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The present volume contains the texts of invited talks and contributed
papers presented at IAU Colloquium No. 123 on ‘Observatories in Earth
Orbit and Beyond’, which was held at Goddard Space Flight Center from
24~27 April 1990.

The Colloquium featured invited reviews of virtually all current and
approved future projects in space astronomy, over the entire electromag-
netic spectrum from gamma-ray to radio, of all major space faring nations
of the world. The reviewer was typically either the project scientist or
principal investigator of a given project. Also included are reviews and
panel discussions of current and future launch systems, advantages and
disadvantages of various orbits and sites in space for astronomical
observatories, and major unsolved problems of astronomy. A number of
contributed papers were also given at the meeting and are included in the
current proceedings.

This volume contains an Olympian view of the space astronomy program,
while serving as a handy reference to researchers who would like to keep
up with the development in the multidisciplinary field of space astronomy.
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