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The style of speech illustrated is Standard Bulgarian as used by people with an
academic background. Historically, the Standard contains elements of western and eastern
Bulgarian, but in its present form, it cannot be localized in any particular region.

The speech on the recording is that of a 33-year-old speaker holding a post at the
University of Sofia. Bulgarian examples are given in a transliteration from Cyrillic script.
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'I beat'
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'volume'
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'pole*
'naked'
'charm'
'pocket'
'ring'
'scarf
'pity'
'strong'
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46 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE IPA

The phonemic analysis underlying the present transcription does not assume the
existence of palatalized consonants. An alternative analysis postulates the following
palatalized consonants: / pi, b), U, d), kj, gj, tsi, dzi, mi,nJ,rJ,fJ,vJ,si,zi,xJ,l)/.

The nature of palatalization in Bulgarian is different from that in Russian. Its
occurrence is very restricted. Before front vowels and [j], palatalization does not go
beyond the degree that is conditioned by the inevitable play of coarticulation. Before back
vowels palatalization may unambiguously be interpreted as C plus [j]. In syllable and word
final position it does not occur.

Vowels

i
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a
o
u
Y

O

B

kit
pet
mlad
rod
lud
pat

(unstressed only)
(unstressed only)

'whale'
'five'
'young'
'kin'
'crazy'
'path'

koga
duma

'when'
'word'

Stress

Stress is distinctive

Conventions

['pare] para
[pe'ra] para

'steam'
'coin'

/p, t, k/ are unaspirated. /b, d, g/ are fully voiced. A, d, ts, dz, n, r, s, z, 1/ are prealveolar.
/r/ is a trill, /x/ has only slight friction. /I/ is velarized [1] before /a, o, u, Y, O, B/ as well as
in syllable and word final position.
/o, e/ may be somewhat more closed than shown in the figure in unstressed syllables
after stress.
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Transcription of recorded passage.

'severniJBt "vjatBr i 'slYntseto se pre'pirexe 'koj e 'posilen, ko'gato edin
"pYtnik, zB'vit f 'topte 'drexB, 'mine pokrej 'tjax. te re'Jixe tfe 'tozi, 'kojto
'pnrf nB'kare 'pYtnike de si SVB'H 'drexutB, Jte se 'stfite "posilen od 'drugije.
to'gavB 'severniJBt 'vjatBr z^'po^n^ de "duxc s 'fsitfkB "sile, no "kolkoto
"posilno VjatBret 'duxBje, 'tolkovB "poplBtno "pYtnikBt o'vivBje "drexBtB okolo
"sebe si. "naj 'posle 'severniJBt 'vjat^r pre'kYsne o'silijutB si. to'gavu
'slYntseto zB'po^nB dc 'gree "silno, i "pYtnikct ved"nagB SVB'H 'drexBte si. i
tB'ka, "severniJBt VjatBr 'beje pri'nuden dB pri'znae, tfe 'slYntseto e 'posilno ot
'nego.

CeBepHHHT BHTip H QiiHueTO ce npenMpaxa, KOH e no-oineH, Koraro earn rrbTHHK, 3aBHT
B Tomia apexa, MHHa noKpaii THX. Te peuinxa, i e TO3H, KOHTO npra HaKapa m>THHKa m
CH CBajiH iipexaia, me ce CHHTO no-ouieH OT iipyrHH. ToraBa ceBepHiwr BHTIP 3anoiHa
ad. iiyxa c BCHiKa cwjia, HO KOJIKOTO no-CH^HO BHTIPIT ayxame, TariKOBa no-njiiTHO

yBHBaiue apexaTa OKOJIO ce6e CH. HaH-nocne ceBepHHHT BHTIP npeKKMa
CH. ToraBa on>HueTO 3anoiHa jia rpee CHJIHO, H m.THHKT>T Beimara CBSJIH

CH. H TaKa, ceBepHHHT BHTT>P Seine npHHyiieH iia npH3Hae, i e cniHuero e no-
CHJIHO OT Hero.
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