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From its very inception it has been the intention
of Anglo-Saxon England to invigorate growth in all
areas of Anglo-Saxon studies. The present volume
follows the lead of its predecessors both by
pruning away old dogmas and by sowing fresh
seeds for further scholarly growth in many areas
of the discipline.

That Alcuin addressed to the monks of
Lindisfarne the question, “What has Ingeld to do
with Christ?’, is a much-repeated dogma in Old
English studies; but close examination of the letter
in question shows that it was addressed not to
Lindisfarne nor to a monastic community, but to a
bishop in Mercia. That ‘Ultan the scribe” was
responsible for some of the most lavishly
illuminated Anglo-Saxon manuscripts is shown to
be another untenable dogma. The question of
who was buried in the famous Mound 1 at Sutton
Hoo is reconsidered in the light of much new
evidence, and traditional views on the provenance
of the earliest Latin loan-words in Old English are
re-examined critically and found to be wanting.

Meanwhile much new evidence is brought to
light. A hoard of tools recently excavated from a
grave in Lincolnshire reveals the working
methods of an Anglo-Saxon smith. Fragments of a
previously unrecognized Anglo-Saxon manuscript
in Chicago throw light on the transmission of
Alcuin’s letters and on the development of Anglo-
Saxon Square minuscule script. Most strikingly, a
seventeenth-century transcript of a lost cartulary
from St Albans is shown to preserve the texts of a
number of previously unknown documents in Old
English.

New perceptives emerge from interdisciplinary
study. The ‘beasts-of-battle’ typescenes which are
characteristic of Old English poetry are studied in
the wider context of other European literatures.
The nasty Viking habit of murdering hostages by
throwing bones at them (as happened to St
Zlfheah) is illuminated by a wide-ranging study
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