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Existentialism and Euripides: Sickness, Tragedy and Divinity in the Me­
dea, the Hippolytus and the Bacchae, by W. Sale (Ramus Monographs 1, 1977). 

An examination of what are probably Euripides' three best known plays in the light of theories 
developed in existential psychoanalysis. This is a profoundly humane study that brings out Eu­
ripides' insight into the psychology of human beings and into the gods and demons with which 
they people their world. 

Paper, 142pp. ISBN 0 949916 01 3 A$24.00 US$18.00 £stg10.80 (recommended) 

Horace's Lyric Poetry: The Force of Humour, by Peter Connor (Ramus Monographs 
2, 1987). 

The author sees humour in Horace as 'a positive force of, and in, his engagement with the sev­
eral ideas and attitudes he explores'. Far from being peripheral or tangential, humour functions 
as an integral element in the Odes; this analysis of its place in the total experience of reading 
these poems significantly enhances our perception of Ihe quality of Horace's achievement. 

Paper, 221pp. ISBN 0 949916 07 2 A$24.00 US$18.00 £stg10.80 (recommended) 

Tragic Aporia: A Study of Euripides' Iphigenia at Aulis, by C.A.E. Luschnig 
(Ramus Monographs 3, 1988). 

The self-consciously literary nature of this tragedy is well brought out in this study. Aporia in 
its widest sense, the gulf that exists between myth and reality, is shown to be the unifying el­
ement in the play; the only way to bridge this gulf is through the medium of art. Iphigenia's 
choice, which sets up an ending as startling as any in Euripides, is revealed as ultimately an 
aesthetic one. 

Paper, 130pp. ISBN 0 949916 09 9 A$24.00 US$18.00 £stg10.80 (recommended) 

Ovid and the Monuments: A Poet's Rome, by A.J. Boyle (Ramus Monographs 4, 
2003). 

This book examines the representation of the monuments of the city of Rome by the last of the 
great Augustan poets, Ovid, who was himself banished from Rome's urban spaces. All Ovid's 
descriptions of the city's monuments are presented, translated and analysed within a coherent 
topographical framework. A literary and historical introduction and detailed literary, historical 
and cultural commentary focus not only on 'factual' matters pertaining to the buildings them­
selves but on the larger issues of cultural identity, the ideology of place, and poetic and politi­
cal power. From Ovid's text the physical city emerges both as the embodiment and monumen-
talisation of past and present and as the site of an intense ideological struggle over the 
meaning of romanitas or 'Roman-ness'. 

Paper, xvii + 318pp. with 32 half-plates ISBN 0 949916 13 7 
A$70.00 US$56.00 £stg32.00 (recommended) 

—book versions of special Ramus issues: 

Ancient Pastoral: Ramus Essays on Greek and Roman Pastoral Poetry, edi­
ted by A.J. Boyle. 

This volume contains the seven specially commissioned essays on Theocritus, Virgil and 
Calpurnius Sicilus which first appeared in Ramus Vol. 4 no. 2 (1975). All the contributors are 
specialists in the field of classical pastoral. 

Paper, I48pp. ISBN 0 949916 00 5 AS24.00 US$18.00 £stg10.80 (recommended) 
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