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Wen xuan or Selections of 
Refined Literature
Volume Two: Rhapsodies on Sacrifices, 
Hunting, Travel, Sightseeing, Palaces and 
Halls, Rivers and Seas
Xiao Tong
Translated with annotations by 
David R. Knechtges

The Wen xuan, compiled by Xiao Tong 
(501-531), is the oldest surviving anthology of 
Chinese literary genres. It was one of the 
primary sources of literary knowledge for 
educated Chinese in the premodern period, 
and it is still the essential handbook for special­
ists in pre-Tang literature. This volume is the 
second of a projected eight-volume translation 
of the entire Wen xuan.
Princeton Library of Asian Translations 
Cloth: $53.50 ISBN 0-691-06701-5 
Volume One: Rhapsodies on Metropolises 
and Capitals
Cloth: $59.50 ISBN 0-691-05346-4

The True Subject
Selected Poems of Faiz Ahmed Faiz 
Translated by Naomi Lazard

Faiz Ahmed Faiz (1911-1984), by the British 
act of partition a Pakistani, was the most 
important contemporary poet of India and the 
subcontinent. Throughout that vast region 
everyone who knows any poetry at all knows 
of Faiz. When he read at a mushai'rai, or 
poetry recitation, fifty thousand people and 
more were known to gather to listen and par­
ticipate.

Naomi Lazard worked closely with him on 
this translation from the Urdu in the years 
immediately before his death. In this bilingual 
edition of Faiz's mature work, she captures his 
universal appeal: a voice of great pathos, 
charm, and authenticity that has until now 
been little known in the English-speaking 
world.
Lockert Library of Poetry in Translation 
Paper: $10.00 ISBN 0-691-01438-8 
Cloth: $27.00 ISBN 0-691-06704-X

Medieval Persian Court Poetry
Julie Scott Meisami

Julie Scott Meisami reveals the high level of 
artistic excellence achieved by court poets of 
local Iranian dynasties from the beginning of 
the eleventh century A.D. to the end of the 
fourteenth. Dr. Meisami discloses previously 
neglected stylistic qualities and ethical 
purposes in medieval Persian court poetry, 
and shows that court poets were also moral 
instructors who examined and celebrated the 
values they shared with their audiences.
Cloth: $45.00 ISBN 0-691-06598-5

Now in paperback

The Ten Thousand Leaves
A Translation of Man'yoshu, Japan's 
Premier Anthology of Classical Poetry: 
Volume I
Translated by lan Hideo Levy

"Levy's new translation of the Man'yoshu 
makes available to us... one of the glories of 
Japanese poetry. His work is so well done, so 
right, so lacking in anything approaching 
affectation on one hand or pedantry on the 
other that we will find the translation 
definitive."
—Donald Richie, The Japan Times
Winner of the 1982 American Book Award for 
Translation
Princeton Library of Asian Translations 
Paper: $12.95 ISBN 0-691-00029-8 
Cloth: $37.00 ISBN 0-691-06452-0

ffl AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR

Princeton University Press
41 WILLIAM ST. • PRINCETON. NJ 08540 • (609) 806-1344
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Notes on Contributors ........ 5

Forthcoming in PMLA ........ 6

Manic-Depressive Psychosis and Critical Approaches to
Virginia Woolf’s Life and Work. Thomas C. Caramagno . . 10

Abstract. Although recent scientific discoveries about the genetic and biochemical com­
ponents of manic-depressive psychosis have radically revised our understanding of the etiol­
ogy and psychodynamics of this illness, psychological studies of Virginia Woolf’s life and 
work have generally remained tied to Freud’s outmoded model of loss-induced neurosis.
This model appeals to critics because it readily imposes coherence on often inconsistent 
biographical data, but it fails to account for psychotic breakdowns and tends to disparage 
Woolf with its emphasis on the infantile and evasive aspects of art. Since Woolf’s symp­
toms do fulfill the manic-depressive paradigm, a consideration of how contemporary psy­
chiatric theory alters our reading of her life may also explain the therapeutic value of her 
bold experiments in fiction as well as her profound insights into subject-object transac­
tions and the pitfalls of interpretation in general. (TCC)

“If I Saw You Would You Kiss Me?”: Sapphism and the Subversive­
ness of Virginia Woolf’s Orlando. Sherron E. Knopp . . 24

Abstract. Woolf called Orlando a “joke,” an “escapade,” and critics have taken her at her 
word. Although an enormous amount has been written about Woolf, the novel that 
celebrates her love for Vita Sackville-West tends to be ignored, dismissed as an anomaly, 
or explained as something other than what it is. But the things we joke about are often 
the things we care about too much to risk seriousness. The bold and dazzling achievement 
of Woolf’s “joke” only becomes clear when Orlando is set in the context of the love that 
inspired it and seen against the social, historical, and literary background in which it was 
conceived. (SEK)

“Put God in Your Debt”: Emerson’s Economy of Expenditure.
Richard A. Grusin . . . . . . . . 35

Abstract. Emerson’s economic thought has most often been interpreted from the perspective 
of a Marxist analysis of trade and production. Such a perspective fails to distinguish be­
tween the different levels of Emerson’s thinking—spiritual, commercial, and natural. Fol­
lowing the logic of symbolic exchange employed as a critique of Marxism by Mauss, 
Bataille, Baudrillard, and others, this essay argues that Emerson’s economy of expendi­
ture not only contradicts the basic premises of Marxist doctrine but also alters our un­
derstanding of such fundamental Emersonian concepts as self-reliance and compensation. 
(RAG)
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“Say First What Cause”: Ricoeur and the Etiology of Evil in
Paradise Lost. John S. Tanner................................................. 45

Abstract. Paradise Lost traces evil through three inceptions—Satanic, Adamic, and histor­
ical. Each origin seems to envision a different etiology: Satanic evil springs exclusively from 
the self in an instant of radical “Pelagian” freedom. Adamic evil emerges from the am­
biguous interplay between self and seductive environment. Historical evil contaminates the 
whole race by means of necessary “Augustinian” inheritance. Ricoeur’s analysis of the 
“Adamic Myth” and original sin clarifies etiological traditions Milton assimilates from 
Christian symbol, myth, and dogma. Through Ricoeur, we can identify the contrasting mo­
dalities of evil (inherited and imitative, physical and moral, ontological and existential, neces­
sary and free, communal and individual) fused in Paradise Lost. Ricoeur’s work reveals 
Milton’s text to be a subtly inclusive etiological myth, one whose complex genesis of evil 
recovers Scripture’s fullness of meaning in a new mythopoesis. (JST)
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PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and literature. As the publication of a large 
and heterogeneous association, the journal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly 
methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind, whatever the kind; addresses a sig­
nificant problem; draws out clearly the implications of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, 
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