
From the Editor's Keyboard... 

With this issue, we welcome five new Associate Editors: Najwa al-Qattan, Mine Cinar, 
Houman Sadri, Omid Safi, and Brannon Wheeler. I thank retiring Associate Editors Linda 
Darling, Fatemeh Moghadam, and Sami Ofeish for their excellent work on the Bulletin, and 
I look forward to working with the new Associate Editors, each of whom brings to the 
Bulletin not only their expertise, but their ideas and plans for future issues. 

In addition to Laurie Brand's Presidential Address and synopses of some of the 
Thematic Conversations from MESA 2004, this issue contains essays and review essays on 
topics ranging from language instruction to the music of pearl divers in the Gulf, to sources 
for the study of Egypt, Iraq, Israel and Syria, along with 39 reviews of books, films, music 
and multi-media projects. 

Over the next year and a half, we will be working on the Bulletin's volume 40, both 
issues of which will also serve to celebrate MESA's 40th anniversary. We plan for issues 
40/1 and 40/2 to contain essays and reviews devoted to the 40th anniversary celebration, and 
welcome suggestions and submissions in line with this theme. Please contact me with your 
ideas, at bulletin(o).newpaltz.edu. Meanwhile, I hope you find this issue of the Bulletin both 
enlightening and entertaining. 
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NEW IN PAPERBACK FROM PENGUIN GROUP (USA) 

OCCIDENTALISM 
T H E W E S T I N T H E E Y E S O F I T S E N E M I E S 

I A N B U R U M A & A V I S H A I M A R G A L I T 

"Succinct, elegant, and challenging...Its insights 

and the links it makes are illuminating, and help 

show that the divide between the West and its 

enemies is an old one." — The Economist 

"The connections that Mr. Buruma and Mr. 

Margalit establish in their elegant, breezily eru­

dite little book are striking. They have written a 

useful primer on the habits of mind that drive our 

most implacable foes....Accurate and fair-minded." 

— The New York Times 

This "grandly illuminating study of two centuries of 

anti-Western ideas" (Foreign Affairs) traces the his­

torical roots of a virulent set of stereotypes about 

r Westerners and the West, a 
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cluster of notions and preju-
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Penguin 176 pp. 0-14-303487-1 $14.00 
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Choice 2004 
Outstanding dices that Ian Buruma and Avishai Margalit call Occidentalism. The path 

Academic joes not lead back to Islam but, in fact, back to the West itself. From nine-
Title 

J teenth-century Germany and Russia to twentieth-century Japan, China, 

Southeast Asia, and the Middle East, Buruma and Margalit track the spread of these noxious 

ideas. Drawing on their formidable range of gifts of synthesis to place modern terrorists in a long 

continuum of enemies of Western liberal society, the authors have written a book 

of extraordinary clarity and wide-ranging elegance. 
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Academic Marketing Department, 375 Hudson Sreet., New York, NY 10014 
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