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Transition came into being 

in 1961, in the midst of 

independence movements 

and breaks with colonial rule 

across the African continent. What was needed 

then was a forum for intellectual debate and 

cultural exchange about this simultaneously 

ancient and emerging continent. A half-

century later, this forum is still vital to our 

understanding of the richness and complexity 

of the African world, both within the 

continent’s borders and beyond. 
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“To us, the radical potential for intersectionality lies in moving beyond 
its acknowledgement of categorical differences to build political coalitions 
based on the recognition of connections among systems of oppression as 
well as on a shared vision of social justice. We used an analysis of the 
interlocking systems of race, gender, and disability in conjunction with 
a radical practice of coalition building between reproductive rights and 
justice, anti-racist, and disability rights activists to demonstrate the use of 
an intersectional paradigm as a positive tool for social change.”

“I would underline that the annexing of intersectionality by disciplinary 
feminism is by no means coincidental to the systematic marginalizing of 
racialized scholars and activists in contemporary debates and knowledge 
production on intersectionality. Reframing intersectionality as a creation of 
“feminism,” an outcome of feminism’s internal debates, effectively erases a 
landmark oppositionality from which intersectionality emerged: feminists of 
color confronting racism within feminism.”

“The rhetoric about Black male ‘exceptionalism’ must be dismissed. Black 
male intersectionality is a more accurate way of conceptualizing the issues. 
It acknowledges that Black men have specific issues, but they are not 
“worse” than Black women’s, and do not require a hierarchy that requires 
displacing Black women and girls. Understanding male privilege means 
acknowledging that Black men’s issues have historically been prioritized 
over Black women’s issues.”

“An intersectional analysis reveals that Black women, rather than being 
marginal figures in mass incarceration discourse, are essential to our 
understanding of how the prison functions as a mechanism of racial 
control. When Black women are centered in the interrogation of mass 
incarceration, a broader narrative of incarceration becomes legible. . . . An 
intersectional analysis also elucidates how the prison operates to discipline, 
police, and punish deviant gender identity performance in ways that are 
deeply raced, classed, and animated by heteronormativity.”

“The forces that work to constrain the opportunities for Kelley Williams-
Bolar and her children—and thousands of women like her—are highly 
intersectional. As a poor, Black woman and mother, Williams-Bolar’s life is 
significantly impacted by an intersecting matrix of social and structurally 
determined conditions that profoundly limit her ability to move up the 
economic and social ladder and to provide her children with a safe and 
supportive spatial and educational environment.”

Alfredo J. Artiles, Averil Y. Clarke and Leslie McCall, Phillip Atiba 
Goff and Kimberly Barsamian Kahn, Sumi Cho, Tracy Robinson, Luke 
Charles Harris, Devon W. Carbado and Mitu Gulati, Ramón A. 
Gutiérrez, Alice O’Connor, Anthony S. Chen
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