Letter to the Editor

Review of Wiley’s A Century of
Russian Ballet

I would like to correct an error in my
review of Roland John Wiley’s A Cen-
tury of Russian Ballet (DRJ 23/2, Fall
1991). In that review I noted that Joan
Lawson had translated Petipa’s libretto
for The Sleeping Beauty. Actually,
what she translated were Petipa’s in-
structions to Tchaikovsky regarding that
ballet. My confusion resulted from a
multiplicity of translated (and
untranslated) publications. They are as
follows:

1. Lawson’s translation in The Danc-
ing Times of London in 1942-43. She
states that these were the final notes
sentto Tchaikovsky, dated 10 July 1889.
They exist (or existed) in a hand-sewn
book of twelve pages. The prologue
was written in reu ink and there were
pencilled remarks in the margins. The
original was in French.

2. Petipa’sinstructions to Tchaikovsky
for that ballet, translated from Marius
Petipa: Materialy,vospominaniya, stat’i
(Iskustvo, Leningrad, 1971). Thisis in
Wiley’s Tchaikovsky's Ballets (Oxford
University Press, New York, 1985).
Wiley does not give the date, but his

source gives it as 21 January 1889.

3. The French “programme” for the
ballet, including Petipa’s statement that
he finished writing it on 5 July 1889.
This text appears to be the source of
Lawson’s translation. Wiley states that
his document is preserved in the Petipa
archive of the Bakhrushin Museum in
Moscow and that it was written in black
ink, with the musical instructions writ-
ten in red. In French in Tchaikovsky’s
Ballets, where there is no notice of the
Lawson translation.

4, The Sleeping Beauty, translated
from the first edition of its libretto, St.
Petersburg, 1890. AlsoinTchaikovsky's
Ballets.

5. Libretto of the ballet by Ivan
Alexandrovich Vsevolozhsky. This is
translated by Wiley in A Century of
Russian Ballet. 1t was “Permitted by
the Censor. St. Petersburg, 30 De-
cember 1889.” There are two parts, the
first of which reads like a house pro-
gram, giving credits, scenes, and casts.
The second part tells the story and is
almost—but not quite—identical with
#4. For example, the opening of scene
4. In Tchaikovsky's Ballets:

When the clouds disperse aroom

appears where Princess Aurora
is seen on a large bed beneath a
canopy; the King and Queen
are sleeping opposite herintwo
armchairs; the court ladies, cava-
liers, and pages sleep standing
up, leaning against one another
and making up sleeping groups.

In A Century:

When the clouds disperse, the
room is visible; Princess Au-
roraissleeping onalarge cano-
pied bed. The king and queen
are sleeping opposite her intwo
armchairs; courtly ladies, cava-
liers, and pages are asleep stand-
ing up, leaning against one an-
other and forming groupings of
sleepers.

I wrote in DRJ that Wiley's translation
differed little from Lawson’s. 1should
have written that it differed alittle from
his own, done five years earlier. I thirk
Petipa should be blamed for my confu-
sion.

Selma Jeanne Cohen
International Encyclopedia of Dance

Interested parties contact:

George Balanchine’s wedding gift
surprise to Vera Zorina is for sale.
This lovely home designed and built by him in 1939 has an
exceptionally beautiful 26' x 26' living room. It is paneled
with a cathedral beamed ceiling and a huge fireplace.

Mr. Kaliski « P.O. Box 54 - Northport, N.Y. 11768
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position announcement

Congress on Research in Dance

seeks

EDITOR DESIGNATE/EDITOR

for

Dance Research Journal

The term for the current Dance Research Journal editor ends December, 1993. Therefore,
applications for editor designate/editor are now being accepted.

Responsibilities of the DRJ editor include soliciting and obtaining preliminary screening of
research manuscripts, organizing and corresponding with “blind reviewers,” corresponding
with authors regarding acceptance of manuscripts, receiving recent publications and obtaining
reviews of them from qualified authors (or designating a book review editor to deal with this
process), soliciting reporis on relevant research-related meetings and resources, preparing
or over-seeing the preparation of production proofs, assembling front and back matter,
arranging for a cover design, and supervising printing and distribution.

To produce the highest quality research journal in the most economical way, we seek an
individual with special qualifications. The successful applicant must have editorial expertise
and should have the necessary support system for publication (institutional affiliation or access
to an office facility with secretarial assistance, duplicating and mailing privileges to facilitate an
economical editorial procedure). Equipment and expertise for desk-top publishing is espe-
cially desirable. Inthe past, the hostinstitution has directly contributed to the publication of DRJ
with in-kind assistance.

As editor designate, the successful applicant will work with the outgoing editor for six-twelve
months prior to taking on the full responsibilities of editor.

Editor designate duties will begin early in 1993. Full Editorship will begin January, 1994. The
term of the editor is three years, with an option for reappointment.

If you are interested, please write to request an application form. 1f you know of someone
especially qualified, please pass their name on to us.

Address correspondence to:
Dr. Steven J. Chatfield
Chair, CORD Editorial Board
Department of Dance
University of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon 97403
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DANCE

AT THE
UNIVERSITY
OF HAWAII

BA, BFA, MA, MFA
with emphasis in
Dance Performance,
Choreography,
Research, Ethnology

For information, write:
Dance Program

Dept. of Theatre

and Dance

University of Hawaii
at Manoa

1770 East—West Road
Honolulu, HI 96822

g,

B.A. B.S. M.A. M.S. DEGREES
Graduate Teaching Fellowships A

AREAS:
Performance
« Choreography

- Dance Science
« History

« Ethnology
« Teaching

Write or call:
Department of Dance
University of Oregon

Eugene OR 97403
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(503) 346-3386 Q 2

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

“The most comprehen-
sive and intelligent book
so far published about
Diaghilev's Ballets
Russes....A full length
portrait of the great impresario
emerges for the first time.”

—Robert Craft, The Washington Post
Book World

“A breakthrough, an
epoch-maker....The first
study of the impresario and his
accomplishments to be in-
formed by sophisticated

historical methods.”
—Richard Taruskin, The New Republic

“A rare and admirable
example of meanin
scholarship....Provocative.”

—Dance Research Journal

576 pp.; 71 illus. paper $17.95

At better bookstores or directly from OXFORD PAPERBACKS
Oxford University Press ® 200 Madison Avenue ® NY ¢ NY ¢ 10016

e

DANCE ABSTRACTS AND INDEX
1989

a new guide to more than 700 dance titles drawn
from periodical articles, books, conference
proceedings, newsletters, theses, and dissertations

with
abstracts, subject index, and author index

This pilot publication of the Dance Database Project
is now available for purchase.

price: $35.00
mail order price: $40.00 United States and Canada
$45.00 international

order from
Dance Database Project
Elsie Dunin
Department of Dance
University of California, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

readers’ comments and suggestions on the publication
are encouraged in anticipation of refinements to the
1990 volume

\_
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