
DOI: 10.1017/S0266078405003019  
2 English Today 83, Vol. 21, No. 3 (July 2005). Printed in the United Kingdom © 2005 Cambridge University Press

Worldwideness
The April 2005 issue, ET82, was hardly out when I began to think
I’d been premature in what I wrote in its Comment. I noted there
that the issue ‘had the smallest number of contributions ever
listed: seven titles in all, whereas traditionally there have been
ten or more’. The reason of course was the length of several of the
articles: closer to ‘papers’ in standard academic journals (yet
none the worse for it, readability being as safe as ever). However,
I may have jumped the gun. In this issue we are back where we
have usually been, with twelve reports and commentaries that
are remarkable in terms of both their geographical spread and
their topicality: 

From China Betsy Hu Xiaoqiong on China English 
Jong Jin on China ELT 
From Denmark Robert Phillipson on David Crystal
From England Gerry Abbott on calling people names
Keith Davidson on franglais
Paul Rastall on word formation
From France Michael Bulley on ‘duty’
From Hong Kong
Li Lan on the intricacies of online dictionaries 
Myself on the world’s ‘communicative ecology’ (the what?) 
From Scotland Anne Seaton on oneself
From Spain
Ross Smith on Tolkien, the book and the movie (the first of two) 
From the United States
Bob Blaisdell with another tale from New York 
From Wales David Crystal on being called a purist.

So, no more predictions for the time being. 
A word, however, on e-technology. Almost nothing connected

with the creation of ET is done now as it was done in 1984, when
we began. Most notably at the present time, it is being edited in
East Asia, in Hong Kong, and produced in Western Europe, in
Cambridge (as always), and as easily as if it was all being done as
usual in Cambridge. Nowadays, almost everyone in education
and linguistics is ‘wired’, almost nothing comes by post any more,
and if it does a diskette is included. There is a feature waiting to
be written somewhere, on the ties that bind and blend English
and other languages with this constantly evolving global tech-
nology, and the sheer speed with which it is all evolving. 

Tom McArthur

The editorial policy of English Today is to provide a focus or forum for all sorts of
news and opinion from around the world. The points of view of individual
writers are as a consequence their own, and do not reflect the opinion of the
editorial board. In addition, wherever feasible, ET generally leaves unchanged
the orthography (normally British or American) and the usage of individual
contributors, although the editorial style of the journal itself is that of
Cambridge University Press.

English Today (ISSN 0266-0784) is
published quarterly by Cambridge
University Press, The Edinburgh
Building, Shaftesbury Road,
Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK / Cambridge
University Press, 40 West 20th Street,
New York, N.Y. 10011-4211. 

© Cambridge University Press 2005. 
No contents may be reproduced by any
means without the permission of
Cambridge University Press.

Subscriptions: The 2005 subscription
price (excluding VAT) for four issues
for libraries and institutions, which
includes print and electronic access, is
£93 outside of North America; £32 for
individuals; £24 for students and the
retired. The electronic-only price
available to institutional subscribers is
£79. Prices include delivery by air
where appropriate. Apply to Jane
Crossland at the above address.

Advertising Sales: write to the
Advertising Promoter at the above
address. Email:
journals_marketing@cup.cam.ac.uk

USA, CANADA AND MEXICO:
Subscriptions: The 2005 subscription
price (excluding VAT) for four issues
for libraries and institutions, which
includes print and electronic access, is
$147 in USA, Canada and Mexico; $50
for individuals; $37 for students and
the retired. The electronic-only price
available to institutional subscribers is
$120. Apply to Marianne Headrick at
Cambridge University Press, 
40 West 20th Street, New York, N.Y. 
10011-4211. 

Advertising Sales: write to the
Advertising Coordinator at the above
address.

Periodicals postage paid at New York,
NY and at additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
English Today, Cambridge University
Press, 100 Brook Hill Drive, West
Nyack, N.Y. 10994-2133. 

Japanese prices for institutions are
available from Kinokuniya Company
Ltd, P.O. Box 55, Chitose, Tokyo 156,
Japan.

Contacting the Editor: Email Dr Tom
McArthur at <Scotsway@aol.com> or
write to him at 22–23 Ventress Farm
Court, Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge
CB1 8HD, UK. Tel 01223 245934.

Internet access This journal is included
in the Cambridge Journals Online
service which can be found at
http://uk.cambridge.org/journals. For
further information on other Press
titles access http://uk.cambridge.org.

Designed and typeset by Peter Ducker.

Printed in the United Kingdom at the
University Press, Cambridge.

C O M M E N T

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078405003019 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078405003019

