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The style of speech illustrated is Standard Bulgarian as used by people with an
academic background. Historically, the Standard contains elements of western and eastern
Bulgarian, but in its present form, it cannot be localized in any particular region.

The speech on the recording is that of a 33-year-old speaker holding a post at the
University of Sofia. Bulgarian examples are given in a transliteration from Cyrillic script.

Consonants
Bilab. Lab.dan Dental | Alv. |Postalv. Retrofl.| Palatal | Velar | Uvular [Pharyng] Glottal
Piosive| p b td kg
Nasal m n
Trill r
Fric-
ative fv Sz I3 X
Approx- j
imant
Lateral 1

Affricates tS & &

p pija  ‘ldrink’ t tom ‘volume’ k kol ‘pole’

b bija  ‘Ibeat’ d dom  ‘home’ g gol ‘naked’
ts sar ‘tsar’ f tiar ‘charm’
dz dzift ‘tar’ & dzZob ‘pocket’

m most ‘bridge’ n  nos ‘nose’ x halka ‘ring’

f far ‘lighthouse’ |s sdma ‘roe’ [ 3d ‘scarf’

v var  ‘limestone’ |z zdma ‘com’(pl) |3 Zd ‘pity’

r roma ‘rose’ 1 lale ‘tulip’ Jj  Jjak ‘strong’
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The phonemic analysis underlying the present transcription does not assume the
existence of palatalized consonants. An alternative analysis postulates the following
palatalized consonants: / pJ, bJ, t), dJ, kJ, g/, tsJ, dz}, mJ,nl,0) f,vl,s),zJ xJ, /.

The nature of palatalization in Bulgarian is different from that in Russian. Its
occurrence is very restricted. Before front vowels and [j], palatalization does not go
beyond the degree that is conditioned by the inevitable play of coarticulation. Before back
vowels palatalization may unambiguously be interpreted as C plus [j]. In syllable and word
final position it does not occur.

Yowels
i kit ‘whale’ i s u
£ pet ‘five’
a mlad ‘young’ 10
o) rod ‘kin’
u lud ‘crazy’ \ °Y
Y pét ‘path’ £ o)
0 (unstressed only) koga ‘when’ e
v (unstressed only) duma ‘word’
a
Stress
Stress is distinctive ['pare] para ‘steam’
[pe'ra] para ‘coin’
Conventions

/p, t, k/ are unaspirated. /b, d, g/ are fully voiced. /t, d, ts, dz, n, 1, s, z, |/ are prealveolar.
/t/ is a trill. /x/ has only slight friction. /I/ is velarized [}] before /a, o, u, ¥, 0, ¥/ as well as
in syllable and word final position.

/o, e/ may be somewhat more closed than shown in the figure in unstressed syllables
after stress.
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Transcription of recorded passage.

'severnijet ‘vjater i ‘slyntseto se pre'pirexe 'koj € ‘posilen, ko'gato &din
'pytnik, ze'vit f 'tople 'drexe, ‘'mine pokrej 'tjax. te re'fixe fe 'tozi, kojto
'pryf ne’kare 'prtnike de si sve'li 'drexete, [te se 'sfite 'posilen od ‘drugije.
to'gave 'sevemnijet ‘vjater ze'pofne de 'duxe s ‘fsifke ‘sile, no 'kolkoto
‘posilno ‘vjateret ‘duxefe, ‘tolkove ‘popletno ‘prtniket o'vive[e 'drexete okolo
'sebe si. 'naj 'posle ‘severnijet 'vjater pre’kysne o'silijete si. to'gave
'slyntseto ze'pone de ‘gree ‘silno, i ‘prtniket ved'nage sve'li 'drexete si. i
te'ka, 'severnijet 'vjater ‘befe pri'nuden de pri'znag, e 'slyntseto € 'posilno ot
‘nego.

CeBEpHUAT BATHP M CTHHLETO Ce NMpenMpaxa, KOr € NOo-CMAeH, KOraTo eAuH NMbTHUK, 3aBUT
B TOIUIA Apexa, MMHA NMOKpad TAX. Te pelinxa, 9e TO3W, KOMTO MPHB Hakapa MbTHUKA AA
CM CBANM APEXaTa, lle ce CINTa MO-CWIIeH OT ApYTHA. Torasa CEBEPHUAT BATHLD 3anoYHa
Ja AyXa C BCMYKA CHJId, HO KONKOTO MO-CHAHO BATHPBT AyXaille, TOJKOBA NO-TUIBTHO
MbTHUKDBT yBUBallle Jpexata okono cebe cu. Hai-nocne ceBepHHAT BATBHP NMpeKbCHA
ycunmaTa ci. ‘Torasa CBHUETO 3anogHa jJa rpee CWJIHO, ¥ ITBTHHKDBT BEAHAara CBaH
Apexata cu. U Taka, ceBepHuAT BATHP Oelne MpuHyJeH Aa NMpH3Hae, € CIBHUETO € No-
CWIHO OT HEro.
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