RODINSON, ANNEMARIE SCHIMMEL, W. MONTGOMERY WATT 
Past President: ANN M. LESCH 

President: FARHAD KAZEMI 
President-Elect: LEILA TARAZI FAWAZ 

Directors: 1994-1996: JOEL S. BEININ, ELAINE C. HAGOPIAN 
1995-1997: JERE BACHARACH, STEPHEN HEYDEMAN 
1996-1998: VALERIE J. HOFFMAN, ROGER OWEN 

Executive Director & Treasurer: ANNE H. BETTERIDGE 

The following publications are available from the MESA Secretariat: 
• Directory of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs and Courses in Middle 

East Studies in the United States, Canada, and Abroad. Middle East Studies 
Association, published biennially. 

• Middle East Materials for Teachers, Students, Non-Specialists, ed. by 
Catherine Jones. Middle East Outreach Council, 1988. 

• Evaluation of Secondary-Level Textbooks for Coverage of the Middle East 
and North Africa, 3rd edition, ed. by Elizabeth Barlow. Middle East 
Outreach Council, 1994. 

• Women in the Muslim World: A Bibliography, ed. by Herbert Bodman, Jr. 
Association for Middle East Women's Studies, 1991. 

• Bibliography on Women in Yemen, ed. by Malta Colburn. American 
Institute for Yemeni Studies, 1992. 

• Edited Works and Collections on the Middle East. Annual, Vol 1- (1988-) 
• On-Line Research & Teaching Resources for Middle East Studies, ed. by 

Jon W. Anderson. Middle East Studies Association, 1994 
• MESA Bulletin Index: Vols. 1-20, 1967-1986. 
• Back issues of the MESA Bulletin and Annual Meeting Programs. 
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