
THE BALKAN EXCHANGE OF
MINORITIES AND ITS IMPACT

UPON GREECE

(Publications of the social sciences center Athens, I)

by

DIMITRI PENTZOPOULOS

1964, 293 pp. Dglds. 27,50, US $7.69

By the end of 1923, Greece was faced with an influx of about a mil-
lion and a half refugees, representing one half of its total population,
as a consequence of the decision of the Lausanne Conference to ar-
range for an exchange of the Greek and Muslim minorities between
Greece and Turkey, together with the 1919 Neuilly Convention be-
tween Greece and Bulgaria for a reciprocal emigration of their
respective national minorities.

It was the first time in history that the transfer of large ethnic
groups was tried as a means to separate nationally intermingled
groups and the experiment drew a great deal of attention.

The dissertation is divided into two parts. The first part, "Greece
receives the refugees", provides the historical background of the
problem and the manner in which it was solved. Part II, "The Re-
fugees accept Greece", will concentrate on the long-run effects of
the exchange upon the Greek state. This evaluation will cover the
topic of ethnology and national composition; the influence of the
transferred populations in the agricultural, industrial and financial
fields; the way they affected the political kaleidoscope of the country
and the evolution of the internal political history after the First
World War; finally, their impact upon the social structure of Greece
as well as upon her culture.

This dissertation, although limited in scope to the implications of
the exchange of populations with respect to one country, has a
broader aim. In the light of the Greek-Turkish experiment, can this
method — the exchange of minorities — be used to minimize some
of the dangers that national minorities and refugees present in the
context of the present day "cold war"; and if so, what are the na-
tional prerequisites for its successful application? In the conclusion, an
attempt will be made to give an answer to this fundamental question in
the field of irredentism and international relations.
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NATIONALISM AND REVOLUTION
IN EGYPT

THE ROLE OF THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD
{Hoover Institution Publications, No. 33)

by

CHRISTINA PHELPS HARRIS

1964, 276 pp. Cloth. Dglds. 22.—, US $6.00

Egypt continues to be of extraordinary significance in the Arab
world. The basic goals of Egyptian nationalism were independence,
social and economic reforms, and the total withdrawal of British
troops. But independence precipitated a clash between reformers and
reactionaries. The Government of the Revolution represented victory
for the reformers, but tension between these divergent ideologies
still exists, both in Egypt and among the 400 million Muslims of Asia
and Africa. Islamic nationalism draws part of its strength from
xenophobia and resistance to change.

The Muslim Brotherhood — al-Ikhwan al-Muslimun — was
formed in 1928 as a religious revivalist association. Aiming at social
and economic betterment regulated by the strictest principles of Islam,
it burgeoned into a politico-religious movement of great strength on
all levels of Egyptian society. By the time of its suppression in 1954
it had begun a program of terrorist activities and assassinations
which, if unchecked, would have led to civil war. Underground, it
remains a force to be reckoned with in the future.

Dr. Harris, in this case study, shows that almost inevitably the
Muslim Brotherhood was a natural result of Egyptian experience
during the 19th and early 20th centuries. In background chapters
that constitute a succinct, highly readable history of modern Egypt,
she describes Egypt's entry into the modern world, with the arrival
of Napoleon and his troops and savants in 1798, and the prolonged
relationship with Great Britain eventuating in independence. A tran-
sitional chapter on "Islam in Modern Egypt" sets forth the trends
toward theological regeneration and social reform along Islamic lines
that flourished even under foreign occupation. Subsequent chapters
present the career and writings of Hasan al-Banna, founder and
Supreme Guide of the Muslim Brotherhood; the development of the
Brotherhood through its early, constructive period; and, after World
War II, the factional period of assaults upon the body politic. In
conclusion Dr. Harris evaluates the very real potentialities of the
movement, suggesting its future possibilities for good or ill. Not
withholding sympathy and admiration where these are due, she
vividly illuminates recent and current events in Egypt and provides
evidences for balanced judgments on the country and its role in the
Arab world.
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