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‘This brilliant new book will energise the field by offering researchers 
a clear and detailed overview of the latest methods to investigate 
language attitudes.’
Jean-Marc Dewaele, Birkbeck, University of London

‘For those seeking to better understand and evaluate research into 
language attitudes, and for those wishing to conduct investigations of their 
own, this outstanding and comprehensive collection of clearly explained 
and well-exemplified chapters by leading contemporary researchers 
is likely to be the go-to resource for many years to come. In addition, 
the volume provides a valuable productive backdrop and reference point 
for further methodological innovation and development in this complex 
and challenging field.’
Peter Garrett, Cardiff University

‘This book gives a wonderful overview of techniques and methods 
in language attitude research, and offers a discussion of the opportunities 
and challenges that investigators in this highly interdisciplinary field 
encounter. I can recommend this book to anyone who wants to investigate 
the relationship between societal and political structures and our views 
about language in more detail.’
Nanna H. Hilton, University of Groningen
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This is the first full-scale discussion of English 
phonology since Chomsky & Halle’s seminal 
The Sound Pattern of English (SPE). The book 
emphasizes the analysis using ordered rules and 
builds on SPE by incorporating lexical, metrical, 
and prosodic analysis and the insights afforded by 
Lexical Phonology. It provides clear explanations 
and logical development throughout, introducing 
rules individually and then illustrating their 
interactions. These features make this influential 
theory accessible to students from a variety 
of backgrounds in linguistics and phonology. 
Rule-ordering diagrams summarize the crucial 
ordering of approximately eighty-five rules. Many of 
the interactions result in phonological opacity, where 
the output either does not provide evidence of the 
effect of the rule or does not contain the necessary 
conditions for its application. This demonstrates 
the superiority of a rule-based account over 
output-oriented approaches such as Optimality 
Theory or pre-Generative structuralist phonology.

John T. Jensen is the author of Morphology: Word 
Structure in Generative Grammar (1990), English 
Phonology (1993), and Principles of Generative 
Phonology: An Introduction (2004). He has published 
articles in Phonology, Linguistic Inquiry, Language, 
Linguistic Analysis, Nordic Journal of Linguistics, 
Papers in Linguistics, and Glossa.
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EGBERT, BIBER, AND GRAY
DESIGNING AND EVALUATING LANGUAGE CORPORA

Corpora are ubiquitous in linguistic research, yet to date, 
there has been no consensus on how to conceptualize corpus 
representativeness and collect corpus samples. This pioneering book 
bridges this gap by introducing a conceptual and methodological 
framework for corpus design and representativeness. Written by 
experts in the field, it shows how corpora can be designed and 
built in a way that is both optimally suited to specific research 
agendas, and adequately representative of the types of language 
use in question. It considers questions such as what types of texts 
should be included in the corpus, and how many texts are required – 
highlighting that the degree of representativeness rests on the dual 
pillars of domain considerations and distribution considerations. 
The authors introduce, explain, and illustrate all aspects of this 
corpus representativeness framework in a step-by-step fashion, 
using examples and activities to help readers develop practical 
skills in corpus design and evaluation.

JESSE EGBERT is Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics 
at Northern Arizona University. He is a co-founding General Editor 
of Register Studies, and his recent books focus on online register 
variation (2018), methodogical triangulation (2016, 2020), and corpus 
linguistics methods (2020).

DOUGLAS BIBER is Regents’ Professor of Applied Linguistics 
at Northern Arizona University. Previous books include Register, 
Genre, and Style (2009/2019), Grammar of Spoken and Written 
English (2021), and studies of register variation (1988, 1995, 2018).

BETHANY GRAY is Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics 
and Technology at Iowa State University. Her publications include 
monographs on academic research articles (2015), and historical 
change in writing (2016). She is a co-founding General Editor of 
Register Studies.
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What’s the word that describes the process of making supportive 

noises when you’re listening to someone? What is syntax 

and how does it differ from grammar? Do you know what a 

morpheme is? And did you know that it’s not only an atom that 

has a nucleus? The Babel Lexicon of Language is an entertaining 

and accessible introduction to the key terminology involved 

in the study of language. It defines over 500 terms and uses 

contemporary language examples, explaining complex issues in 

an easy-to-understand way. Written by the expert editorial team 

behind Babel, the popular language magazine, and assuming no 

prior knowledge of linguistics, The Babel Lexicon of Language is 

an invaluable resource for students, teachers and anyone with an 

interest in language.

‘A must-have for teachers and students of English Language and 

of language more generally. Turn to it when linguistic terminology 

confuses you, or leaf through it on a Sunday afternoon to discover 

how many ways language can be appreciated in itself.’

Lynne Murphy, Professor of Linguistics, University of Sussex
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‘This work by Schützler and Schlüter carefully explores the impact of 
methodological decisions on how results are interpreted. This timely work 
is a must-read for advanced corpus students and established researchers.’
Randi Reppen, Northern Arizona University

Corpus linguistics continues to be a vibrant methodology applied across 
highly diverse fields of research in the language sciences. With the current 
steep rise in corpus sizes, computational power, statistical literacy and 
multi-purpose software tools, and inspired by neighbouring disciplines, 
approaches have diversified to an extent that calls for an intensification 
of the accompanying critical debate. Bringing together a team of leading 
experts, this book follows a unique design, comparing advanced methods 
and approaches current in corpus linguistics, to stimulate reflective 
evaluation and discussion. Each chapter explores the strengths and 
weaknesses of different datasets and techniques, presenting a case study 
and allowing readers to gauge methodological options in practice. 
Contributions also provide suggestions for further reading, and data and 
analysis scripts are included in an online appendix. This is an important 
and timely volume, and will be essential reading for any linguist interested 
in corpus-linguistic approaches to variation and change.

Ole Schützler is Professor for Varieties of English at Leipzig University. 

Julia Schlüter is Associate Professor for English Linguistics at the 
University of Bamberg.

Online resources: www.cambridge.org/schuetzler-schlueter
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STUDIES IN SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Information for Contributors

For guidelines and requirements regarding manuscript submission, please consult the 
SSLA website at http://journals.cambridge.org/sla. Click on the Journal Information tab 
which will lead you to Information for Contributors. Potential authors are advised that 
all manuscripts are internally reviewed for both content and formatting/style in order 
to determine their suitability for external evaluation.

Research Article. These manuscripts may be essays or empirical studies, either of which 
must be motivated by current theoretical issues in second and subsequent language 
acquisition or heritage language acquisition, including methodological issues in  
research design and issues related to the context of learning. Maximum length is 11,000 
words all-inclusive (i.e., abstract, text, tables, figures, references, notes, and appendices 
intended for publication must all fall within the 11,000 word limit).

Research Report. These manuscripts are shorter empirical studies motivated by current 
theoretical issues in second and subsequent language acquisition or heritage language 
acquisition, including methodological issues in research design. Very often, these are 
narrowly focused studies or they present part of the results of a larger project in progress. 
The background and motivation sections are generally shorter than research articles. 
Maximum length is 6,000 words all-inclusive (i.e., abstract, text, tables, figures, references, 
notes, and appendices intended for publication must all fall within the 6,000 word limit).

Replication Study. These manuscripts are shorter empirical studies motivated by a  
previously published study (not necessarily one published in SSLA). The background  
and motivation sections will necessarily be shorter compared to research articles as the 
maximum length is 6,000 words all-inclusive (i.e., abstract, text, tables, figures, references, 
notes, and appendices intended for publication must all fall within the 6,000 word limit).

State-of-the-Scholarship Article. These manuscripts are essays that review the extant 
research on a particular theme or theoretical issue, offering a summary of findings and 
making critical observations on the research to date. Manuscripts in this category typically 
fall within the 11,000-word limit; however, longer manuscripts may be considered on a 
case-by-case basis.

Critical Commentary. These manuscripts are shorter essays (i.e., non-empirical)  
motivated by current theory and issues in second and subsequent language acquisition  
or heritage language acquisition, including methodological issues in research design 
and issues related to the context of learning. Maximum length is 6,000 words all-inclusive 
(i.e., abstract, text, tables, figures, references, notes, and appendices intended for 
publication must all fall within the 6,000 word limit).

Methods Forum. Recognizing the need to discuss and advance SLA research methods, 
these manuscripts seek to advance methodological understanding, training, and practices 
in the field. Submissions can be conceptual or empirical; we also encourage articles  
introducing novel techniques. All research paradigms, epistemologies, ontologies,  
and theoretical frameworks relevant to SLA are welcome. The target length is up to  
11,000 words, although longer manuscripts will be considered with justification.

All manuscripts in all categories are peer reviewed and subject to the same high standards 
for publication in SSLA.
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METHODS FORUM

Measurement Properties of a Standardized Elicited Imitation Test: An Integrative  
Data Analysis

Daniel R. Isbell and Young-A Son	 859–885
Elicited Imitation Tasks as a Measure of L2 Proficiency: A Meta-Analysis
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