The
Journal
of Asian

Studies

BBBBBBBBBBB
THE ASSOCIATION
FOR ASIAN STUDIES, INC.


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911800021513

LIQVID LIFE

Abortion and Buddhism in Japan
William R. LaFleur

Why would a country strongly influenced
by Buddhism's reverence for life allow legal-
ized, widely used abortion? In this provocative
investigation, William LaFleur examines abor-
tion as a window on the culture and ethics of
Japan.

“Objective, informed, observant, and
imaginative. William LaFleur not only enlarges
our knowledge, he also uses his single topic to
illuminate a broad and fundamental feature of
Japanese society itself.”

—Donald Richie, Japan Times Weekly

Now in paper: $14.95 ISBN 0-691-02965-2
Due February 1995

SERVANTS,
SHOPHANDS,
AND LABORERS
IN THE CITIES
OF TOKVGAWA

JAPAN
Gary P. Leupp

tn this analysis of lower-class life in
Tokugawa Japan, Gary Leupp vividly portrays
the emergence of an urban proletariat during
a time of extraordinary economic change.

"This book is especially welcome because
it waters a barren desert in the English-lan-
guage historiography. . . . This comprehensive
book should be read by all scholars interested
in modern Japanese society, and especially
those interested in urban Japan,”

—Luke Roberts, The Journal of Asian Studies

" A creative and intelligent examination of
the urban working class in Tokugawa Japan.
... The most wide-ranging discussion of the
subject available in English. . . . This is not just
good social history, it is also fun reading.”
—William B. Hauser, Journal of Japanese
Studies

Now in paper: $16.95 ISBN 0-691-02961-X
Due February 1995

THE RHETORIC OF
IMMEDIACY

A Cultural Critique of Chan/Zen Buddhism

Bernard Faure

Through a highly sensitive exploration of key concepts and meta-
phors, Bernard Faure guides Western readers in appreciating some of
the more elusive aspects of the Chinese tradition of Chan Buddhism
and its outgrowth, Japanese Zen.

“Not since D. T. Suzuki has any responsible scholar attempted in
English to synthesize such a broad stretch of the history of Zen Bud-
dhism as has Bernard Faure. [The book] offers the best narration in
English of the role that magicians, healers, jesters, relics, mummies,
dreams, funerals, deities, and mundane rituals play in a tradition that
lays claim to emptiness.“—Stephen F. Teiser, Journal of Religion

Now in paper: $17.95 ISBN 0-691-02963-6 Due March 1995

New edition

TO SEE THE BVDDHA

A Philosopher's Quest for the Meaning of
Emptiness

Malcolm David Eckel

Malcolm David Eckel takes us on a contemporary quest to discover
the essential meaning behind the Buddha'’s many representations.
Eckel’s bold thesis proposes that the proper understanding of Buddhist
philosophy must be thoroughly religious—an understanding revealed in
Eckel’s new translation of the philospher Bhavavaviveka’s major work,
The Flame of Reason, included here.

“Eckel has masterfully drawn on the richness of the Indian lan-
guage of the senses to shed light on the multiple voices being heard in
the philosophical chorus. . . .»

—Daniel Boucher, Journal of the American Academy of Religion
Paper: $16.95 ISBN 0-691-03773-6  Available now
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